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Rights and Wrongs of Rhode Island. 



The question now is^ What can we do, and what ought we to 
do, in order to obstruct and check the growth and spread of 
.... ARBITRARY POWER among our churches, and 
ASPIRING ECCLESIASTICS 1" 

Emmons^ Vol. I, p. 36, 

la answer to the above question of the late Dr. Emmons, we would suggest 
that the very first thing to be done, is to convince the people that their liberties 
are in danger from that quarter. And the story of the actual subversion of 
liberty and law, and the establishment of " arbitrary power" in Rhode Island, 
through the influence and by the aid of " aspiring ecclesiastics," seems well 
suited to that object. 



LIBERTY AND LAW, RELiqUON AND RIGHTS, IN RHODE 

ISLAND. 

Great events are transpiring. They must be studied and un- 
derstood. The Rhode Island controversy is no mere local con- 
cernment, .It touches vitally, and harshly, the great interests of 
liberty and law, of religion and rights, not only in Rhode Island, 
but in the whole country. By neglecting or mistaking the facts 
and principles involved, the American people may unconsciously 
rivet their ow'n fetters, and the American churches and ministry, 
instead of interposing a barrier against oppression and disorgani- 
zation, may only swell and hasten the rising tide of destruction. 

This, the story of Rhode Island will make manifest. Civil 
and political liberty have been violently subverted in that State, 
and a military despotism enthroned on the ruins (though in the 
abused name) of constitutional " law and order.^' The People 
—the only lawful sovereign, under God, of a free civil govern- 
ment, have been overawed, and deposed, by aristocratic usurpa- 
tion. The many, with the right on their side, have been crushed 
by the copparatively few, on whose side there was wealth, and 
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station, and influence, and arms, and Presidential favor, and cleri- 
cal sanclion. A State iijovcrnnicnt, regularly and peacefully con- 
stituted and organized, has ))ecn overturned by insurrection, with 
the aid and countenance of ttic Federal Executive, whose object, 
as his own "official Gazette assures us, was the support of South- 
ern slavery, 'i'he successful arcomplishinent of all this, is cele- 
brated by j)ublic thanksgivings in the city churclies ; anthennis are 
t;hariied, and discourses replete with the dogmas of despotism 
are delivered and published, by prom i dent ministers of the chief 
religious sects ; and public journalists, political and religious, to 
a fearful extent lend their sanction. 

MISREPRESEXTATIO^S. 

Those who know human nature, and stijdy human history, un- 
derstand, that in an age like the present, such lesulls could .not 
have been reached, without the aid of misrepresentations, false 
colorings, wrorig statements, unjust pharges. As in all similar 
cases, the crushed friend? 6f freedom are vilified, traduced, c^ri- 
catii.red, wronged. .Thus prejudices are engendered, and the 
public iejar, to some extent, is closed against all appeals in their 
favor. Thus it has been with the friends of the enslaved, and 
thiVs ii is with the disfi-anchised of Rhode Island. 

In the present case, we count it needful to notipe briefly, some 
of the misapprehensions afloat, before we aUempt to discuss, in 
order, the main points involved in the controversy. To be heard 
with prejudiced cars, is sometimes worse than not' to be heard at 
all. 

TREATMENT OF THE C0.L0I1ED PEOl'LE. 

-The friends of human rights abroad, are told that they ought 
not .to sympathise with the suffrage men in Rhode Island, nor 
plead their cause, because, in their efforts to obtain their rights^ 
ihey did not include the people of color. — What-eyer the facts of 
ijie .case may be, the principle of the objection is false, anl to 
pi-actice upon it would be fatal. On such a principle, no message 
of mercy could ever have reached our lapse^ race. It is the 
same plea inade by those who y^^ould blunt our sympathies for 
the Africans, because they enslave each other at home. On this 
principle, we should have withheld our sympathies and aid from 
Cinque, and such of his comrades on board the Amistad as had 
been .engaged in the slayelrade. If abolitionists may stand aloof 
from the oppressed kite men of Rhode Island, because they^ 
and their friends in other States, stand aloof from the oppressed 
colored men of the country, then may the oppressed whites of Er 
Island, and their friends, on the rame principle, stand aloof from 
the efforts of abolitionists, on the ground that they do not eare. 
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equally, for the rights of the ])0()r iiiid wronged ir]ii(cs. Such n 
prejudice against abolilionisls liat^ extensively existed, irom ihe 
beginning, because, it has been said, there are aristocrats in their 
ranks. How much occasion there has ])cen lor this objection, re- 
mains, perhaps, to be ascertained. If abolitionists can sec white 
liberty crushed in Rhode Island, witliout alarm and sympathy, 
ihe objection will acquire vast force. A " liberty ])ariy" for the 
benefit of colored men only, would become as lidiculous as a 
** democratic parly" for the exclusive benefit of the loJdtes. If we 
would be men of principle, and have the credit of being such, we 
must apply our principles impartially, and every where. As we 
do not cease to demand the political rights of the free people of 
color,, though the majority of them do not join with us in ])lcading 
for the enslaved, so» likewise, we must not omit to demand the 
political rights of the disfranchised wiiiies on account of their in- 
justice' to the people of color. The cause of liberty is one, and 
if its friends can not seek its unity, they might as well surrender, 
first as last, especially, since it has become iDanifesI. that the I\ ortli- 
ein and Southern aristocracy, hitherto livals, have confederated 
for their overthrow. Abolitionists have long predicted that the 
Slave Power would crush Northern freedom, and they have hop- 
ed, that the first instance that should occur, would rouse the free 
North. Shall they now acquiesce, or be silent, or neutral, while 
their ^predictions are fulfil ling ? 

But the -facts of the case have been misrepresented. Until 
within a few days, we have not, ourselves, got hold of tlie whole 
truth. It is nol true that the suffrage men of R. Island (howev- 
er deficient) have wholly forgotten or neglected the claims of the 
colored man. Still les^ is it true, that, in this respect, they have 
been behind their opponents. The chief leaders of the free suf- 
frage movement were, from the first, in favor of making no distinc- 
tion of color, and they have not yielded tlieir object. ^ This fact 
was seized upon by their opponents, and no pains spared to preju- 
dice the public against them, on that ground. As two-thirds of the 
people of the State were disfranchised, there can be no question 
that such a weapon was found available, since prejudice against 
color exists every where. In the Convention by whom their Con- 
siitution was formed, it was deemed advisable, by the majority, 
to insert the word " loldte'' among the qualifications of voters, bi^u 
at the same time, they provided, in another dause, that the y)ro- 
position to strike out that word " white" should be suhviiiied to 
tJispeople^ at the first annual election after the first session of the 
Legislature under the Constitution, and there is no doubt it would 
have been stricken out, if their government had not been forci- 
bly -Overturned. Their opjiononts, trie landliolders, in fran^,in(>- 
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their rival Conslilution, (which was defeated, on the question of 
its adoption, by the votes of the suffrage party,) inserted, like- 
wise, the same word luhite,''^ but they did not provide any 
means by which the people could strike it out. On the contrary ^ 
their proposed Constitution, as will be shown, would have been, 
in all its provisions, out of the reach of amendment by the ma- 
jority of the people. So that the colored people would have now 
been without even the prospect of relief, if the suffrage party 
had accepted the landholders' Constitution, which they are so 
much blamed for not having done. Yet they did wrong, iji not 
shaping their own otherwise excellent Constitution, as it should 
have been, in their own Convention, Up to May last, as we know, 
the suffrage party were hooted at, fur wishing to admit " the loii} 
Irish and the niggers'^ to the polls. This we heard on the spot. 
But the tune has turned, now. When the contest came lately, ta 
the sword, the city aristocracy were willing to have the help of 
the colored people, the most of whom were their dependents, 
their laborers, their coachmen and their domestics. They en- 
rolled them then as firemen, and admitted some of them into the 
military. And in the now pending expcBment of giving the peo- 
ple a Constitution, under the terrors of the " Algerine law," and 
while citizens are flying from the State to escape imprisonment 
merely for having voted under the new Suffrage Constitution, and 
for having defended it in argument, — and while the call for the 
appointment^ of delegates to the coming Convention is so appor- 
tioned as to throw the power into the hands of the aristocratic 
minority,— -the admission of the dependent colored people to vote,, 
as well as to fight, and the hoast of their support, answers their 
selfish purposes, and is impudently trumpeted to their praise. 
That such facts should occur, only proves what every body 
should have known before, viz : that servility is not confined to 
color, and that any aristocracy under heaven will as soon wield 
the power of the colored people to suppress the liberty of the 
whites, as the power of the whites to hold the colored people in 
bondage, whenever it suits their convenience. 

VIOLENCE— LAWLESSNESS — BAD CHARACTER. 

" Put then the suffrage party were so headlong and reckless— 
so violent and mobocralic — so blood-thirsty and ferocious !''-r 
" They were such low and base characters — such plunderers and 
infidels" ! 

By whose testimony do you learn this ? Suppose you hear 
both sides, and suspend judgment till you know the facts of the 
case ? There are reckless and bad men in all sects and parties. 
There were infidels in the councils and armies of the American 



OF RHODE ISLAND- 



7 



EevoliUion. And did this decide the merits of the controversy 
with Britain, or make it proper to desert the cause of freedom ? 
What if there has been lawlessness and disorganization ? These 
are the natural results of despotism — the almost unfailing signs 
of its existence. How shall they be cured without removing 
their causes '{ 

Our story will show that the suffrage party have been remark- 
able for their forbearance — that they peacefully and lawfully 
adopted a Constitution and organized a State government, after 
all prospect of obtaining their rights through the Charter autho- 
rities had failed — that in this they had the sanction of American 
Constitutional law— that they took up arms only in defense of 
the lawful and Constitutional government from insurrection — that 
the charges against them, of incendiary designs and of purposes 
of plunder, are infamously truthless— that they have done nothing 
mohocratic, unless the military defense of civil government 
(which, by the bye, we disapprove) be always to be accounted of 
that character. Theit military movements we rbgret, as being, 
in our view, bad policy, as well as wrong in principle. But they 
only took up arms to support the Right, and to support Consti- 
tutional " law and order,'* after their opponents, took up arms 
against both. Their opponents had taught from the pulpit the 
duty of maintaining civil government by arms, and they did no- 
thing worse than to practise that doctrine. 

As io the characters of the suffrage men, we speak deliber- 
ately arid on intelligent advisement, when we challenge a com- 
parisoh between them and their opponents. Take the leaders of 
the tVvo parties, or take them in the masses. Search for infidels, 
or licentious, or profane, or dishonest, or Sabbath-breaking, or 
immora;l men— or, on the other hand, select temperance men, 
abolitionists, men of acknowledged piety in the churches, to be 
found in the two parties j and in either case the suffrage cause 
need not shrink from the scmtiny. 

But Suppose it were otherwise ? How would th^tt affect the 
merits of the case ? It is a question of inalienable human rights. 
Is infidelity to be cured by Christian oppression ? Will you in- 
vade men's rights to teach them honesty and good morals? 
Must Honesty and Humanity blush to be found redressing hu- 
man wrongs, because the victims are dishonest and vicious ? So 
thought the Pharisees, but so thought not the Savior, The 
slaves, it is said, are so thievish and vicious, that the good 
should not seek their freedom. It would be strange if there 
were no bad men among the majority of the people of Rhode 
Island. But shall liberty therefore be crushed ? Shall despot- 
ism rule the earth; so long as it can plead the vices of the peo- 
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plc ? h not, dcspolisin itself one of the giant vices, the parent of 
vices, that needs to be removed, before tbc world can be re- 
formed ? 

Those who have been most forward to blacken the characters 
of the suffrage men, to heap upon ihei^ the most opprobrious epi- 
thets, and represent them as a low rabbie, have nevertheless made 
some very remarkable admissionij. Dr. Tucker, in his discourse, 

p. 16, says The evil has infected the churches"-- ^" Sad 

divisions" have taken place — friend has been arrayed against 
friend, brother against brother — lines of alienation have rim 
through families and firms of business."— And Dr. Waylahd says 
their movements " have been fostered And abetted, in some cases, 
by the civil magistrates, and yet more, in some inst^iic^s^ by 
irien who have been nurtured among us, vvho have sat at oor ta- 
bles, and been warmed by our fire-sides." — (Disc. p. 8.) And 
again,—" I have been informed that a considerable number of 
professing Christians, in this, city, have been deluded into a par- 
ticipation in these transaction:?."— (p. 30.)' And yet again: — 
" This has been done, [i. e. leading Oitizfens have been ' deftotinced 
as tyrants and oppressors,'] or at ieast it has been countenanced 
and abetted by, men who call themselves the disciples of the 
Lord Jesus, who partake of the elements of that body which was 
broken, and that blood which was shed for our sins, and who pro- 
fess to be cultivating in their hearts the temper of a holy 
Heaven."-— (p. 25.) 

Is it not proper that the controversy between such men and 
tlieir accusers should . be patiently examined ? So we should 
think. And wc will therefore proceed to take lifp the discussion 
in due order. 

ORIGIN AND CHARACTSR OP THE " CHARTER." 

As the aristocratic insurgents in Rhode Island, a known mi- 
nority of the people, claim the lawful authority to govern the 
State, under the old Charter of Charles II. of England, and since 
to the present time, they have uniformly refused to lend ^ter 
sanction to the formation of such a Republican Constitution, by 
the people, as should define their rights^ and place the govern- 
ment in the hands of the majority, and since they deny the vali- 
dity and legality ot the Constitution recently formed by the Peo- 
ple, heccmse they themselves had not given, and toill not give it 
their sanction, and are determined to hold on to their power un- 
der " the Charter," at the expense of a civil war, and by means of 
martial law, it becomes necessary to examine the history and na- 
ture of this magic instrument, and lind out, if we can, the secret 
of its claims over Popular Sovereignty, and inalienable human 
right Jr. 



Ojr RHODE ISLAND. 



9 



The settlement of Rhode Island wag commenced by Roger 
Williams and olheFs, in 1636. Sir Henry Vane, by authority of 
Parliament, granted its first Charter m 1643-4. The miion of 
Providence Plantations, Warwick and Rhode Island proper, im- 
der this Charter, was in a few years broken, but in 1654, com- 
missioners from all the towns agreed on a re-union, and the gov- 
ernment, under the Charter, was re-organized. Democratic usa- 
ges prevailed here, as in the other N. England Provinces, and re- 
ligious liberty was especially and signally asserted and guarded. 
On the restoration of Charles II., in 1 660, the inhabitants took 
measures to secure their privileges by a new Charters^ with the 
Royal assent. This was effected, the same year, and the docu" 
ment runs in the usual kingly style, of our especial grace^ cer* 
tain knowledge, and mere ^notion^ Here we have the "repub- 
lican form of government" of Rhode Island, containing on its facij^ 
a flat denial qf the right of popular sovereignty, and granting, as a 
royal concessions and as a privilege, whatevery repi>,blican claims 
as his inalienable rights— In its immediate pr<cvvis?05]s, liowerery 
the Charter was all, or nearly all, the inhabitants of the Province 
had adventured to ask of their monarch. It granted freedom of 
conscience *' in religious concernments.'' It w^as the creation, iiv 
customary form, of apolitical corporation^ with general powers, 
of self-government. It empowers the Assembly to admit persons- 
free, of the company, and prescribes no terms or qualificatiotis 
whatever. Before this Charter, and under that of 1643, the rule 
of admission was *' being found meet for the service of the body 
politic." 

ACTION OF Tim ASSEMBLY, UNDER THE CHARTER, 

It is to the Charter Assem.Wy, rather than to the instrument it- 
self, that the chief practical mischiefs under ii are to be chargerd. 
In 1666, an Act of Assembly ¥;^s passed, delegating to the towns, 
the power to adinit "freemen," — (for so the voters alone are- 
termed, in Rhode Island.) It was not until 1724, that an Act 
was passed, requiring electors to have a freehold estate of £100^ 
or 40 shillings rent, and declaring the oldest son of such a free- 
holder to ba a freeman, without qualification. After various 
changes, the amount, in real estate, was reduced to £40, or $134 
of the federal currency, which continues to the present day. Yet 
neither does this, nor any other qualifiGation, (except being the 
oldest son of a freeholder,) entitle any man^ in Rhode Island, to 
the rights of a " freeman," unless the " freemen" of the towrv 
where he resides choose to propound ?jnd vqte him in, as a fellow- 
freemen, which they are not legally bound to do.— The repra^ent^- 
ation of the several towns in the General Assembly, having hc€n. 
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apportioned by ibc CJiartcr, and no provision being made for a 
new apportionment, in lapse of lime, became very unequal : and 
the Assembly, since the American Revolution, having been abso- 
lute, has done nothing to remedy the evil. And a minority, only, 
of the adult male population are " freemen.'^ 

PRESENT VALIDITY OF THE CHARTER. 

By the Revolution, the authority of the British crown was 
thrown off, arid the Royal Charter of Charles II. expired, and be- 
came a dead letter, of course. A variety of considerations prove 
this, and prove, likewise,, that the present action of the Assembly 
under it, is an unlawful and unconstitutional usurpation.. 1. The 
assertion of State Independency, by the National Declaration of 
Independence, annulled the Charter, in form.— 2. By establish- 
ing Popular Sovereignty, it denied the principle upon which the 
Charter was based ; and by which the General Assembly, either 
with or without the Charter, (representing, as it does, only a mi- 
nority of the citizens,) continues to wield the power oF the State. 
S. The R. I. Assembly, itself, gave its own ratification of all this, 
on the 12th of July 1776, by adopting, as their own, the Declara- 
tion of Independence, made, a few days before, by the Continental 
Congress.— ^4. The Constitution of the United States, to which 
Rhode Island has assented,* "guaranties to every State in the 
Union a republican form of government," but neithsr the Royal 
Charter, nor the General Assembly representing a minority, 
(whether acting with or without authority from the Charter,) ex- 
hibit my thing deserving the name of a republican form of gov- 
ernment. This is apparent from what has already been stated, 
and other proofs will appear, as we proceed. — 5, The People— 
Out the General Assembly, nor the land-holders, were the con- 
querors and successors of the British crown.—B. The people, as 
we shall soon show, have formed .a new Constitution, and regu- 
larly organized a State government under it. 

PROG^IESS OF THE USURPATION ITS DESPOTISM. 

So far from relinquishing their power under a Charter which 
they had themselves solemnly declared to be no longer of any 
binding authoiity, the Assembly of Rhode Island, fwm that day 
to the present, have exercised uncontrolled and unlimited power. 
Except in the matter of freedom in religious concernments, (the 
practical value of which, in their keeping, we shall see in its 
place,) the Charter itself had put but one restriction upon the 



* The Charter Government refused to send delegates to the Convention that 
framed the United States Constitution, and did not come into the Union till 
May X790. 
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power of the General Assembly, and that was, that " the Acts of 
the Assembly shall not be repugnant to the laws of this our realm 
of EnglancP'^ I So that unless the Assembly transcend those op- 
pressions of the British Government that caused the Revolution— 
the Charter imposes upon it no restrictions or restraints ! Yet, 
as a matter of fact, the Assembly has transcended even these 
bounds. For while the Parliament of Britain taxed the colonies, 
without allowing their representation in the National legislature, 
leaving the colonists free to choose delegates to their own Pro- 
vincial Assemblies, and to manage their county and town matters 
as they pleased, the Assembly of Rhode Island taxes its subjects, 
without allowing the great majority of them any vote, any where, 
either in town, city, county. State or National matters ! The 
Charter too, empowers the Executive, during the recess of the 
Legislature, to establish and enforce " all methods, orders, rules 
and directions" that it may deem proper ! So that, as one writer 
has remarked, " there is, under the Charter, a despotic Assembly 
inperpetuam^ and a despotic Executive, ad interim^ against whom 
the people" have no manner of protection. Those acquainted in 
R; island, for 30 years past, know very well, that this absolute 
omnipotence and irresponsibility of the General Assembly have 
been the proverbial and taunting boast of those by whom its 
power had been wielded, and who have, insolently and insultingly, 
Bet the people at defiance. 

CHOICE OF RULERr?. SECURITY OF RIGHTS. 

Will it be said that the people have had their remedy, in the 
choice of their rulers ? To what portion of the people may ih\s 
be said ? And to whom ? Can it be said to the pom\ wild most 
need the protection of the government ? None but holders of 
real estate, and their eldest sons, are even eligible for election to 
the station of " freemen," or voters. And what is their compara- 
tive number ? The number of adult white males, in 1 840, was 
computed at 25,600, and the whole number of votes polled at 
the Presidential election, that year, was 8663, being the largest 
number ever polled in the State. So thii less than ojie-third 
governed the other tivo-thirds. Estimates, at other times, have 
beetj made, that three-fifths, and somelinies three fourths^ of the 
entire adult male population have been disfranchised. [A suffi- 
cient refutation, by the bye, of the pretense that tlie people have 
all along, or until lately, been generally satisfied with the existing 
order of things !] 

But the story oi minority usurpation does not end here. The 
inequalities of representation have been hinted See a few 
exemplifications of this inequality. " One free^iioldor in Bar- 
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lington," it is said, "has as much weight in the governmexU as 
ttvenhj-one free-holders in Providence, nine in Cumberland, or 
eighteen in Smithfield." Again, *'owe free-holder in Newport is 
equal to four in the former, or three in the latter place." Once 
more. In 1840, "seventt/'-^i^o representatives were chosen. Of 
these, thirty-eight., more than a majority, were chosen from 
lowns possessing a population of 29,036 inhabitants, and which 
east 2,846 electoral votes. The ren.'aining thirty-four represent- 
atives were chosen from towns possessing a population of 79,801 
inhabitants, and which cast 5,776 electoral votes." * So that, 
while 8,662, or about one-third of the adult male population, had 
the right of suffrage, and nominally governed the IState, yet 
2,846, or less than one-eighth^ chose the majority of the popular 
branch of the Assembly, and really held the balance of power.' 

Thus much for the security of human rights in R. Island, aris- 
ing from popular election. The next plea we hear is, that the 
minority have governed with so much justice, that the people can 
trust them witli their rights, and therefore the Sovereignty of the 
People is not worth contending for. This plea comes from the 
pen of President Wayland. , Let us examine it. 

Security for their rights, and especially security from the en« 
croachments of the government, is among the inalienable rights 
of the people — the guaranty of all the rest of their rights. How 
can it be said, then, that the minority govern with justice, when 
they govern without the consent of the governed ? How can in^ 
dividual rights be said to be safe, in the keeping of -those who not 
only refuse to secure ihem, but absolutely take tJiem aivay ? . The 
security and the nghts of the disfranchised of Rhode Island rest 
upon the same basis as the security and the rights of the disfran- 
eliised of the Sou-th. Happy people ! They are protected^ for» 
Booth, by their kind masters, who rob them ! 

The Charter Government permt^s suifrage, as a privilege, to 
be extended or contracted at its pleasure. It resolutely refuses 
:to recognize the right. This the present contest discloses. It 
can give, and it can take away. It, and not the People, is Sove^- 
reign. It follows that there has been no permanency — nothing 
upon which the voter himself can rely— in respect to the exercise 
of 4ihe franchise. The power that made him a " freeman," can 
unmake him. The "Assembly" that fixed the qualification to 
$134 value of real estate, and changed it half a dozen times, can 
fix it at $134,000, if it pleases, and there is no remedy. It might 
extend the franchise in the manner it has sometimes promised (but 
neglected) to.do, and then take it away again, at its pleasure. Not 
only the Assembly, but the town meeting of exclusives, claims, 
by delegation, the same right to exclude whomsoever it pleases, 
.and whatsoever gu&liftcations they may possess. 
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The ^^governed^^ have no power to demand any redress or 
amendment. This was a necessary feature of the " Royal Char- 
ier," and those who wrongfully pretend to have inherited its 
kingly powers, very distinctly assert, now, at the point of the 
bayonet, and in the abused name of " law and order," the same 
disorganizing and lawless claim. 

" Under the Charter," says an able writer,* " tlie people can 
have no rights secured to them independent of the Government — 
even the Act "declaratory of certain rights of the people of this 
State' is but a Legislative Acty and may be repealed whenever 
the Legislature think proper." The people hold oil their rights, 
just as the southern slave holds certain articles of property, dur^ 
ing the good pleasure of his iBaster. 

OTHER RIGHTS INVADED — ADDITIONAL BADGES OF SERVITUDE. 

It has been accounted the peculiar hardship of the American 
slave, that he can not sue, in a court of law, a? could the slaves of 
the ancient Greeks and Romans. But two-thirds, at least, of the 
aduh white males of R. Island may, in this particular, be ranked 
with the southern slaves, and below the slaves of the Athenians. 

In R. Island — " No person whatever, since the Revolution, 
has been permitted to bring a suit at any court of law in the 
State, except he be a free-holder, or except he procure a free- 
holder to endorse his original writ, or cause of action." This, 
too, in the face of the " Act declaring certain rights^ ^-c," (above 
namedj) which says :— Every person within this State ought to 
find a certain remedy, by having recourse to the laws, for all in- 
juries or wrongs which he may receive in his person, property or 
character." *' And y«t," says the same writer, " by another Act 
it is provided that * no person who i^ not a free-Jwlder shall have, 
out of the Clerk's office, any writ, &c. or unless some sufficient 
free-holder shall endorse his Christian and surname on the back 
of the same' — thereby denying that any of the people of this State 
are * persons' entitled to redress, hxxi free-holders, or owners of 
real estate." 

The right of trial by Jury has bedii thought one of the great 
safeguards of freedom. " But this right,'^ it is affirmed on good 
authority,! "is enjoyed by less than. two-fifths of the citizens of 
Rhode Island." None but " freemen" are empanneled and €an sit 
as jurors. This fact, by the bye, puts additional terrors into the 
hands of the Charter government, by whom the Constitutional 
Governor Dorr and his adherents are charged with the crime of 

♦ B. Cowell, Esq. of Providence. 

f "A Member of the Boston Bar," in Review of " Wayknd's Discourse." 
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high treason. They can not be tried by their peers. They must 
be tried by those who can not be considered impartial jurors. 
And besides, all the Courts of Justice are so created and con- 
structed as to be but "Star Chamber" Courts, "a shield to the 
government^ rather than to the people,''^ 

Another Jaw of Rhode Island, authorizes the Town Council, 
when any person comes within their limits, whom they dislike, 
or whom, for any cause they desire to get rid of, or whom, in the 
words of the law, 'they shall determine to be an unsuitable person 
to become an inhabitant' of their town, to give notice to that per- 
son, (he not being a freeman,) to depart out of the town within a 
certain period, on penalty, if he fail to go, of being bound for one 
year into servitude^ to any citizen op the united states !* 

Very plainly, by this Statute, any n'^w resident, not a free- 
holder, might be " bound out into slavery at the South ! What a 
parallel have v/e here to those infamous laws by which free col- 
ored citizens are sold into slavery ! Another section of the same 
Act " renders it imperative on all who entertain strangers, to re- 
port them within seven days, to the President of the Town 
Council."* 

religious liberty outraged. 

Under shelter of the enactments just mentioned, Official Towiu 
Dignitaries and others have, ever and anon, annoyed and insulted 
with the threat of banishment, itinerant and transient Mission- 
aries, Agents, and others, who have sojourned temporarily in the 
StatCo In so doing, they have treated with utter contempt that 
clause of the U. S. Constitution that guaranties to the citizens of 
each State the right of free and peaceful sojourn in every other 
♦State. Here, again, we trace the close resemblance between the 
lawless despotism of the slave States, and that of the Charter 
Oovernment of Rhode Island. That Anti-Slavery lecturers 
should have had the terrors of this law held over them, need ex- 
cite no surprise. But it is not, perhaps, so commonly known that 
others have fallen under tte same ban. A single specimen may 
suffice. Rev. William Mler, a respectable minister of the gos- 
pel, [as " regularly educated and ordained" as the most fastidious 
could desire,] was preaching, about ten or twelve years ago, at 
Washington Village, in Rhode Island, in a house erected 'by the 
►contributions of Christians, many of whom were disfranchised. 
His services were highly appreciated by a portion of the inhabit- 
tants. But his faithful testimony against rum-selling, made him 
obriexious to a number of the tree-holders," by whom he was 
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fonnaliy notified that lie should be banished from the town, unless 
lie altered his st^de of })reaching. He pursued the even tenor of 
his way, until the threat was literally fuliilled. Either by order of 
the town authorities, or else by vote of the " freemen"' in open 
town meeting, (we are not positive which,) he was authorititavely 
and officially ordered to leave the town, with which order he 
peaceably complied, and left the town and the State. He had 
previously been an ordained minister in another town in Rhode 
Island — was afterwards settled at or near River Head, on Long 
Island, and has since supplied, for some time, the pulpit of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Utica. We are thus minute, to 
show that R. Island legislation, under the Charter, is not a dead 
letter, and that the persons recently described as low vagabonds 
and rebels, are not its onlv victims. 

The banishment of a minister of the gospel, under authority of 
the Charter Government, for no crime but preaching against the 
sins of the "free-holders," is a precious comment upon the boast- 
ed guaranty of " freedom in matters of religious concernment," in 
the land of Roger Williams, showing how little any slich guar- 
anty is worth, under a government irresponsible to the people, and 
undefined by a Constitution. 

Another specimen of the tone and style of Town Meetings of 
the "/reeme?2," may be found in the resolution adopted and en- 
forced, in Providence, a few years since, excluding all persons 
except themselves from the Town House, during Town 
Meetings. 

POPULAR MOVEMENTS AGAINST DESPOTISM. 

Not long after the State of Rhode Island assented to the Federal 
Constitution, in May 1790, there began to' be movements in favor of 
a State Constitution, an extension of the suffrage, and an equalized 
representation. The petitions for this object became so impor- 
tunate and so numerous, that, about the year 1797 or 8, the Charter 
Assembly felt constrained to call a Convention, woi of the People, 
however, but of the pvivi]ege6 free -holders. This Convention framed 
a Constitution, (if our information be correct^) which was submitted 
to the free holders, and rejected byihem. These particulars we have 
from a clergyman, who was a member of the College in Providence 
at the time. In 1811, the effort was renewed, but with similar want 
of success. 

From 1819 to 1822 inclusive, a period of four years, the State was 
agitated with the same discussion, but with no visible effect on the 
Charter Government. 

In 1824 the Assembly called a Convention of the ^^freemen,^^ to 
form a Constitution. This Convention recommended an equalized 
representation amonfr the " freemen," but a motion to extend the suf. 
frage received but iJiree votes, The proposed Constitution was re- 
jected. 
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In 1829, nftcr an animated and elaborate newspaper discussion of 
two years, petitions were presented to the Assembly for an extension 
ot' the .suliVage. They were referred to a Committee, vho reported 
an insulting reply to the petitioners, "describing them as a degraded 
portion of tine community, and reminding them that if they were dis- 
satistied \Vilh the institutions of the State, they were at liberty to 
leave it ! The Report was received, and printed, and considered, 
with much exultation, as the most eftective rebuke ever adminis- 
tered to the advocates of liberal sufirage in E. Island/'* 

This was the courtesy extended by the Charter Assembly to two- 
thirds of the adult male population of Rhode Island, including proba- 
bly seven-eighths of all of them who are and have been the efficient 
and consistent friends of temperance, moral reformation, human lib- 
erty and social improvement in that State. These characteristics 
have only made the extension of the sutTrage the more difficult there, 
because such qualifications are the last that the conservators of aris- 
tocratic misrule in Rh(1de Island would wish to see coming to the 
polls. There is no " Liberty Party" in Rhode Island, because the ma- 
terials for such a party are disfranchised. We have in our mind's 
eye a very prominent individual, now deceased, who for many years 
siotoriously controlled the oligarchy of the State, whose known hos- 
tility to common and Sunday schools was generally attributed to his 
fear of the effect of popular intelligence upon his political influence, 
at a time when no small number even of the " free^holders" and their 
" oldest sons'* could neither read nor write. It is undeniable that the 
progress of learning, among the people, has been accompanied with a 
rising demand for a free government. If, (as Pres. Way land claims,) 
some of the conservators of the Charter have befriended common 
schools, it only proves them less discerning than the politician just 
described. 

The tone of the Legislative Report of 1829 has been but too faith- 
fully echoed by the presses of R, Island, with few exceptions, from 
that time to the present. The majority, including the most moral 
and patriotic portion of the people, have been charged with the foulest 
crimes, and blackened by every epithet of abuse. The cry cf treason 
against the abolitionists, in 1834-5-6, in that State, was only an in- 
cidental form of the same policy. And the same Mr. Hazard, who 
drew up the insulting Report just adverted to, was likewise the ad- 
vocate of penal enactments against anti-slavery discussions, the 
draftsman of a Bill for that object, which, as Chairman of a Commit- 
tee on that subject, he introduced into the General Assembly of R. 
Island : a measure first proposed and recommended by a regular town 
meeting of the " freemen" of Newport. Thus identified, at every 
step, are the enemies of northern and of southern freedom. 

In 1832 another effort in favor of an extended suffrage met the fate • 
of its predecessors. 
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In 1834 the oflbrt wag renewcdj in the shape of a regularly organ- 
hed political party. But what could a political party do without 
voters ? The very object of the party was to obtain the franchise ! 
A few only of the freemen" could be induced to join in the move- 
ment, though, as in the former struggles, great pains were taken to 
diffuse light, and show the benefits of a free government in contrast 
with the abuses existing in R. Island. At first, the Assembly showed 
some symptoms of alarm, and, as on former occasions, assurances 
were given by iniluential politicians, that something eflicient should 
be done. The Assembly went so far in 1834 as to call a Conven. 
tion—mt of the Pjsopie— but of the ^^freemen" — the landocracyo 
In this Convention, a proposition to extend the suffrage received only 
sevien votes, and the members dropping off, one after another, the Con- 
vention dispersed, for want of a quorum ! Yet the free suffrage par- 
ty struggled on, four years, when it became extinct, without having- 
made any perceptible degree of change in the minds of the " free- 
men," who seemed determined never to yield their monopoly of 
power. This brings down the history until 1838. An entire gene- 
ration had thus melted away in the fruitless endeavor to recover their 
inalienable, God-given rights. Among them were many soldiers of 
the Revolution, who died without obtaining the liberties for which 
they fought, or learning the practical value of the far-famed « Decla.- 
ration" which, on every returning fourth of July, was subjected to^ 
the mockery of a pompous reading, amid the roar of cannon, and the 
senseless huzzas of the unreflecting. 

TUB EIGHTH GENERAL STRUGGLE, 

Seven distinct struggles for liberty in Rhode Island, within less 
than fifty years past, we have already recorded. The people per- 
haps began to think themselves entitled to a Jubilee. But they did 
not expect it, without another strugglr It came. It was severe, 
but it was successful. 

In the latter part of 1840, an Association of mechanic's, chiefly 
non-free-holders, was organized in Providence, and similar Associa- 
tions were soon formed throughout the State. Once more, in Jan- 
uary 1841, petitions were sent to the Old Charter Assembly. " Tiiey 
were insultingly passed by, witliout any notice cr aciion.^^ Congress 
had set the precedent of excluding petitions for tiie laborers of tiio 
South. The Rhode Island Assembly knew iio difference between the 
laborers of the South and of the North. They seem to have profited 
by the hints of McDuffie and Calhoun, of Pickens and Leigh, They 
had learned how to deal with " the white slaves of the North." But 
a petition was presented from the town of Smithfieldj in favor of a 
more eqiial represeniaiion among " FREiEMEN." This was acted upon 
Feb. 6, and a resolution adopted, requesting the freemen''^ to choose 
delegates to a Convention to be held in November, 1841. 

FOR^IATION OF A STATE CONSTITUTION. 

The disfrancliiscd non-frco. holders, well knowing (hat the contcm- 
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plated CohventiOn of ^^freemen^^ was not intended to d6 iny thing 
effective f6v them^ invited a Mass Convention of the people at Provi- 
dence, Apvil 17th, 1841, " to consider their rights, grievances and 
remedies," « A second Mass Convention was held at Newport, May 
5th : and a State Committee was appointed, with power to' call a 
Convention of the people at large, for the formation of a Republican 
Constitution, But this call was delayed linrtil the June session of the 
Charter Assembly, at which Mr, Atwell, a free suffrage member,' in- 
troduced a Bill to admit tax-payers to vote with the freemen" in the 
choice of delegates to the November Convention, appointed by the 
Assembly* Ten votes only, out of sixty-iwOf were given in favor of 
this motion, proving clearly that the People had not mistaken the 
objects of that Charier Assembles Convention. On the 5th of July, 
therefore, their Mass Convention assembled again at Providence, and 
instructed their State Committee to issue forthwith, their (iall, • This 
was accordingly done. Delegates were duly chosen, according to an 
equal ratio, and in doing it moderators and clerfcs were chosen, in the 
primary meetings, held in nearly all the towns in the State, and the 
business was transacted according to customary usages in Rhode Is- 
land. A large majority of the delegates assembled in Convention at 
Providence, Oct. 4th, 1841, formed a plan of a Constitution, and ad- 
journed till the next month, that the plan might be submitted to the 
public scrutiny, and be discussed among the people. They re-assem- 
bied fin November, made several amendments of their plan, passed 
upon the Constitution, and submitted it to the people for their adop- 
tion or rejection, " The adult male populatiouj who were citizens of 
the United States, and had their permanent residence, or home, in the 
State," were invited to vote upon this question of adoption or rejec- 
tion. This was done, agreeably to appointment of the Conventions 
Bee. 27th, 28th and 29th, 1841, and the result was the adoption of 
the Constitution " by a vote of 13,944, being more than thre6-fifths 
of the entire male population of Rhode Island." These votes were 
duly returned to the People's Convention, examined and counted, and 
the Constitution declared to be adopted, " The report of the Count- 
ing Committee was transmitted to the Charter Assembly, at its Janu- 
ary session, 1842, and a motion made (by Mr. Atwell) in that body, 
for a Committee to examine the return, which was negatived by a! 
large majority." So the Charter Assembly refused to inquire 
whether or no the People had adopted a Constitution ! 

convention op the land-holders — WRINGING AND TWISTINO. 

In the mean time, the Landholders' Convention, by invitation of 
the Charter Assembly, had assembled, the first Monday in November 
1841, and «i proceeded to draft a Constitution. On the question of 
the extension of the suffrage, the Convention * Voted, to exclude the 
eldest son of freemen, and admit such white male adult citizens as 
possessed taxable property to the amount of five hundred dollars.' " 
The Convention then adjourned to meet again the 15th day of Feb^ 
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a'uary following. This they did without formally passing a vote upon 
the plan of Constitution, as a whole. This circumstance, together 
with the subsequent abandonment of this five hundred dollar qualifica. 
tion, at their adjourned session in February, {after the adoption of the 
People's Constitution,) has been made the basis of an evasion, by 
means of which the impression has been successfully and extensive1,y 
made, abroad, that no such property qualification was ever intended. 
The/<5!ci, nevertheless, remains, as above stated, and had there been no 
such event as the adoption of the Free Suff'rage Constitution, by the 
people, it is manifest that no such favorable change in the Constitu- 
iion of the " Freemen's" Convention would have been witnessed. 
This is evident, by the testimony of their own defenders. A. C. 
Barstow, in his Letter in the Emancipator of July 21st, in answer 
to Wm. Goodell, and speaking of this period, Nov. 1841, says : 

« But little interest was taken in the matter, [i. e. the free suffrage 
movement,] up to this time. The legal party always looking upon It 
as ^farcei never opposed, nor took any notice of it " 

Of course, then, they had no intention of enacting the « farce " of 
free suffrage, in which they pretend the people themselves took « but 
little interest" ! And since they " ^oJc no notice of" this « farce" of 
the people's petitioning for the franchise, it follov/s that the pretense 
of this same Mr. Barstow, in a previous paragraph, that " the pray™ 
er" (of the free suffrage men) '*'to the Legislature was answered,'* 
(instead of the prayer of the " freemen'* of Smithfield, for an equal- 
ized representation,} is proved to be without a shadow of foundation. 
Equally explicit is the Discourse of Predident Wayiand, p. 14, where 
he says : — 

" It is proper to add, that until very lately, it hss been really douht- 
fid whether a change was actually desired by any large number of 
our citizens. Petitions on this subject, were, it is true, several times 
presented, but they never seemed to arise from any strong feelings nor 
to assume a form that called for immediate action. It has really been 
matter of surprise to me, that the question awakened so little atten- 
tion,'' [!!!] 

Who will believe that, with these views, any " immediate action" 
would have been taken by the holders of power, had not the people 
themselves asserted the sovereignty which God, and reason, and the 
Declaration of Independence, had awarded io them ? How amazing 

is the efli'ontery of these men ! In no possible way no — not by 

nearly a half century of exertion, (so they tell UvS,) could the least im- 
pression be made upon them, that the petitioners were in earnest-— or 
at least " any large number of them" — not enough of them to cause 
any alarm, and tJm'eJore, " immediate action was not called for !" 
The disfranchised of llhode Island had presented themselves before the 
Charter Assembly, about as many times, by their petitions, as Moses 
and Aaron, on behalf of the Hebrews, and on a similar errand, luul 
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presented themselves before Pharaoh ; they hud waited many years 
longer than did the Hebrews, for the granting of their petitions— ^but 
the Assembly thought it " really doubtful whether any change was ac- 
tually desired, by any large number of the citizens" ! The petition- 
ers had adopted the plan of" carrying this object into effect by means 
of voluntary associations.^^ So says President Wayland, and he inti- 
mates their dangerous strength and power. Yet he saw no evidence 
in them of "any strong feeling," and was "quite surprised that the 
question awakened so little atlentioa" ! A political party had been 
organized — a newspaper had been established and patronized—money 
had been expended — immense Mass Conventions, the largest gather- 
ings^ever witnessed in the State, had been held at Providence and 
Newport, and marched in procession through the streets-^measures 
adopted for forming a Constitution— delegates to the Convention ap» 
pointed in nearly all the towns in the State — but «the legal party al- 
ways looked upon it as a faece !"— (precious proof of the clearness 
of their vision !) and, (without ever imagining that they had already 
granted the prayer of the disfranchised, and had, ^/ler^b/e, called ?i 
Convention of the ''freemen;') they « TOOK NO NOTICE" what- 
ever of all that was passing around them. 

But no sooner had the peopk. taken the additional step of acting 
upon their rights, than — behold ! the tables are/ at once, turned, and 
now, forsooth, the people have been so disorganizing and rebellious, 
that a fair pretext is found for their subjugation by martial law ! Yes ! 
And then they try to make the nation believe they were aboiit to give 
ihem all they asked; had it not been for their insubordination to 
law ! ■ 

Bat we anticipate the discussion. We must patiently record the 
facts. We must finish the history of this landholder's Constitution. 
We have noticed the refusal of the Charter Assembly, at its June ses- 
sion, to admit the tax.payers to vote, with the freemen, in choosing 
delegates to their Convention. We have seen also, the disposition, 
op to November, to establish a strong property qualification. We 
have seen, that, up to that time, they regarded the whole movement ^ 
" farce." But the successful adoption of a State Constitution by the 
people, had begun to convince them that something more than " a 
farce" was in progress— that the long-neglected and spurned petitions 
i;ad arisen from " strong feeling," on the part of " a large ncmber of 
the citizens."— What now CviUld be done, to prevent the ConstiintiQM 
just adopted from going into operation ? We shall presently see whafc 
they attempted to do. Yet other facts must be recorded in their 
order. 

WISDOM AND EQUITY. 

At the session of tlie Charter Assembly, in January 1842, Mr. At« 
well, a member of that body, and also a member of tlie People's Qpn- 
vention, introduced an Act, reciting the doings of that body, and re- 
quiring the Assembly to yield up its authority to the new .frovernment, 
.which was to be orgnnizod under the Constitution. The Bill was re- 
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jccled. «Mr. Atwell then moved for an inquiry into the nunnber of 
qunViiied voters who had cast their ballots for the new Constitution, 
This, too, was negatived, and the entire subject treated with marked 
contempt. Having^ thus refused to make the inquiry^ the Charter 
Assembly tacitly admitted that the " asserted majority" was a true 
and real one--they evinced their conviction of the fact, and all cavil 
and controversy on that noint, on their part, was thus forever fore- 
closed — and their position, in this respect, tliey well understand. 

Somethings however, had been gained. The Landholders' Conven* 
tion was to meet again in February, and the Charter Aswmbly, now, 
for the first time, consented to humor the people, by passing an Act 
which authorized all persons who would be allowed to vote under the 
Constitution that should be formed in February, to vote on the ques- 
tion of the adoption or rejection of that Constitution, in the framing 
of which they had not been permitted to participate. They insulted 
the people and common sense, at the same time, by passing another 
Act, declaring the People's Constitution, that had just been adopted, 
"an assumption of the powers of government, a violation of the 
rights of the existing government, and of the rights of the people at 
large P' That is to say,^* the people at large" had violated th«ir own 
rights, by doing their owa business, and asserting their own. supreme^ 
authority ! : 

■ 'COiSrSERVATIVE KNAVERY, AND T0PUI;AR SAGACITY. ' 

' Rejection of the Landholders'* ' Cmisiitution — and -whij ? — The Land- 
holders' Gonventio!? completed, at its February session, its draft of a 
Constitution, which was submitted to the people, on the 21st, 22d and 
^3d of March. It was kejected, by a majority of nearly 700. 
This rejection is one of the facts never disputed by^ either party, and 
may fairly be considered as a virtual ratification or ire-adoption of the 
People's Constitution of the December previous. What further de- 
monstration of the will of the majority could the Charter Assembly 
ask? They and their opponents, each in turn, had tried their hand, 
in framing a Constitution for the people. Their opponents had ob^ 
tained an overwhelming majority for theirs — and they had sustai ^ad 
an acknowledged defeat — a rejection of theirs. How could they : lesi 
with any pretension to fair dealing* or regard to " law and order,'* 
hold out in the controversy any longer? 

But it has been said that this Convention of the landholders was 
" defeated by the efforts of ambitious and designing men"! Who i» 
it, that has authority to say that, and to nullify the sovereign people's 
acts on that ground? What a "disorganizing" doctrine have we 
here ? By this rule, any President or Governor might hold his seat^ 
after the election of his successor, upon a similar plea. 

An examination of the landholder's Constitution will show the 
grounds. of its rejection. It was obnoxious to the people, in the fol- 
lowing particulars ;—- 

1. It did not provide for tliat gd-and. safeguR )f electoral indepen- 
dence, that terror of tyrants— tli^t dread of (iliiiiagogues — the totk 



nv nx^.hOT wit hold the name of the voter on the ticket. The mode i$ 
kjlt (o t!u; (lic-tulion of the (icjncrul AsseiaW}^ and the people had rea- 
son to appiohond IhrXt a inovlo woidd ho adopted, which, instead of 
conl'errinf' /rr//, iivailublc power, on the opeiiatives of the manufac- 
turing disu icts, (flependeiit as they are, on their employers, and subr. 
jected as they might be, to their scrutiny and dictatorship,) would on- 
ly tend to swell the already overgrown power of the capitalists. 

2. It did not destroy the freehold caste, sior the pecuHar qualifica- 
tion of the freeholder's oldest son. These stood in the same position 
as they did before, but the franchise was farther extended by admit, 
ting white native American citizens, twenty-one years of age, why 
had resided in the Stute two years, and in the town six months. Free- 
holders and their f'dtnt lions could vote after a residence of one yepa*. 

J{. Of course, it left all except freeholders without that right of ju- 
ry irlal by their peers so essential to their security, and even to their 
protection from persons cl^imir-g them as slaves. 

4. It did not place naturalizou citizens on a level wrth the soil-born, 
but required of them three years residence, in addition to the five re- 
quired by the United States; and that they should own real estate in 
the town where they might vote. This would prevent a large num- 
ber of operatives in the factories from voting at alL Many more 
wo jid forfeit the right, by moving to another village for employmeiat. 
Ar.d ijearly all of them would hold the elective franchise, if at all, at 
the pleasure and good will of their employers. Thus, they might be- 
come the tools of the capitalists, instead of becoming indepeni^^wt 
freemen. 

5. No provision was made enabling the people to strike out the 
woi'd " white'^ and thus extend the suffrage to the colored population. 

6. It did not recognize the inalienable rights of man, nor the spv^- 
leigaty of the People, nor their right to frame, alter and aboli$h gov- 
ernraents at their pleasure. 

Many other defects might be enumerated. But two positive abprn- 
inations, each one, of itself, sufficient to insure its rejection by a peo^ 
pie who understood their righia, or regarded fundamental equity, de- 
serve special attention. 

First. Its apportionment of representation was so unequal, that, 
under its operation, the State would have been still governed, as hitb- 
erto, BY A MINORITY ! It threv/ the control of the Assembly into the 
hands of towns and districts containing less than one-third of the in. 
habitants ! 

Second. The Assembly, thus constituted and governed, was to 
hold, in its own hands, virtually, the question of amendment or non- 
amendment, of this defective and unjust Constitution, All move- 
ments in the direction of change, were to originate with the Assembly 
elected by a minority of the people. If they proposed amendments, 
and the people concurred, and i/*— -after the people had approved 
them, the Assembly still agreed to it, then, but not otherwise, the 
■Constitution could \yQ amended ! v'jjjis mode of amendment will a^j^. 
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pear iiif its Iruo colors, when it is added that the^e was no provision 
madej for a new apportionment of the representation, ah'eady unequal, 
iind likely to grow into a still greater ineqimHty, in a few years. 

So that the landholders' Constitution, after all^ was a knavish trap, 
to cheat the people with a show of sovereignty, and never put them 
in real possession of it, no-— not even for a single hour. More than 
this,' it was a dishonest trick to gull them into a ratification, an agree- 
ment, to many of the same ab'ises which now exist only as sheer 
usurpations, without a show of popular or constitutional sanction,—- 
On the whole, the people knew vf^ry vi^ell, that if they adopted this 
Constitution^ Ih. y would be in a worse position to assert their rights, 
than they were, under the Charter. As its framing, both in the man- 
ner aind matter of it, was an insult to the people, so its rejection by 
them was a proof of their.discrimination and foresight. "They saw 
the hook through the bait," and avoided it; In the language of a ner- 
vous writer—" After all, it was to be the LAND that was to govern, 
and hot MAN. The free suffrage party were solemnly bound to re- 
ject that ConstitutioHj and they would have been false to themselves 
and to theii'principlesi if they had done otherwise." And he shows, 
by a detailed statement of particulars,- how*, er6 long, the representa- 
tion in the Senate, would have become ss objectionable as under the 
Charter, and how " this landed majority in the SenaJte, could always 
prevent the passage of any Act for the amendment of the Constitu- 
tion." 

How provoking, that the people would not rivet their own fetters ? 
That they would not give up their own Constitution for that of tho 
landholders ! They must be rebels and disorganizers, of course ! 

'jTHB STATE COl^STITUTION— ITS MAJORITY ADOPTION. 

Of the People*s Constitution, we have heard no complaint, that 
could befit republican or Christian lips, except the insertion of the 
word *^idhite" which, it was believed, would be stricken out by tho 
people^ as proposed. We will now attend to some objections that 
have been urged— not against the character, but against the mlid^ 
ity of thi^ Constitution. 

It has been contended by individuals, (never by the Charter Gov^ 
ermneni) that there is no evidence of its adoption by the majority. — 
This plea is evidently resorted to, as an after-thought — a mere pre- 
text, to cover the real ground of objection — its republican features— 
its recognition of popular sovereignty — its adoption without leave of 
the Charter Assembly. Nevertlieless, we will look at it. We have 
already noticed that the Assembly have never dared to inquire into 
the returhSe That fact, of itself, should be decisive, unless it be 
pleaded that the Assembly planted themselves solely upon the position 
that no Constittition adopted without their sanction could be binding ! 
If this be their ground, let them abide the issue on that ground, and 
let their advocateshc as silent as tMy arc, on the subject of the major- 
ity |doption| . • " 1^1 
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But is it credible that a majority of the people, who are disfran- 
chised/did not vote in favor of a Constitution that recognized their 
rights—and at a time, too, when they had every reason to believe that 
no Gonsfitution would be ofiered by the landholders' Convention, thai! 
would not contain the property qualification of ^500 ? A condition 
which would still disfranchise a great portion of theiri ? 

If it be said that very many of thera possess this prop^jrty qualifi- 
cation, and therefore were not in favor of the Constitution— and if to 
this plea be added the very novel estimate of Mr„ A.C, Barstow, that 
a majority of the people are landholders, and that therefore, they could 
not be supposed to be in favor of the People's Constitution—how, we 
demand, does this duplicate plea agree with the other very novel dis- 
covery of Mr. Barstow and others, viz., that the people of the State 
are almost unanimously in faVor of free suffrage, and have been, from 
the beginning of the present difficulties ? 

It is remarkable that President \¥ayland and others, who have la-, 
bored to create a suspicion or doubt on this majority question, have 
labored likewise to prove that the expressed will of the majority is not 
blinding, and that such a principle v/ould be despotic in its nature !— 
Mr. Barstow says explicitly — « If it [the Constitution] was voted for, 
by a majority of the male citizens, still it can not be the fundamental 
law of the land." And Dr. Wayland says that in such a despotism 
of the majority " society would be worse than solitude." Why then 
do they s»3ek to create a belief that this despotism of the majority is on 
tJieit^side i Why not stick to the old doctrine that the minority ought 
to govern ? 

But to the facts. The Committee of the People's Convention, by 
whom the returns were received and counted, reported " that as near- 
ly as could be ascertained, the number of males in the State, over the 
age of twenty-one years, who could be voters under the People's Con- 
stitution, was 23,142 ; that llj572 were a majority of that number, 
and that the People's Constitution was approved by 13,944, being a 
plurality of 4,756 and a majority of 2,372 votes." So that more ikan 
three-fifths of the whole number voted for the Constitution. Another 
calculation shows likewise, that the Constitution was adopted by a 
majority, even of the ^^freemen^^ under the Charter. Thus : The 
largest number of votes ever polled, under the Charter, was 8,662, a 
majority of whom would be 4,332. And the " returns" showed that 
4,927 of the votes in favor of the Constitution were given by " free- 
men," (for their votes were separately registered) making a majority 
of freemen of nearly six hundred. 

" Every challenge that was made, at the election, was received, and 
the votes excluded from the count. Every voter wrote his name on 
the face of his ticket, and these tickets are preserved for the scrutiny 
of the Charter Assembly, together with the registers kept of the per- 
sons voting." " As to any unfair dealings, or spurious votes, tlie As- 
semhly have never dared, though solicited by the lihercd members, to 
make five inmir^" ; ^^^^^'fj ^ht^"? ^^^^ ^'^^^^^ f^^' controv(|"sy •? 
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To make Lin inii)rossion abroad, it has been objected that votes were 
^iven hv pi'oxi/, that is, tickets, duly authenticated, were sent in by 
individuals not present in person. Also that the moderators of the 
town meetings were not put under oatii. But in both these particu- 
lars, the people followed the customary usages, ;ind even, in the cascf 
of voting by proxy, the statute laws of Rhode Island. For whatlion- 
est object, then, are these objections tr'Jmpeted|jthrdugh the land ? Ej- 
pecially when tha number of proxy votes were so few that if they 
v/cre al! cast out, the result would not be materially varied ? 

An effort has been made to discredit the rndjority returns of the 
Convention, by alledging that, in a subsequent vote for Governor, un- 
der this Constitution, in April, there was not quite half as many votes 
as were claimed for the Constitution. But what does this prove? — 
There was an occasion for a rally on the vote for the adoption of the 
Constitution. But in the election of Goverreor, there was no oppos- 
ing candidate, and why should the people rally in their strength?-— 
''riie aristocratic minority would not, of course, vote, under the Con- 
stitution, the validity of which they denied, and were preparing, by 
force df arms, to overthrow. A ballot-box rally, therefore, was- not 
needfjd, to meet them./ The Charter Assembly, too, bad passed a law, 
forbidding, on penalty of fines and imprisonment, the holding of meet- 
ings to vote under the People's Constitution, or standing as candid- 
ates ; and declaring it treason to accept and "assume to exercise" 
any State office, under the Constitution ! What can exceed the ef- 
frontery of men who can adopt measures like these, to keep this peo- 
ple from^voting, and then claim that the diminislied vote is an evi- 
dence of their having abandoned their object ! And yet, after all, 
the State s, wnder the Constitution were chosen bv a vote of 

nearly 1,600 more than those under the old Charter 

President Wayland, in his discourse, first repeats, and then, very 
adroitly, reverses the argument. After laboring to discredit the re* 
turns df the December vote, in favor of the Goristitution, he turns a 
somerset, and bases an argument tm the truthfulness of those returnse 
to Drove that " mere than one half" of those who voted for the Con- 
stitution in December, " had aba:ndoned" it in April ! For how did he 
know thtttf without assuming that the December returns were trust- 
worthy ? The honesfty of this double argument is in keeping with the 



* The votes for " the officers under this Constitution" are stated by President 
Wayland, to be 6,417. The Charter Assembly, as its proceedings are recorded in 
the Providence Journal of May 5, reported the vote for S. W. King, as Gover- 
nor to be 4,864, and for the opposing candidate, T. F. Carpenter (a suffrage rnan 
who has since been arrested for treason)'2,21 1 , Scattering, 3. This gives Gov. 
Dorr, by their own account, 1,553 more votes than S. W. King^ whom the 
Charterists support as Governor of the State. And it shows that out of the 
13,492 votes given for Governor, under hof-h organizations, only 4,864, or a little 
more than one-third were given for the man who afterwards governed the State 
by military laWy (!) while, by their own statements, 8,628 votes were cast for two 
candidates (Dorr and Carpenter) both of whom are charged with treason against 
the government, of the 4,864 " I'^gitimotcs.''' . » t - 
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logic that assumes, ({is his evidently does,) that the people ahandoit a 
Constitution, and thereby make it a nullity, by neglecting to rally a 
mjority of their whole number (or as many as voted to adopt it,) at 
very election that takes place under it ! And this from a learned 
«.eacher who deprecates "disorganization" and capricious and irregu- 
lar change ! 

If any thing were needed to corroborate the returns of the votes, 
^c/t efforts to get rid of them would be a sufficient guaranty of their 
correctness. Another corroboration of a main item, in the estimate 
of the Convention, is inadvertently furnished by another opponent. 

Mr. Barstow's estimate of the number of persons in Rhode Island 
"entitled to vote in States wheie suffrage is most extended" is 22,000, 
or 1,142 less than the estimate of the People's Convention^ This 
makes the majority in favor of the People's Constitution 571 more 
than they made it. For this unexpected service, from Mr, Barstow, 
the friends of the Constitution will be obliged. " Howbeit, he meant 
it not so, neither did his heart think so.'' He was intent on the ac- 
countable object of making out his new discovery that the horribly 
dangerous power of the majority, (as President Wayland hath it,) is 
in the hands of the landholders ! This point, to his own satisfaction, 
he made out, by an additional stretch of his powers at guessing, which 
we need not examine. If he chooses to have it that, with a majority 
of landholders, the People's Constitution was adopted by a majority 
of 571 more votes than they ever claimed, we shall not labor to con- 
fute him. 

And here we drop, for the present, the subject of the Constitution's 
majority adoption, with the obvious remark that if the people had a 
right to adopt a Constitution, without the sanction of the Charter 
Government, then they had a right to prescribe the manner of doing 
it, and of appointing the officers to do it— and their report of the re- 
mit is to be accredited by all conscientious sticklers for " law and or- 
der," and for the " correct way of doing business." Otherwise there 
is an end to all decisions by majorities, and the fiction of Pres. Way- 
land, as applied to the Constitutionalists, becomes a reality in the case 
of himself and his partisans. If " individuals" may trample on a 
Constitution of the sovereign People, duly declared by their appoint- 
ed officers to have been adopted, because they choose to doubt the cor- 
rectness of the count, thus claiming for themselves " a majority as- 
certained by no forms of law," then indeed may they " overturn the 
whole fabric of existing institutions" — a work which, it would seem, 
they are determined to do. 

CONSTITUTIONAL "LAW AND ORDER." 

We come then, to the grave inquiry whethe? the Constitution of 
llhode Island was adopted in conformity with " law and order ?" Or 
whether, as is claimed by the Charter Government, it was a violation 
of " law and order" for the People to form a Constitution, without 
leave of the Charter Assembly — insomuch that the legality and va- 
lidity of their Constitution is thereby destroyed, | i i ^ 
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The Declakation of Independence— -that corner stone of all 
our American Constitutions — that grand expositor and father of Con- 
stitutional law — that authenticated definition of " a republican form 
of government" and directory of " the manner^'' of establishing free 
institutions, according to fundamental " law and order"— is remarka- 
bly explicit, and direct to the point in hand. 

All governments " derive their just powers from the consent of the 
governed.^' — " Whenever any form of government becomes destruc, 
tive of the ends for which it was instituted, it is the right of the peo- 
ple to alter, or to abolish it, and institute a new government." 

Twenty- FIVE State Constitutions, in this Union, we might 
quote, to the same effect. And as to " the manner," the Constitu- 
tion of Vermont says — " The community hath an indubitable, ina- 
lienable, and indefeasible right, to reform or alter government, IN 
SUCH MANNER^ as shall be by that community, judged most condu. 
cive of the public weal." Pennsylvania says, " The people at all times 
have an inalienable, and indefeasible right to alter, reform, or abolish 
their government, IN SUCH MANNER &s they think proper." Vir- 
ginia says, "A m.ajority of the community hath an indubitable, ina- 
lienable, and indefeasible right to reform, alter or abolish government, 
IN SUCH MANNER as shall be judged most conducive to the pub- 
lic weal." Every Constitution of Government in the American Un- 
ion, (unless we o.uote the rejected landholders' Constitution of R. Is- 
land, from which it Wtis carefully excluded !) contains in its Bill of 
Rights the assertion of the same principle. 

We cite these specimens not merely as expressions of correct prin- 
ciples, but as authentic quotations of Constitutional " law and 
order" in America, Now for a few commentaries upon that "law 
and order." 

Washington, in his Farewell Address, says : 
"The basis of our political systems is the right of the people 
to MAKE and alter their form of government." 

Judge Wilson, of Pennsylvania, one of the framers of the U. S. 
Constitution, says : — " The people may change the Constitutions, 
whenever, and HOWEVER they please. This is a right of which 
710 positive institutions can ever deprive them." " In our governments, 
the supreme, absolute, inconlroliable power remains in the people ; as 
our Constitutions are superior to our legislature, so the people are su- 
perior to our Constitutions." [Judge Wilson's Works, Vol. III. page 
292. 3d Philad. ed. 1804.] Again, the same writer says, the people 
have the " right of abolishing, altering or amending this Constitution, 
at whatever time, and in WHATEVER MANNER they may 
choose." [Vol. I. page 17.] 

Hamilton, who was never suspected of ultra democratic predilec- 
tions, says : " The fabric of the American empire ougl)t to rest on the 
solid basis of the consent of the people. The streams of national 
power ought to flow immediately from that pure, original fountain of 
' , all legitiiniite authority." [Federalist, No, $2.]" ^ 
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Others. — But the time woukl fail us to quote Mr. Rawle, and 
Judges Patterson, Iredell, Marshall and Story, of the U. S. 
Supreme Court, the latter of whom says expressly, that the Declara- 
tion of Independence, which contains the doctrine, is not to be re- 
garded meiely as a practical fact, but " in a legal and Constitutional 
view of the matter, by courts of justice." [Story's Commentaries, 
p|). 198, 199] 

THE PULPIT— AS IT ONCE WAS. 

The clerical expounders of « law and order" in R. Island, (who 
boast, by the bye, their neglect and contempt of pohtica] concern- 
ments,) may be properly reminded that their predecessors, of Revolu- 
tionary times, who devoted earnest attention to civil matters, held 
exactly opposite vie»vs, and confronted the British and high tory di- 
vines of the day, (the Waylaiids and Yintons and Tucke^-s of their 
times,) with the assertion of the same doctrines just quoted from our 
;chief jurists and statesmen. They led the way, indeed, in shaping 
and promulgating the very doctrines now contended for by the Con- 
.stitutionalists of Rhode Jsland, and on iiccount .of which they are pro, 
scribed as disorganizers. 

President S.TiLEs, of Yale College, wrote a book in defense of the 
people's Judges, by whom Charles I. was deposed and sentenced to 
death ; and abundantly maintains the doctrines against which Presi- 
dent Wayiand contends. / 

Dr. Emmons, though a Federalist of the old' school, and jealous of 
the ultra democratic writers, both French and American, very clearly" 
asserts the doctrine now in dispute : 

« The highest, as well as the lowest civil rulers, under the gospel 
dispensation, derive all their authority from their fellow men, and not 
iiom God, [i. e. not by direct appointment,] and therefore those who 
gave them authority, ma}' take it away, and refuse to obey them, when 
they make laws which are unscriptural, unjust, oppressive and ty- 
rannical/* [Emmons' Sermons, Vol. V. p. 439.] Of course, the 
people must judge^for themselves. 

In a sermon on " Qbedience to Magistrates," under the administra- 
tion of the elder Adams, of whom he was a zealous supporter. Dr. 
Emmons, nevertheless, carefully'disclaims the doctrine now held by 
the Charterists of R. Island. He says : — 

" Volumes have been written in favor of passive obedience and 
non-resistance* to the higher powers, and volumes have been written 
in opposition to this absurd and detestable doctrine.''^ [Vol. 11. p. 140.] 



* This term M-as then used to designate— w^j^ the doctrine of the Gtuakers, n<^r 
the doctrine of Anti-Civil-Governmenl— but the doctrine of the high tory party 
in England, who held the divine right of kings— or of existing governments, and 
denounced anathemas n^ainst popular sovereignty, as the Charieristsof Rhodff| a 
Island now do. ' ^ 
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OTIIEK AUTHORITIES, 

Madison. After the Constitution of the United States had been 
framed and adopted, an objection, it seems, was raised, " in respect to 
the powers oi' the Convention." "It is asked," says Mr. Madison, 
*' by what authority this bold and radical innovation was undertaken." 
And Mr. Madison devotes a paper to the question ** whether the Con- 
vention were authorized to frame" it. No writer on the Constitu- 
tion, and on American Constitutional law, is regarded as higher au- 
thority than Mr. Madison. Let us hear him : 

"They [the members of the Convention] must have reflected that 
in all great changes of established governments, forms ought to give 
way to the substance ; that a rigid adherence, in such cases, to the 
former, would render nominal and nugatory the transcendent and pre- 
cious right of the people to abolish or alter this government, as to 
them shall seem most, likely to effect their safety and happiness^ 
Since it is impossible for the people spontaneously and universally to 
move in concert towards their object ; and it is THEREFORE ES- 
SENTIAL that such changes be instituted by some INFORMAL 
and UNAUTHORIZED propositiom, made by some patriotic CITI- 
ZEN, or NUMBER of citizens. They must have recollected that 
it was by this irregular and assumed privilege of proposing to the 
people plans for their safety and happiness, that the States were first 
united against the danger with which they were threatened by their 
ancient government ; that Committees and Congresses for concen- 
trating their efforts, and defending their rights, and thai Conventions 
were elected in the several States for establishing the Constitutions 
under which they are now governed. Nor could it have been forgot- 
ten, that no ill timed scruples, no zeal for adhering to ordinary forms, 
were any where seen, except in those who wished to indulgCf under 
these masks, their secret enmity to the substance contended for, * * 
" They must have borne in mind, that as the plan to be framed and 
proposed, was to be submitted to the people themselves, the disappro- 
bation of this supreme authority would destroy it for ever ; its ap- 
probation BLOT OUT ALL ANTECEDENT ERRORS AND IRREGULARI- 
TIES." [Federalist, No. 4Q.] 

If Mr. Madison bad been writing a Review of "Dr. Wayland's 
Discourse on the Affairs of Rhode Island," he could not have hit the 
mark with greater precision. 

But perhaps the Doctor and his friends vould prefer quotations from 
some modern statesman, one whose views of "law ana order" in R» 
Island, are more in accordance with their own. We will accommo- 
date them, with pleasure. 

Henry Clay, in his late speech at Lexington, Ky., touched upon 
Rhode Island affairs, and expressed great sympathy with the Charter- 
ists, and horror at the attempts of the Constitutionalists, Yet we will 
prove from this speech of M?. Clay, that the Constitution of Rhode 
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Island was regularly and lawfully framed and adopted ; that it is as 
valid and binding as any Constitution in the United States. 

Mr. Clay concedes that the Rhode Island Constitution " being sub- 
mitted to the People, an apparent majorily voted for it." And, instead 
of stopping to question the count, he contends that " the major parf^ 
must not be permitted to govern ! Why ? Because it was contrary 
to " precedent ?" No ! He admitted that it was according to " pre- 
cedent!" Was it because it was in violation of Constitutional law? 
This he does not pretend ! Why then ? Because the example, at the 
South, would tend to abolish slavery ! 

Yet Mr. Clay understands that the Constitution of R. Island was 
as regularly adopted as that of Michigan. This he admits, as well 
he may, for no leave was asked from Congress, or from any other 
body, by the people of Michigan, and they transacted the business 
less carefully and regularly than was done in Rhode Island, But then 
the people of Michigan should have known better than to assert pop- 
ular sovereignty, at the hazard of the "peculiar institution." And 
Congress should have known betier than to have permitted the prece- 
dent ! Hear Mr. Clay : ^' ^ 

*' I do not deny that their population and condition, (iu Michigan) 
entitled them to admission ; but I insist that it should have been done 
in the regular and established mode." 

And again,—" Did not the rebellion in Rhode Island find for its 
support, A PRECEDENT, established by the majority in congress in 
the irregular admission of Territories as States, into the Union to 
which I have heretofore alluded ?" 

Yes ! Mr. Clay ! Doubtless it did, if you call " the movements of 
the Dorr party"-— the Constitutionalists — a " rebellion." And since 
Congress has admitted Michigan, and thus conceded its Constitution 
to stand on the same legal footing with that of all the other States, it 
follows that neither Henry Clay, nor the Charterists of Rhode Island, 
nor President Tyler can wage war against the Rhode Island Consti- 
tution, without waging war with all the State Constitutions in the 
Union ! This by Mr. Clay's own showing ; and the sopporters of 

peculiar inst'tutions"— -Northern and Southern — would do well to 
count the cost, before they proceed much further. 

Senator Buchanan, another modern statesman, never suspected 
of sympathy, either with Gov. Dorr or other "incendiary fanatics," 
advocated in the Senate, the claims of Michigan for admission. In 
doing this, he vindicated the Michigan Constitution by just such ar- 
gument? as those by which Mr, Madison defended the Constitution of 
the United States— the sama used lately, by Mr. Cowell, in defending 
the Constitution of Rhode Island — an act, for which, by the bye, we 
understand, he was threatened with prosecution for treason, and has 
left the Stato, to escape arrest, by the Charterists ! 

Our witnesses, then, to the validity of the Rhode Island Constitu- 
tion, (if any of our American Constitutions are valid,) are these, viz. 
the Declaration of Independence, the ^C^onslitutiojis of the United 
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States, and of all the several States, with their Bills of Rights, as ex- 
pounded by Washington, Wilson, Hamilton, Madison, Rawlo, Patter- 
son, Iredell, Marshall, Story ; in accordance with the ethics of the 
/V-^ierican divines of the Revolutionary age ; Stiles, Emnfions, and 
their cotemporaries. Among the moderns, Clay, Buchanan, and the 

majority of Congress" that admitted Michigan. 

If these witnesses are trust- worthy, then those, if there are such in 
Rhode Island, who forcibly resist the authorities of that rftate, under 
the Constitution of December, 1841, arc insurgents, and revolution- 
ists, legally as well as morally, at open war with the " basis of all our 
political systems." Whether such facts have occurred, and if so, what 
shape they have assumed, will appear as we proceed. But it is im- 
portant, in the mean time, to carry along v/ith us, a remembriance of 
the great principles of American Constitutional law, just exhibited, 
and to remember that, not only as a historical fact, but also " in a le- 
gal and Constitutional view of the matter by courts of justice" — (ac- 
cording to Judge Story) the Declaration of Independence has estab- 
lished these principles of " law and order" in the place of those that 
prevailed under the British Crown, and which may be claimed under 
the " Charters." Much as the Waylands of Rhode Island may re- 
gret the fact of the change, it has nevertheless taken place, and the 
fact is a legal fact. The " powers that be"— in this country, accord- 
ing to their own use of the phrase, are the sovereign Peojile-^the oath 
to support the Constitution of the United States, is an oath to support 
that sovereignty—- so that, hy their own principles, their State officers 
can not rebel against the Constitution of Rhode Island, without a vio- 
lation of their oaths^ — and (according to their expositions of Paul 
and of Peter,) bringing down their own anathemas upon their own 
heads. So that they must change their principles before they can 
justify their practice. 

" THE LUST <VF OFFICe" — " THE KAGE OF POLITICAL AMBITION." 

Wayland. 

Thete was a session of the old Charter Assembly in March 1842. 
It contained some members who were in favor of a free government, 
and they ej^erted themselves to bring the Assembly to adopt just mea- 
sures. The Assembly were reminded that the popular will had been 
twice expressed— once in favor of the free suffrage Constitution, and 
again in the rejection of the Constitution prepared by the " freemen's" 
Convention, under their authority. With the hope of terminating 
the unhappy dissensions of the State, and averting the calamities of 
a civil war, the following propositions, through these liberal members, 
were distinctly and successively made, and each, in turn, promptly 
and contemptuously rejected ; viz : 

1. A Bill was introduced, to conform the general election to the 
provisions of the adopted Constitution. By passing this Bill, the 
Assembly could have given all the sanction of their needful authority 
(if that were the thing wanting) to make the People's Constitution; 
orderly, and valid. But Ihc BilUms rejected. | 
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2. Another Bill was then introduced to submit tlie People'^s Con. 
stitiition, that had ah-eady been once adopted, to the test of a newov- 
deal by the people, so that the town meetings should be held, and the 
eoimfs and returns made, under direction of the Charter Assemuly, 
and Us " authorized" and " duly qualified officers." This would ob- 
viate all the difficulty alledged to have arisen from the declaration of 
"a trsajority ascertained by no forms of law." And to make the Bill 
move, acceptable to the Assembly, it was provided that the constituen- 
cy to be called upon to vote on the adoption of this Constitution, 
.should be the same who would have been qualified to vote under the 
rejected Constitution of the freeholders* This would meet the cur- 
rent objeulion that the People's Constitution had been adopted by the 
votes of aiiens, who had not been, for a proper time, resident in the 
State. But this BUh too, was rejected ! 

The adoption of eithtr of the preceding Bills would have termi- 
nated the controversy, and in a manner sufficiently courteous, one 
would th.'nkt to the ruling minority dynasty, under the Charter, But 
hoiJi atteoipts fa 'led. Other expedients were nevertheless tried. 

3* A proposition was made for an extension of the suffrage by Act 
of Assembiy, This was askint? them to exercise the very power over 
the suffrage fhat they l^ild hy the Charter, and without relinquishing 
that power. In complying with it, they would still have preserved 
their Charter authority over the whole subject. Whether this would 
have satisfied the pec pie or no, they could have tried the experiment. 
And they could have given some evidence of the sincerity of their 
professions of willingness that the franchise should be extended, if it 
could only be done in the proper manner, and by competent author. 
Uy,-^But the proposition was repulsed ! One more proposition re 
mained, viz : 

4. At the adjourned meeting of the same Charter Assem; 
April, a proposal was made to call another Conventicu, whose dCi j- 
gates should be chosen by a constituency only a little larger than 
that which existed under the old laws. But in vain! Not one sis^gle 
movement would they make in favor of the disfranchised. 

How and why was all this? Why refuse now, what would seem, 
at first glance, to be a smaller concession to popular freedom than 
was accorded in- the rejected Constitution of the landholders ? 

The answer is at hand. They had so adroitly adjusted the details 
of that Constitution, (as already shown,) that the apparent extension 
of the suffrage would avail the people nothing, but to bind their fetters 
the closer. It did not give them the independenc power of the ballot- 
box, nor destroy the caste of the freeholders, nor secure the benefits of 
trial by jury, nor properly limit the power of the legislature, nor 
provide for the extension of the suffrage, by a popular vote, to the co- 
lored people, nor terminate the sure reign of the aristocratic minority; 
but on the othar hand, it would have confirmed and perpetuated all 
these abuses by a vote of the people, putting all future amendments of 
the Constitution out of their ha!|ds, andnhcing if in the power of the 
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ttiinoi-it3\ If the people would have accepted the sufFrage as a fran- 
chise, as a privilege, and on these prescribed terms, tliey might have 
had it. But this they had refused^ and therefore the Assembly would 
now graiit them nothing at all — nor concede an inch, to prevent a 
popular commotion ! 

FORBEARANCE—FACTS VERSUS PflfcTENSlONSl^ 

Now mark ! It was not until all these pacific overtiires had been 
made and rejiected, that the people went forward under their Consti- 
tution, adopted in December, and dected their 3l:ate officers, with 
(jrov. Dorr at their head, on Monday, April IBth, 184^. They wait- 
ed, in the hope that someihing would be conceded by the minority. 

What a comment have we here, in these naked facts, upon the pre- 
tense lately made, that every body almost, in R. Island, including the 
members of the Charter Government, were ^eady, al] along, to extend 
the franchise, and that they only objected to its being jdone in an ir- 
regular, unlawful and unauthorized manner ! How remarkably did 
they fulfil the prophecy (so to speak) of President Madison, when he 
said, (as already quoted,) that " no ill-timed sciaples, no zeal for ad- 
herihg to ordinary forms, were any where seeiif except in those who 
y/ished to indulge, under these masks, their secret enmity to the sub- 
stance COiSTENDED FOR" ! 

Turn we now to the Letter of Mr. A. C. Barstow, in the Emanci- 
cipator of June 9th, and hear him gravely affirm-—" The question at 
issue here is, not whether we shall have a written Constitution— an 
extension of sufFrage — or an equalized representation. The question 
is as to the manner in which these blessings shall be secured — a large 
majority of all parties being in favor of the things themselves." j^nd 
again, in the same paper of July 21st, hear him say : — « After the 
prayer of their petition to the Legislature was answered," [when / 
how?] "the Suffrage Association, as though bent oh niischieti deter- 
mined to steal a march on the legal authorities, called a Convention 
themselves." Thus charging on them a disposition to quarrel with 
the Charter Government, though it was ready to answer and to grant 
in a proper manner, all their reasonable requests ! What do'^peoplo 
mean by such representations ? 

If Mr. Barstow means to affirm, on the strength of the December 
vote, adopting the People's Constitution, that a large majority of the 
people, of all parties, are in favor of those objects^ let him say so, and 
admit too, that they are in favor of the manner in which it was done. 
Let him guess, if he can, (since his powers seem adapted to that ser- 
vice,) what other iffiodQ or manner of securing their rights, peacefully, 
this majority coulS' have adopted, with any prospect of success. Buf 
ive resume the narrative. 

TB:E " ALGERINB LAW." 

Though the Charter Assembly of April 1842 could take no meas- 
ures, in any dh-ection, in favor of " those blessings" which, as Mr, 
e^Barstow himself attests to us, were desired \\}^ a large ^lajority of 

^ 5 ■ 
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aU parties," they were nevertheless, at no loss to find out fjomething 
connected with passing occurrences, io which they could direct their 
legislative attention— they could transcend all the powers they had 
«ver hey, even under the Charter of Charles 11. — they could enact a 
JiW too despotic to be described by a British monarch as being " not 
repugnant to the laws of this our realm of England"— in order to pre- 
vent large majority" of the sovereign people from securing ♦•those 
blessings," in conformity to American Constitutional law, viz. « in 
such MANNER as they tlim/^hi proper" 

Up to November 1841, they had « always looked upon" the suf- 
frage movement as a " farce" 1 They « took no notice of it," They 
thought it "really doubtful whether any change was actually desired 
by any large number of the cilizeiis," The " petitions never seemed 
to arise from any strong feeling, nor to assume a form that called for 
immediate action." But noiVf the Constitution prepared in Novem- 
ber had. &een adopted by the people, and they found it was no 
"/arce.'* iVbio, therefore, there became, in their view, evidence of 
" strtrng feeliiig^^'-ZLyef and strong feeling, too, by « a large number of 
citizens"'— yes ! 13,944 of them ! A « large majority of all parties," 
m Mr. Barstow hath it. (For it was, we presume, by no other 
** forms of law," that Mr. Barsfow's « large majority" was *< ascer- 
tained" !) NoWf therefore, the Charter Assembly found it conipatible 
with its tfignity to «* take notice of it." Noio, at length, the move- 
^.ont had " assumed a form that called for immediate action*' I And 
wbai action was it ? A force-law and resolutions for the suppression 
(mtt the support) of the People's Constitution ! A law prohibiting the 
holding eU^UonSf and declaring it HIGH TREASON against the 
Simet ^fi- acce pt any office /it the hands of the people ! 

'the Charter Assemb'/, in February, had denounced the People^s 
Ccnstitufimt with the evA^ent intention of forcing them to accept the 
lardholdei's^ Constituilo^v on the aifernative of obtaining that or none. 
Boi the people, with thiiii threat over them, had nevertheless rejected 
it. And no\v it was d^t^ared treason to accept an office under the 
People's. A inore palprible and direct denial of the people*s sove- 
reignty can not be im«ig^ued. 

€OKJ.yjTtTIOKAL GOVERNMENT ORGANIZED.— GOV, DORR^ 

And now, in the month of April, 1842, under this interdict of trea- 
son from the minority, (who were closely approaching to treasonable 
action tiiemselves, unless popular sovereignty be « a farce,") the ma- 
jority proceeded to the business of the State election. Was it a 
marvel that under such an interdict from the party in power, that 
many of the su/lVago men were overawed— that the}^ absented them- 
»elves frcm the polls — that numbers who had been prominent among 
them declined standing as candidates for office, and especially for the 
oOice <jf Governor ? And what a comment have we here upon the 
pretejisc that the diminisbsd vote, at this election, discredits the ma- 
jority adoption of iho Pec^k's Coit$tttutioji ir, December ? Ami that 
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too, when the April vote- of the Constitutionalists, even in these cir- 
cumstances and without an opposing candidate, was nearly 1,600 
more than the vote for the Charter Governor '. What can match th^ 
effrontery of men who can first hold the halter and the prison beforo 
the people, in terrorem, and then claim the diminished vote as an evi- 
dence of their free and deliberate abandonment of their cause — evi- 
dence of their minority, too, when they show a majority of nearly 
1,600 over their opponents! What reliance can the community 
place upon the representations of such men ? 

The Constitutional Government was regularly and peaceably or- 
ganized, by the election of State officers, in April 1342. As no op- 
posing candidates were set up, there can be no doubt of the legality of 
their election. The Governor elected was Thomas W. Dorr, Esq., 
son of Sullivan Dorr, who is recognized as one of the substantial in- 
habitants of that city — a gentleman of high respectability and of 
wealth, and altogether loyal, even at the present time, to the Old 
Charter authorities of the State. Young Mr. Dorr was a popular 
member of the State Legislature at the time of the attempts' made by 
Mr. Hazard and others, in 1835-6, to procure legal enactments 
against abolitionists, in accordance with the Southern demands. 
Quite unexpectedly to many of his friends, and much to the annoy- 
ance and disgust of some of them, Mr. Dorr threw himself suddenly 
and with great power and effect, into the opening breach, on that 
memorable occasion. With a clearness of alrgument and force of 
eloquence seldom exceeded, and aided by George Curtis, Esq. another 
member from Providence, he succeeded in holding the Hazard party 
in check, and in finally defeating their plans. 

For this disorganizing and almost treasonable act, as it was deem- 
ed, Mr. Dorr received, of course, the customary measure of aristo- 
cratic abuse. He had disgraced his high parentage and his kin. 
He had betrayed the high trust of city interests, committed to hia 
charge. Thenceforward, he was an ultra — a radical— an incendiary 
■ — a leveler^an agrarian, — in the cant vocabulary of the day. 
Thenceforward he was a " marked man." 

The manly independence of his course, it is true, at a time when 
most of his supporters were exceedingly mad against the abolitionists, 
could scarcely fail to command the respect even of his more intelligent 
opponents; and the brilliancy of his talents, the respectability of his 
connections, and his rising political influence, held at bay, for the mo- 
ment, very many who have greedily availed themselves, since, of the 
first convenient opportunity to vent upon him their long cherished 
spite. 

Mr. Dorr committed another legislative offense against the monied 
aristocracy 7 about the same time, for which he has never been forgiven. 
He succeeded, to ^heir great chagrin, in procuring a repeal of that 
unequal law by ^vhich tlie Banks were enabled to push i!ie summary 
collection of iheir dt;b(;> hy a process wi^ich oilier creditors cfttld not 
wse, and . which enabled thera to (loecc a debtor bcl'oic htj cuuiU i:it\m' 
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exti'icf^le himself by obtaining relief elsewhere, or take measures for 
dividing equitably, among the creditors, his effects. This was a " pit- 
lage and plunder" deserving retribution at their hands ; and, accord- 
ingly, no Bank cashier, teller, or clerk, whatever might be his own 
private views, could retain his station, if he lent any countenance to 
the "agrarian disorganizer, Dorr"! 

To all these offenses, Mr. Dorr had added, at an early day, the crime 
of becoming q, member of the Executive Committee of the Rhode 
Island State Anti-Slavery Society, and notwithstanding the insinua^ 
lions pf Mr. Barstow, we have occasion to know that among the ear- 
Jiest and most tried and consistent friends of the cause in Rhode Is- 
land, Mr. Dorr is still regarded as having been at least on a par with 
his associates in devotion and fidelity to the cause. That he or they 
.were, in all respects, consistent, in the election of 1840, is more tha« 
we are able to affirm. . 

It was not unnatural that such a man should be an early and un- 
.compromising advocate of the free suffrage movement in R. Island, 
scouted and derided as it has been, equally with the Anti-Slavery 
cause, by the leading politicians of the State, and considered as a 
*« farce" undeserving legislative « notice," up to the hour that the evi- 
dence of "strong feeling" in its favor had proved it to be *' treason." 
Great efforts have therefore beeii made to create the impression that 
Mr. Dorr was the ambitious and aspiring agitator of the whole move- 
inent, and tha t he .was bent on placing himself, at all events and at all 
hazards of the public peacei in the gubernatorial chair of Rhode 1$. 
: knd. We have the best authority fpr saying that " nothing could be 
more untrue. He was never talkied of for Governors until several 
others declined, and then Teluctantly allowed his name to be used. 
Perhaps," continues our informant, ." there is not a man in the city 
whose moral, character would stand the test as his has, and he has 
shown himself to be a man pf superior abilities, I think God is pre« 
paring him to act no unimportant part in the world. You can hardly 
imagine what mortal hatred exists Against hini. It is said there are 
many who would shoot him if they had a chance." 

That the Chief Magistracy of Rhode Island should be counted so 
high a prize by a man of the talents and standing in society of Mr. 
Dorr, that he should be willing to run the risk of private assassiria- 
tion or of public, conviction for high treason, to obtain it, and amid 
.scenes of carnage, seems a little paradoxical ; especially when a little 
complianco and compromise of the people's rights, on his part, would 
secure the favor of the aristocracy, who would be ready to reward 
iiim with any office in their power. Yet, no less a man than Presi- 
dent Wayland could pen the sentence that follows-—" So dire is the 
lust of olOSce, so blind the rage of political ambition, that I fear there 
are men among us who look at nothing as crime which will put them 
at the head of the strongest;" Had he said this of Samuel W. King, 
.the Governor of the Charter Minority, a man enlisted in such a cause 
as his, and urging it at the expciitse of the firttt piinciples.of American 
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Constitutional law-*-" the basis" (as Washington affirmed) «*of our 
political systems," there might have been something more intelligible 
m the statement. As it is, we can only conclude that the President of 
Brown University considers a contest for man's inalienable rights too 
great a " farce" to elicit any " strong feeling," or to prompt to any 
hazardous service — and that " the lust of office" is the only motive 
that could be a sufficient cause of such an effect. It is to be lamented 
greatly that his associations should have been such as to have given 
him no conceptions of the possibility of a higher motive of political 
Miction in times that try men^s souls. 

The great merits of the controversy, we know, are not to be tested 
W minor circumstances like these. But since, (to give another direc- 
tion to the words of President Wayland) *'the movement" [of the 
Charterists] « has been fostered and sustained by a series of most as- 
ter ishing falsehoods"— it is but a necessary act of justice that the 
particulars should be known. 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY, 

The state Officers and Legislature, under the Constitution, having 
been chosen by the people, the first session was held at Providence,, 
and the Message of Gov. Dorr was delivered, the 3d of May. The 
document is before us, and it is one which would do honor to any State 
in the Union. Nothing of the kind, or comparable with it for states, 
manship and dignity has ever before emanated frorti a Governor at 
Ehodfe Islands (Seldom indeed, if ever, has any thing deserving the^ 
jiame or taking the form of a Message been communicated on the 
opening of their sessions.) It recapitulates the past and recent his- 
tory of the State with great perspicuityj and argues the great princi- 
pl^ inVdlve'd with much force and clearness. Its decorous and cowr* 
tebiis bearing towards the Old Charter Governor, the minority As- 
sembly andthe oppoisers of the Gonstitutibiii by whoni he was wrong- 
fully charged with high treason, while they werb the insurgents 
against Constitutional " law and order" thems6lv:eg, will for ever re- 
mtan an Imperishable monument of his magnanimity, contrasting* as 
it does, with the low vituperation and abuse, with which he #as con- 
stantly assailed. The Providence Journal of May 5th is go stupid as 
to deride it, and (fortunately for posterity) describes it as " nothing 
but a patchwork of his own speeches and the articles in the New Age 
on the Sovereignty of the People"—" in the regular style of the Town 
House orators"— 'the " speeches of Mr. Parmenter," &c. &c. The 
future reader^ of the Message will therefore have the beiieiit of the 
Journal's testimony that the so-called " agrarian" and "disorganiz- 
ing" meetings and speeches alluded to, were of the same character as 
the Message of Gov. Dorr, of which they can judge for themselves. 

Ass the State House was held and guarded by th^ adherents of the 
Old Charter, the People's Legislature peacefully met in a large build- 
ing commonly occupied as a foundry, and the circumstance furnished 
'^iidditional matter of derision ui the prints o( the fa-isSocracy, witU 
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whom the apparent connection between mechanical labor aijcl legis- 
lation became fresh proof that popular sovereignty was " farce" anil 
" treason" combined ! Legislation in a *\foundry What further 
witness did they need, that Dorr was a traitor, that his adherents 
were **a low rabble" — the **fag end of society"* — seeking " a divi- 
siosi of property" — ready to " seize upon the government, and sub- 
ject the city to pillage and plunder"^ — impelled by the " lust of 
office" to places of power, through scenes of carnage — that " disor- 
ganization" was their object, « anarchy" their creed, and their watcb« 
word " revenge !" 

But what proof did Gov. Dorr, and the People's Legislature, exhi- 
bit, of these tendencies ? Were they found in the following ? 

EXTRACTS FROM GOV« DORr's MESSAGE, 

<« Tour attention will be required to the force law and Resolutions 
recently adopted by the General Assembly, for the suppression of the 
Constitution. Laws like these, which violate, in some of their pro- 
visions, the well known privileges enjoyed by the subjects of the Brit- 
ish Monarchy, could hardly find favor in the land of Roger W jlliams. 
These enactments have been regarded by the considerate men among 
. our opponents as most impolitic and unjust, and by the people as null 
and void, because conflicting with the paramount provisions of the 
Constitution, — Military preparations have been made by direction of 
the Assembly, and the people have been consequently put on the de- 
fensive. But this is not the age nor the country, in which, the will of 
the people can be overawed or defeated by measures like these," * 

« We are assembled in pursuance, of the Constitution, and undei; ii 
sacred obligation to carry its provisions into effect. Knowing ihfs 
spirit which you have manifested throughout (his exciting controver* 
sy, the moderate but detetiiined course which you have pursued, your 
Jove of order, and respect for all ; Constitutional la^s, and for the 
rights of alt other persons, while engaged in the acquisition of your 
own, I hardly need remind you of your duty to cast behind you all in- 
juries and provpeations, and leave them to the retributive justice of 
public opinion, which will ultimately appreciate every, sincere sacri- 
jice to the cause of truth, of freedom, and of humanity. Entertain- 
ing the deep and earnest consideration that we are engaged in such a. 
cause, and conscious of our own imperfections, let us implore the fa- 
vor of that Gkacious Providence which guided the steps of our an- 
cestors, upon this our attempt to restore and permanently secure the 
blessings of tliat well ordered and rational freedom here established by 
the patriotic founders of our State. 

**The provision&t of the Gonslitution relating to the security of 
the right of suffrage against fraud, and to the registration of voters, 
will require your immediate action. The State demands of its gov- • 



* Vide Providence Journal. 
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ernmeii^t an econiomiical ssidministration of affairs, and wiU justly com- 
plain of any increase of its eTupenses, at the present period. 

1 can not more appropriately conclude fUm eMnmunication tiian 
m the words of the Constitution^ which deek^ei^ that no favoi or di». 
favor ought to h© shown toward any man, or party, or society, or re- 
ligious denominatione The laws should be made, mi for the good of 
the fewj but of the many, and the burdens of the State ought to be 
fairly distributed among its citizens." 

Thomas Dour, 

PaovroBNCE, R. I. May 3, 1842. 

Our readers, we can assure them, are now in possession of a fair 
specimen of the tone and temper of the Message. If these extracts 
are not/ inflammatory, disorganizing, incendiary, and ti'easonable, the 
Message contains nothing that can be justly obnoxious to those 
. charges. 

THE CONTRAST — PROSPECTS OF " PILLAGE I" 

Let it be borne in mind, now, that this Message was delivered by 
Gov. Dorr, under the full and well grounded conviction that he was 
the legally elected Governor of the State, under a Constitution regu- 
larly framed and adopted by a great majority of the people, who, un- 
til now, had been wickedly deprived of their just rights, that the en» 
tire imovement on their part and his own, had be^n an orderly and 
peaceful restoration Of those rights— that the action of the old Char- 
ter Assembly was legally and Constitutionally as well as morally uull 
and void— rthat they were a minority of insurgents against the State, 
who had undertaken to put down the People's Constitution and the 
lawful Government by intimidation and force, and thus perpetuate 
their despotic usurpation and the abuses which, up to their April ses- 
sion, they had stubbornly refused either to remove or to abate^that 
he, himself, was the special object of their vindictive hate, that he 
was at that moment, under their treasonable interdict of treason, for 
no crime or fault but his fidelity to liberty, human rights, the sove- 
reignty of the people, and the fundamental principles and time hon- 
ored maxims of American Constitutional "law and order," as repeat- 
edly expounded by the Washingtons, the Jeffersons, the Madisons, 
and all the principal jurists and statesmen of the republic, and as es- 
sentially acted out in the adoption of all our National and State Con- 
stitutions, particularly in the case of Michigan, so recently sanction- 
ed by our Congress and President^let all these considerations be 
borne in mind, and then contrast the Message of Gov. Dorr with the 
language and the actions, of his opponents. 

Instead of recommending a retaliatory proclamation and interdict of 
treason, he dimply recommends a repeal, by the legitimate authorities, 
of their unauthorized and unjust legislation, a measure rendered ne- 
cessary by the fact that under tljc recently adopted Constitjtion, all 
the laws of the Old Charter Assembly remained in force until regu- 
larly repealed by the Constitutional Assembly— (another comment, 
by the bye, ii|>on ihe allcdgrrl rcy|]uti(j|iary, and disorgani'/ing, and 
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i'cckless " movernei^ts of the Dorr party.") Sristead of exciting to re- 
venge and pillage, he exhorts the people to " cast behind them all in*' 
juries and provocations." So far from arrogating to himself and his 
party the attributes of infiillibility and exclusive right to govern^ — m" 
stead of branding his op'^)onents with opprobrious epithets, instead of 
deriding them as "the fag end of society," and charging them with 
incendiary designs^ he speaks of himself and his associates as "con- 
scious of their own imperfections." Instead of « urging men to pil- 
lage and murder"— instead of hinting at " a division of property" — 
as President Wayland would lead us to infer the leaders of the party 
had done, v;3 have a citation^ from the Constitution, of the maxims of 
rigid impartiality, equal legislation, laws for the good of the many, 
not the few, irrespective of sect, association or party— and a fair dis- 
tribution of the State burdens among the citizens. 

WHAT THE ARISTOCRACY MEAN BY " PLtSDER." 

Are these the exhortations and maxims, which, when they fall on 
the ears of a hitherto privileged caste, with whom the monopoly of 
power has comt to be regarded as a sacred and' inviolable vested 
right, remind them instantly of "pillage and plunder"— a " division 
of property,'* and " the overthrow of the lawful government ?" 

So it would seem! For the Editor of the Providence Journal is 
horrified at Gov. IXorr's Message. He sees in it nothing but a harsh 
and grating repetition of the curresit treason— ^a nevi^ edition of 
" Town House speeches," and of the lectures of " Mr. Parmenter." 
And #e know that, in Rhode Island, those speeches ^lid lectures are 
currently represented as being of the same character described in the 
above ejitracts froVn President Wayland. The very words he ^ses 
are those bandied about the city, as descriptive of those meetings. 
And it has been well remarked of Wayland's Discourse, that its facts 
and principles, ' iti^ arguments, and even its phrases, are evidently 
taken, at random, from the parlors of his city patroiis and friends. 

PROOFS OF " PILLAG:]^'* ANO "iNFIDELri'Y." 

But perhaps it may be asked whether there was not some radical 
defect or sftartling heresy in the Constitution which had been 
adopted, and which justified the charge of " pillage and plunder" — 
" division of property "—leveling — agrarianism~a theism — infidelity 
— anarchy — insecurity of rights— contempt of " venerable laws and 
usages,"* &c. &c, of which such loud outcry, from the pulpit and tho 
press, has been sent forth, over the land. Let us examine. For the 
sake of convenience, in comparing, we will place the paragraphs, (so 
far as we can find them,) recognizing the Divine Government, tho 
binding authority of the Divine will, the inalienable tenure of human 
rights, including the rights of property, &c. side by side, and see how 
they compare. 



* Vide Dr. Tucker's Discoiii"Se, p. VI, 
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flia SUFFR'iGB CONJJTITUTION. 

Adopted, t)cc. 184!. 

PreamBlk. " We rlie people of the 
•Stale of Rhode Island aiul Providence 
Plantations, grateful to Almiohtv God, 
for ins blessing vouchsafed to the ' live- 
ly experin)ent' of religious and politi- 
eal freedom ' held forth' by our vener- 
ated mtcestofs, and earnestly imploring 
the fffvor of nis gracious Phovidencb 
toward this our attempt to secure, upon 
a permaheiit fmmidation^ the advantages 
of well-ordered and rational liberty, and 
to enlarge and transmit to gmt successors 
the inheritance that we have received, 
do ordain and establish the following 
Constitution, for the government of the 
State." 

" Article I. Declaration of 'princi- 
ples a^d rights. 

i. " In the spirit and words of Ro(>er 
WiLLiAMi!, the illustrious founder of 
this Slate, and of his venerated associ- 
ates^ we declare ' that this government 
shall be a democracy, or government of 
the people,' by the 'majorconsentof the 
same,' ' only in civil things,' The will 
of the people shall be expressed by rep- 
resentatives freely chosen, and return- 
ing at fixed' periods to their constilu- 
ents.v This State shall bfe, and for ever 
remain, as in the design of its foiuider, 
sacred'lo 'sbLfL liberty,' to the rights of 
conscience, to freedom of thought, of 
expressioui and action, as hereinafter 
set forth and- secured." 



2; " All met are creatkV free and 
equal, and arie eridowed by their Crea- 
tor with certain natural, inherent, and 
inalienable rights, among which are 
life, liberty, the acquisitiofo of property^ 
arid the pursuit of happiness. Govern- 
ment can not create or bestow these 
rights, vihich arc Urn gift of God, but it 
is instituted for the tronger and surer 
defense of the same^ that men may safe- 
ly enjoy the rights of life and liberty, 
and securely possess and tran'^mit prop- 
erly, and, so far as laws avail, may be 
successful in the pursuit of happiness." 

[Unusual, if not unprecedented care 
is here taken to specify the aapusl- 
iimi " the possession, and the tra-nr,ms~ 
sion 0^ prfqicrtif, as among the invivWa- 
6 



THE LANDISOI.I)EU'« OONSTITL^TIDr,'. 

Rejected, March 1819. 

Preamble. " We the people of tlie 
S^'lte of Rhode Island and Providence; 
Plantations, do ordain and establish' 
this Consdlution, for the governnic'nl 
thereof." 

fSignilicant brevity ! 

Here is no recognition of God, no 
gratitude expressed for the blessifigs ot 
religions and political freedom — 210 
supplication of divine fa'HM" on the pre- 
sent uiidertalfing, nor on the fulurc des- 
tinies of the State | 



" Article I. Declaration of certd'iii 
constitutional rights and principles, hi 
oiv^or effectually lo secure the rr ligidus 
r political fri^edomestablished here by 
01.,; venerated ancestors, and to preserve 
the same to their posterity; v/e do d(?cla re, 
that the inherent, essential and unques- 
tionable rights and principles hereinaf- 
ter mentioned, among ol'hers, shall bo 
established, maintained arid preserved, 
and shall be of paramount obligation, ia 
ail legislative, judicial and executive 
proceedings." 

[No mention of" Roger Williams" ^ 
nor of a " democracy" — nor of " gov- 
ernment of the people"— nor " maj«r 
consent" — nor of "souHiberty." "Cer- 
taiti constitutional rights" are to be enu- 
merated, and they are to be secured to 
^Hhe posterity''^ of " our venerated an- 
cestors'^ I The " posterity" of other peo- 
ple are not mentioned ! j 

{tti the Tandholders' Constitution, wo 
have been unable to discover any re- 
cognition of the inherent, inalienable, 
God-given rights of man, or any thing; 
that looks like it, unless it be what i.{ 
copied above f There is nothing which 
recognizes those rights as "■the gift of 
God^^ — and in strict consistency witJi 
this, there is nothing denying the right 
of civil government to take them avmy ! 
— nothing aflirming that the rights of 
properly, or any other human rights, 
have any higher ori;iin than the per- 
mission of government! And so the 
boasted conservators of pro'pcrh/' — it 
would seem, alter all — could find n(» 
placc/in Ihrir £'onsliiiiUion, to rerjug-. 
nizc t-f'J lialun^ inlieroui, inalicnabl': 
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ble rights of mew, which civil govern- 
ment can not create, or cksxroy, but on- 
ly p/otect! Strange anarchists and le- 
velers,- these! Remarkable symptoms 
of " pillage aud plunder !'■] 

3. " All political power and sove- 
reignty are originally vested in, and, of 
right, belong to the people. All free 
governments are founded in their au- 
thority, and are established for the 
greatest good of the whole number. 
The People have, therefore, an ina- 
lienable and indefeasible right, in their 
original, sovereign, and unlimited ca- 
pacity, to ordain and institute govern- 
ment, and, in the same capacity, to al- 
ter, reform, or totally change the same, 
whenever their safety or happiness re- 
quires." 

4. " No favor or disfavor ought to be 
shown in legislation," to any man, or 
party, or society, or religious denomi- 
nation. The laws should be made, not 
for the good of the few, but of the ma- 
ny, and the burdens of the State ought 
to be fairly distributed among its citi- 
zens," 



5. " The dijfTusion of useful know- 
ledge and the cultivation of a sound 

MORALITl', IN THE FEAR OP GOD, being 

of the first importance, in a Republican 
State, and indispensable to the mainten- 
ance of its liberties, it shall be the im- 
perative duty of the Legislature to pro- 
mote the establishment of free schools, 
and to assist in the support of public 
education." 



right" to the "acquisition of property" 
— ** to securely possess and transmit pro- 
perty" ! ! ! And how could they, with- 
out a recognition of those inalienable, 
God'given rights, against which they 
were contending 1] 

[The landholders' Constitution con- 
tains no recognition of the sovereignty 
of the people, except what is implied in 
the above Preamble — " We thepepple," 
etc., and which they could not easily 
avoid using. — This accords with that 
feature of the Constitution, which al- 
most, if not wholly, puts its amendment 
out of the power of the people. And 
very plainly, a recognition of the right 
of the people to make and change their 
government, would have been a relin- 
quishment of their controversy with the 
Constitutionalists,] 

[In the landholders' Constitution ^vei 
find rothing corresponding to the 4th 
section of the Sufirage Constitution—' 
opposite.* Perhaps they thought of the 
Old Charter " party"— of " the few" 
that they intended should govern--or 
perhaps they remembered that above 
half the real estate in R. Island would 
have fallen into the handsof the Banks 
before now, had it not been for the 
principles of equality and anti-monopo- 
ly squinted at in the Suffrage Constitu- 
! tion, drawn up (perad venture) by the 
" destructive" Thomas W. Dorrj whose 
assertion of the same principles had 
shorn the Banks of their exorbitant 
power.] 

" Or Education. Section 1. The 
diffusion of knowledge, as well as vm- 
TUE, among the people, being essential 
for the preservation of their rights and 
liberties, it shall be the duty of the Gen- 
eral Assembly," etc. etc. 

[Here, instead of the definite and ri- 
gid term "sound morality," which 
might squint significantly at ' te-totai- 
ism,' ' moral reform,^ and other radical 
fanaticisms of the times, we have only 
the graceful and vague term " tirtoe," 
to which an ancient heathen or a mod- 
ern bacchanalian would not strenuous- 
ly object— and nothing at all is said of 
" THE FEAR OP GoD," wMch is the " be- 
ginning of wisdom."] 



* Perhaps the clause prohibiting io'terics will be pleaded as an exception, as 
?bev arc nolorioubly for ihabenefji of" the ftnr, and not of the many." l^ut this 
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A declaration of the People's Constitution concerning religious Xih» 
^rty is copied, almost or quite verbatim, into the landholder's Consti- 
tution, with only the omission of this very guarded and careful termi- 
nation of the People^s, viz. " and that all o//ter religious rights and 
privileges of the people of this State, as now enjoyed^ shall remain in- 
violate and inviolable." This was a sulHcient guaianty, one would 
think, of all the rights and privileges of the Rev, i):*. Tucker and his 
friends, who were horrified, it seems, at the prospect that, under this 
Constitution, they should become " hewers of v/ood and drawers of 
water !" How it happened that the landholders omitted this guaranty 
in their Constitution, we are not informed. 

In only one place, in the landholders' Constitution have we discov- 
ered the name of God. And this is in the clause c ancerning religious 
liberty, as copied from the People's. It was in a position where it 
could not well be omitted — « Whereas, Almighty God hath created the 
mind free," &;c. 

The People's Constitution provided that none but tax paj^ers should 
vote on the question of taxation or expenditures, or hold the office of 
Mayor, Alderman, or Common Council-man in cities. This was co-. 
pied, essentially, into the landholders' Constitution. 

It should be remembered that the People's Constitution was framed 
in November, and adopted by the people in December ; whereas the 
landholders' vvas not framed in Convention till February, and rejected 
by the people in March. So that the landholder's Constitution was 
drawn up and deliberated upon by those who had, no doubt, the Peo- 
ple's Constitution before them, and it is evident that the landholders 
took no small pains, both in shaping and recommending theik Con- 
stitution, to make the people believe that the difference between the 
two Constitutions was trifling. The boast that they did this, is con- 
tinued to the present time. 

The differences between them, as above exhibited, therefore, as well 
as in the points previously specified, were not accidental. And the 
y^rmUons were not made, without reasoiis, oi sQim sort, 

A SUPPOSITION, 

Indeed { says the lawyer^ that alters the case r 
Suppose now the case reversed. Suppose the landholders bad pub- 
lished their Constitution in November, and suppose it had contained 
the same high tone of moral and religious sentiment, and the same 
careful recognition of human rights^ including the rights of property 
that now characterizes the Constitution of the suffrage men. Sup. 
pose, next, that the suffrage party, with that Constitution before them, 
(and apparently adopted by 13,944 out of the 23.142 adult male citi- 
zens of Rhode Island) had held their Convention, in February, and 



plea will only show more clearly the nnwillins:ness of the landholder's Conven- 
tion to copy that feature uf the IPeople's Constitution which forbids all monopo- 
lies and class legislation, standing, as they do, in this respect, on the same moral 
l«vel vvi'^i lotteries. ; 
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ilmftotl a Ibrni of a Constitution, which should have differed from the 
Ibrmcr Constitution, just us that of the landholders now differs from 
that of the People ! Dropping (except in one pla where they could 
ijot well get fid of it,) the very name of the Su; ? Being, express- 
ing to ilim no gratitude for the past, imploring fix kVvm no direction 
lor the present, or protection for the future — striking out " the fear of 
God" from their definition of education — substituting the more in- 
4ielinitc word virtue for the puritanical term ''^ sound morality*^ — ■ 
blotting out all recognition of original human rights, and particular- 
!y the right of acquiring , possessing t and Iransmkiing properly — and 
declining to adopt the guaranty of other religious rights and 
privileges of the people of the State« as now enjoyed" 

Suppose all tliis had been done by the suffrage men, instead of the 
Oharterists ? Suppose they had made great exertions to get their Con- 
stitution adopted, instead of the former one. Suppose too, that h^LV- 
ing failed in that attempt— having admitted that their Constitution 
was rejectee by the PeopIe,4hey should have refused obedience to the 
Government organized under the former Constitution adopted in De- 
cember by the 13,944 citizens ! Suppose they should have taken up 
arms to depose, imprison, and;hang the Constitutional officers of the 
State ! 

The problem to be disposed of is—" Who would have been pro- 
nounced the infidels, the levelers, the agrarians, the disorganizers, the 
anarchists, the revolutionises, the insurrectionists, the traitors, then 
And if the Waylands, and Vintons, and Tuckers, and i^arstovi's of R.. 
island could have pointed out fads ^ke these, ^to prove the infidelity, 
and lawlessnessj and felonious purposes of ^' pillage and plunder" 
which they now charge so freely on their opppnents, would they not 
hc: placed before the American public in a ,inqch more favorable atti- 
lu^eto sustain their allegations, than they are at present ? 

A QUESTION TWO BI03RE. 

,Pow is it that our Watchmen on the walls of Zion, are so slow of 
vision to discern, the sigjijs of infidelity and lawlessness where ihey are^ 
and so sharp sighted to .^discover them wher,^ they are not ? Does a 
gift blind the eyes of the wise? Or shall we set it down as an axiom 
not to be questioned, that, in these latter days, unlike all the ages that 
have preceded it, the " poor of this world" who were once chosen to 
be " rich in faith," and the " common people" whoi were wont to hear 
the truth gladly, have, all at once, become the only veheh against that 
just and equitable "law and order" which i^e^ themselves most need, 
to protect them from the powerful ? While the mighty, the rich^ and 
the noble, the very classes whose robberies, and whose depredations 
upon the " rights of the poor of the people" compelled Moses and the 
prophets, Nehemiah and the reformers, Jesus Christ and his Apostles, 
to confront them with their statutes, their rebukes, their popular agi- 
tations,* and their terrible anathemas,f have become, .(with all the 

* Nehemiah v. 17. t Matt, xxiii. and James v. - i 
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characteristics which render it almost impossible for them to enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven,*) the only persons capable of understand- 
ing and wielding civil government, and incapa&Ie of injustice or op- 
pression — to oppose whom, is treason and disorganization, of course ? 

43ATHERIN£tS OF THE 1>E0PLE. THE PROVIDENCE PKOCIKSSION. 

Will it be said that there had been any popular tumults and commo- 
tions that had indicated a propensity to " pillage and ploadejf f The 
people, as already stated, has assembled in large masses, Whm as« 
sembled, had they committed the slightest depredation i?pon the j^ro- 
perty. or violence or outrage upon the persons of their feflow-citizeB&? 
Had this been the case, we should hardly expect to hear Freisi(fent 
Wayland expressing his impressions that they were not moved by "any 
strong feehng "! That immense Mass Convention, held in Provtdeac®^ 
April 17th, 184Iji that marched through the streets in the presene© 
the astonished merchants and literati of the metropolis — the longiesjl^ 
procession — the mightiesit gathering— aye, and the most quiet and or^ 
derly one, too,— the least tinctured with signs of intemperance or 
marks of uproarous levity or senseless display, that was ever witness- 
sed in Rhode Island— what was it, we demand ? And what was thero^ 
about it that appeared like a disposition to commit outrages — to sub- 
ject the citizens to pillage ? Of whom was that procession compo^ 
sed? What their appearance, deportment, character and bearing? 
They were the industrious, hard-handed mechanics of the country 
and city — very many of them were members of churches, as Drs. 
Wayland and Tucker seem to understand— they were the sunburnt 
young farmers, especially the disfranchised younger brothers, arm iis 
arm, whose older brothers, without even the show of an equivalent m 
the form of a mess of pottage, and without any bargain, had monopo* 
lized all their birthright of political freedom. There they were, as in- 
telligent and as law-abiding as their older brothers. There they pre- 
sented themselves, before the city aristocracy, who understood well 
enough their errand. They came to take peaceful and lawful mea* 
sures for securing their rights. They came in their coarse but tidy 
butternut-colored homespun coats and pantaloons — their clean^ though 
not exquisitely plaited, shirts — their honest and earnest sober faces 
beaming with intelligence ; — they came, walking the earth erect, with, 
their eyes upon the blue heavens, without the suspicion that either 
broadcloth or mahogany, lands or warranty deeds, were wecessarj-r to 
make them imxi — the equals of their own mother's children ! The 
question is not whether Aristocratic Arrogancy had eyes to discover 
any moral sublimity in that mighty and peaceful gathering. It is not 
whether Flippant Foppery could deride it as « a farce," because it 
was not clothed in broadcloth. It is not whether Doctorated Dutness 
could descry in it " any strong feeling" until it transformed an Uni- 
versity into a war barrack. The simple inquiry is, whether the pallid 



* Luke xviii. 23. 
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face and the downcast eye that characterized tlio Charterists of Fro., 
vidence, that day, was occasioned by the ihsane and moiiomahiac 
dread of pillage and plunder, (as though men could seek political pow- 
er for sio other object,) or whether, with all their ajffected contempt^ 
they weri> overawed with the withering consciousness that they saw 
aa injured people preparing to exercise iZ/ew* rights? 

And ai" those othen gatherings of the people, at Newport, in May, 
and at Prcvidewco again, in July, 1841, and then, again, the sponta- 
neous esc 3rt of Gov. Dorr, on his return from New York, in the spring 
of 1842 — equaling, if not outnumbering all that wealth and artificial 
arrangeikient could muster, clergymen and all, to grace the triumphal 
procession of the Old Charter Pretonder, King — what was there, wo 
demand, that carried the air of disorder, and especially of a disposi- 
tioQ to pillage ? And who can be made to believe, without evidence^ 
that the numerous suffrage men in Providence were willing to burii 
the city of their own reyideoco, in order to revenge upon their bro» 
thers and neighbors, the members of the "same churches" and "bu- 
siness firms"* — that they wore going to hj:,?ii the houses, j^r.*?^, (as the 
representation has it,) and then parcel them out by lot, or otherwise, 
among themselves, «/'^e/m]!?Yis / Is it the reputation of downright iri- 
saitiit}^ or of deep and determined hypocrisy that men seek, when they 
scatter abroad such absurd and truthless fabrications? ' 

But the procession of Gov, Dorr, we may be reminded, was, in partj, 
a procession of armed men—a milLtary escort ! And what then ? 
Was this an unusual exhibition with the Governors of Rhode Island ? 
Had not the minority Governor King just been parading with H;? mili- 
tary escort? Are we to infer the prospect of plunder (as President 
Wayland would, perhaps, insist,) from the horrible fact that the march 
of Gov. Dorr's escort was the march of the dangerous majority? Or 
is " plunder" most to be feared from a Governor under Constitutional 
restraints? and administering a Constitution that expressly recog- 
nises the right of property among other human rights ? The world 
and posterity will judge how much weight should attach to the unsus- 
tained charges of a projected " pillage and plunder," brought against 
the supporters of Constitutional " law and order," by men who must 
needs screen themselves in some way, if possible, from the ignominy 
of having raised a lawless insurrection (as the world and posterity 
will know they have,) against the clearly asserted sovereignty of the 
People. 

THE TACTICS A^"D THE TOOLS OF TYRANNY. 

But this is not the first time that the advocates of liberty have beeri 
truthlessly charged with disorganizing and incendiary designs, and 
represented ready to cut tijoir masters* throats — unless they are 
wronged ! in no other way could popular sovereignty ever be put 
down and kept under. Tlie bugbear of piUage and plunder ever 
and anon, is dressed up for public exhibition whenever "any large 



* Vide Dr. Tucker. . - , - 
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number" of the people press their demands with " any strong feeling," 
and when the popular movement (no longer ♦* a farce") »• assumes a 
form that calls for immediate action." Aristocratic " action" in such 
casesr is marvelousiy monotonous, and has heen. as far, back as human 
history, aud tradition carries us. ^' Law and Order" are duly and du- 
tifully declared by the State doctors to !)« " in danger." Life and 
limb, and (more precious than ali) Property, are pronounced inse- 
cure ! , And the proof is readily produced ! Here are masses of mew, 
[horrible !] and vulgar, common men, too, in " large numbers," who 
exhibit " strong feeling" ! They ask their due share of political pow- 
er ! And would not this be "plunder"/ So the State monopolist 
regards it. They seek a change in the laws, aye, and the power of 
assisting in making them, too. Does not this squint at a "division 
of property ?" For what oth^r purpose couUl such men wish to 
change or to make laws ? Who, among a moniod aristocracy, ever 
beard of any use for laws but to get and make money ? Earthlings 
who never dreamed of any lawful authority but wealth, nor of any 
legislative object but " plunder," become the easy and willing dupes of 
the ambitious and designing. The cry of " pillage and plunder^^ mul- 
tiplies and is re-echoed. The alarm reaches the nursery and the bed- 
chamber. Matronly Affection is in tears, and Nervous Excitability in 
hysterics. The panic becomes epidemic, and doctors fatten upon fe- 
vers. Guilty Knavery, with its eye on its money-bags, is « in great 
fear where no fear loas" Cheated Cupidity puts off its coward phiz 
and plucks up courage enough to shoulder a rusty musket rather than 
be robbed of its cankered silver. "Respectability and Standing," 
ever ready to mob down righteous liberty, are alarmed at the prospect 
of a riot, and become the conservators of " law and order." Miserly 
Money-Love and Spendthrift Prodigality come into close contact nnd 
becoming brotherhood, now. Shoulder to shoulder they are paraded 
tind "dress to the right" or "left," just as Military Lordliness,, with 
its epaulettes and plumes (strutting in stateliness or prancing prettily, 
the Grand Marshal of the day,) finds it graceful to give out the word 
of command. 

, But all must be done lawfully, and law expositors are not wanting* 
Partisan Pettifoggery, skilled in sophistry and profound in precedent^ 
scents a cash client and a fat fee. its honest shilling it ihust earn/ 
So it puts on its spectacles, and becomes wise. The government that 
has reigned, and that does reign; it counts the « lawful government" of 
course, for possession is nine points of the law, and the tithe, as its 
?iame denotes, stands for the tenth, and that makes up the tally. So 
its declaration is soon filed, its argument summed up, its verdict record- 
ed. The minority are the sovereign, the majority the subjects. Hoary 
abuse is lawful government, and Constitutional righteousness andiiber- 
ty are treason. Stupidity listens, and is satisfied. Fashion espies 
where the " respectability" clusters, and lisps her silken assent. Mam- 
mon calculatc^s the probable eflcct on the public stocks and the mo- 
ecy market. Bloated Weulih, from ni)ikv its hulkv bales, and Gouty 
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Satiety, at its table, gor^^ed to excess, groan out in symphony tlieir apo- 
|iSectic appix)bation. Speculatioii, on tiptoe, signifies its horror at 
feeklessness and lawlessness, by lending its trustworthy endorsement, 
arid hastens bn to the exchange or the auction, Sharp-sighted Thrift, 
from behind its coUntdi* or at its desk, 'mid delicious dreams of coming 
customers, its decisions turned by as small a weight of merchandise asf 
its o;yn avoirdupoisei balances, and its soul eclipsed^ by a sixpence, finds 
no great difficulty iri deciphering the merits of the case on its interest-^ 
board. And Servile Sycophancy, too, but yesterdiay from the keimel, 
aping its betters, and eager to earn a footing amoWg the right honora. 
bles; does the dirty work of alternate aspersion and adulation for which 
it is constitutionally fitted. 

Thus backed and supported, the Reigning Povi^er reads the riot act, 
and commands Popular Sovereignty to disperse. The more timid 
comply, for men who love liberty and know their rights, are not al- 
wayis solicitous to be massacred or imprisoned, decapitated or hanged. 
But before (under all these embarrassments,) a people can bo fully sub- 
jugated by an aristofcratic minority, two other things must commonly 
be ddrte — the aid of two other auxiliaries must be secured Sbme 
princely despot, and a distant one is to be preferred, with a statidiBg 
army, (that unfailing antidote to freedom,)' mUst be induced to inter- 
fere. From such an armament, no sympathetic yearnings after liber- 
ty and humanity may be feared. Oppression is not more true to it- 
^elf than is an organized military estalishment to iU The soldier of 
the standing army has become an exile from the family circle, an a^ieis 
to the family of mankind. He has become a machine. He is en^- 
islaved, and worse than that—unlike the chattel slave of the plantktibn, 
he has cdmmonly lost the conception and the appetency of freedom* 

But besides and above alL One thing, rnbre essential thf^n eyeh the 
military clespot himself is needed. As all mi^sf be doiie lawftM'g^ so 
all miist be done religiously, too. For man will have a religion of 
some Sort, noi" eani he wholly divest himself of the consciousness that 
even iti his political acts, he must have the sanction of someihi% that 
he ean call, and th^t is called, a religion. Not least, then, in the had 
prdcessipn, comes Priestly Imposture, in canonicals— with or Without 
its surplice, as the fashion ecclesiastical may prescribe. With the 
abused and holy Book of benign but blasphemed Christianity in its 
sacrilegious hands, with its Satanic quotation^ of Scripture against its 
Author— arraying the letter against the spirit—the symbol against 
the thing- signified — it craftily contrives to tead " peace and safety" 
to oppressors, and denunciations to the opptessed. It consigns to 
perdition those who refuse to obey man rathei'' than God. It exhorts 
the military minions of despotism to do their foul and bloody work, 
secure of the divine favor. It stands ready to ehant its Te Uemns 
and pronounce its apostolical benedictions, whenever the butchery is 
performed, and the subjugation completed, lliis does the work that - 
iiothing else earthly could do, and gives to all other despotic doings 
their salnctity and their power. Saintly Subtfety^ in mity wefih, its 
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Tcafclicr, performs tho pastoral ofFice, and whenever tlic true v/orship- 
ers assemble to<iethcr, comes also among them. Too pious to meddjo 
with State matters, save when its help is needed to crii6h freedom, it 
deprecates the dirty waters of politics," and warns tho brotherhood 
to stand aloof from them. Securing llieir confiding promise of neu- 
trality, it steps complacently into the public procession of the oppres- 
sor, on whose side there is power. Pseudo JP'iety sympathizes with its 
pattern, and with its slippery faith pinned on clerical sleeves, glides 
from the attar to the armory, exchanges its Bible fur .1 bayonet, sur- 
mounts its cannon with a. prucifix, and mumbling its prayers, or thumb- 
ing its rosary, pirds itself, secure of priestly indulgence and absolu- 
tion, to the Pharaoh-like expedition of smothering in blood "the right 
of the poor of the people" — in the name of the" Prince of Peace" — - 
the « Refuge of the oppressed"— and of burying itself in the depths of 
the Red Sea. Infidelity, with ghastly grin, feasts on the prospect, 
and plants itself on either side, or on both—where it cap best corrupt 
Freedom or disgrace Christianity, or set them at suicidal warfare with 
each other. Surrounding communities that ought to snuff oppression 
in the breeze, and read their own coming doom in the daily Gazettes, 
are quieted by two twin ambassadors of Tyranny, ever present al 
their cabinets and altars ; — these, namely ; Worldly Wisdom, with 
Cain-like countenance, counseling non-interference with other peo- 
ple's concerns; and Spurioas Spirituality, dreading 'contaminatioia 
with the profaneness of politics. Seated between these, Carnal Se- 
curity waves her magic scepter, and cries " peace, peace^" when there 
is no peace — and so the world slumbers, and wears fetters. 

Thus has liberty been smothered, and Christian Institutions pressed 
into the service of tyranny—thus ( with few and brief exceptions, sup- 
plying the only breathing seasons of freedom) has rehgion been dis- 
graced, its author insulted, humanity suffocated, and human rights 
crushed, from the days of Constantine to the present hour. TTius it 
is, and has been, m Europe. And thus it was, and is, in Rhode 
Island. 

RECAPITULA.TSON.— STAND-POINT. 

We approach the winding up of the drama — or rather, of the Act 
of it that has already been performed. To understaml it, we must 
bear in mind the facts we have now ascertained. 

We haye seen the just causes of discontent with the people of Rhod'o 
Island—-their grievances— the long history of their pjcaceful and pa. 
tient efforts for redress. We have seen the complicate!! arts resorted 
to, in order to thwart and cheat them out of their liberties, during the 
last two vears — the efforts to deceive — to overawe— -to intimidate — to 
prevent them from exercising their inalienable and Constitutional 
rights. — We have witnessed, nevertheless, their regiifer, lawful and 
peaceful organization of a Constitutional State governriient-~-a gov- 
ernment every way superior, in its moral character, as well as in its 
;ii-,thonty. !^« !e?i«!itv and its order, jo (he usurped minoritv govern- 
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mentj, under (he Old Charter. We bdv6 seen the government not 
only organized, but in healthful Knd appropriate operation, and we 
have witnessed the mildness, the moderation and the magnanimity, as 
well as the equity of its acts. Up to the period now under review, 
May 1842, all was peaceful and quiet in Rhode Island, so far, at least, 
as the action of the majority, the Constitutionalists^ was concerned. 
And nothing was wanting but a quiet and orderly acquiescence, on 
the part of the minority, according to' their own favorite doctrine of 
" submission to the powers that be." All they haci to do was to re~ 
spect Constitutional " law and order," and there was nothing to dis- 
turb the public peace. They could not say that any one of their 
rights was invaded. All the change that had been effected, was the 
guaranty of the same rights to the rest of the community. And what 
more could thev ask ? 

They knew, or ought to have known, that it is lawful, and regular, 
and Constitutional, and orderly, according to parchments, as well as 
according to first principles, in America, for the people to change, to 
alter their governments at their pleasure — that this principle was the 
<* BASIS of all our political systems" — -that for a minority to contro- 
vert that principle, by an armed force, was to attempt a National as 
Well as a State revolution. 

And they knew, too—they could not help knowing — that a Consti- 
tutional government had been 6rganized in Rhode Island, and that the 
majority of the people had participated in the act, and were opposed 
lo their course, in attempting to thwart their designs. 

But they were unwilling to submit. Such was their "lust of 
power" — and of unjust, unlawful, unconstitutional power too, that ra- 
ther than not possess it, they prcferi'ed to light the torch of civil 
war ! This is proved by their early application to President Tyler 
for aid. And the same act proves that they knew the majority of the 
people of Rhode Island were against them, and m favor of the Con- 
stitution. 

AID OF THE SLAVE I'OWER, 

What could be more congruous and befitting than that the Char- 
TERisTs of Rhode Island should seek and obtain the aid of the Slave 
Power, to subdue northern freemen ? Gov. M'Duffie had pre- 
dicted their subjugation, within twenty-five years. Six years out of 
the twenty-five had elapsed. The efforts to extend slave law over 
Massachusetts and Ithode Island— aye, and oVer New York, too — had 
failed. What could be done 1 Opportunities were not to be disre* 
garded. Sympathetic minds, northern and southern, watched with 
deep interest the progress of things in Rhode Island. Congressional 
speeches in favor of popular subjugation, irrespective of latitude and 
complexion, bad not been lost, on northern ears. 

The application was made. It was successful, of course. How 
could it be otherwise ? The agents selected for the mission could not 
have been better chosen. .One of them was John Whipple, of Provi- 
<V-'npe, intimately connected with tlie South, the well known ally of 
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Harrison Gray Otis, in the attempt to prove abolitionists guilty of 
treason against the Constitution.* And Gov. Dorr was an abolition- 
ist. It needs no letter-writer from Washington, to tell us how the nego- 
tiation was conducted, and what were the arguments used. All was 
anticipated by popular rumor, at the North, beforehand — confirmed by 
southern Journalists, afterwards. The argument was a short and di- 
rest one. If popular sovereignty was permitted at the North, the pre- 
ce:lent would be dangerous to the South. If the disfranchised ma- 
jority of Rhode Island could form a Constitution without leave of 
their masters, the disfranchised majority of S. Carolina might do the 
same, and the " peculiar institution" would be overthrown. The 
northern laborer must therefore be put down, lest the southern labor- 
er should rise.j' 

PRESIDENT Tyler's decision. 

A letter from President Tyler, to Samuel W. King, who claims to 
be Governor of Rhode Island, under the Charter, was communicated 
to the Charter Assembly in April. It was greeted with joy, and hail- 
ed as an omen of triumph. Gov. Dorr, in his Message of May 3d to 
the Constitutional Assembly, very charitably attributes the tone of 
that letter to " a mistake of the facts." But no efforts on the part of 
the Constitutionalists coul(} suffice to change his decision*. In a sec- 
ond letter addressed « to tlie Governor of the State of Rhode Island," 
and which was obviously intended, not for the Constitutional Gover- 
nor, but for Samuel W. King, the President maintains substantially 
the ground previously assumed. This letter is dated May 7. It ac- 
knowledges4he receipt of a communication, "transmitting resolutions 
of the Legislature of Rhode Island, informing" the President " that 
there existed in that State * certain lawless assemblages of a portion 
of the people,* for the purpose of subverting the laws, and overthrowing 
the existing government, and calling upon the Executive to interpose 
the power and authority of the United States, to suppress such in- 
surrectionary and lawless assemblages, and to support the existing 
government and laws, and protect the State from domestic violence. 
President Tyler informs King that his " opinions as to the duties of 
this government to protect the State of Rhode Island remains un- 
changed." He proceeds to say that present appearances do not seem 
to require immediate action, <&c. &c. But adds- — « If any exigency 
of lawless violence shall actually arise, the Executive government of 



* We should be sorry to do any injustice to this gentleman. Since penning^ 
the above. paragraph, we notice in the papers that Mr. Whipple has resigned his 
seat in the Old Charter Assembly, and withdrawn himself from the councils of 
the existing usurpation. Perhaps he will make some explanations of his recent 
position, which will place him in a less unfavorable light." 

t The Washington correspondent of the New York American says that the 
President was known to have been in favor of the suffrage party, until the arri- 
val of this Mission from the Charlerists. This corroborates strongly our vWws 
of tl^t Mission. i * - 
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the United States, under the authority of the resolutions of the Legis- 
lature, already submitted, will stand ready io succor the authorities of 
tiie State, in their efforts to maintain a due respect for the laws." 

GROUNBS OF THIS DECISION. 

In ail that has appeared of these proceedings, nothing has tran- 
spired which would imply that any investigation of the Constitutional 
merits of the controversy in R. Island, or inquiry whether a majority 
of the people had regularly formed a new Constitution, had been had 
or was entertained or contemplated by the Cabinet at Washington. 
The absence of any such investigation or inquiry is apparent on the 
iace of the corr<8spohdence. It is taken for granted tiiat Samuel W. 
King, formerly Governor of Rhode Island, is the lawful Governor noWf 
though the collision is well known to have taken place upon the rival 
claims of the tv, contending parties. A more cool and deliberate 
contempt of his Constitutional responsibilities, the President could 
sc&rcely have exhibited. The Constitution of the United States 
"guaranties to every State in the Union a.republican form of govern- 
ment." What if it should appear that the President's oath of ofTice 
required him to support the Constuution of Rhode Island, recently 
ndopted, and the Legislature and Governor duly elected under tit;? 
This would certainly be the case, if the people had a right to form 
such a Constitution, without sanction of the Charter Assembly, and if 
as a matter of fact, they had actually done that thing. Why not iri' 
quire then, into that question, if it be a question, of American Consti- 
tutional law 1 And why not inquire into the particulars of the adop- 
tion of the Constitution 7 Why not gather evidence from both par- 
ties ? Why not count the votes, and ascertain whether or no the 
claim of the Constitutionalists was a valid one?. Why not refer 
the question to the. Supreme Court of the United States? 

How comes it to pass that in the letters of the President to Samuel 
W. King, no allusion whatever is made to any such Constitutional 
question — nor to the question whether the majority of the people of R. 
Island had adopted the new Constitution ? 

The marked timidity, caution, and fear of offending or alarming the 
democracy of the country, which characterises that second letter of 
the President, leaves us no room to doubt that a reference would have 
been had to the merits of the controversy, if the President had exam- 
ined it, and if he had found it safe to have made allusion to that sub- 
ject. Could he have cited the Declaration of Independence, Bills of 
Rights, Constitutions and Constitutional expositions of the country, 
in favor of his decision, would he have failed to have dane so ? Or if, 
on any good foundation, he had arrived at the conclusion that the 
Constitution had not been adopted by a majority of the people of R. 
Island, would he not have been forward to say so ? And how can we 
lielp inferring, from his silence on these points, that the President 
found no support from Constitutional law, and understood perfectly 
well, that the controversy he had espoused was against a ninjority of 
ilie people of 'Rhode Island ? 
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But whatever inferonces wo may draw, one thing is certain. The 
President's decision " took the growsxd that the people of R. Island had 
no right, either by a majority or by the whole, to alter their govern- 
raent, on their own motion, or in any way except by the permission, 
through the agency^ and under the direction and control of the exist- 
ing government." It " had no reference to the question whether the 
Sulfrage Constitution was or was not adopted by the body of the 
people, but solely to the fact, that it was not adopted under license 
irom the Charter party.'* [J. Leavitt, in letter from Washington^ 
May 3d.] 

THE REAL CAUSE OF IT, 

Does any one inquire into the causes of this very extraordinary de- 
cision of the President ? The answer is easy. The Madisonian, the 
0.1icial or Court Gazette of the President, at Washington city, tel!:^ 
Ihe story. 

From this paper it appears that a great excitement was created at 
the seat of Government, by the affairs of R,hode Island, after the rep- 
resentations made to the Cabinet by the Charter Mission. It is manifest 
(as Mr. Leavitt, who was on the spot, has shown, in the Emancipator) 
ihskt no pains were spared to prevent any Congressional discussion on 
the course of the .President. A member of the Senate from Ohio^ 
howe.ver, Mr. Allen, had questioned the correctness of his position, and 
had endeavored to bring the whole subject into discussion. The Mad- 
isonian immediately denounced him as an ♦abolitionist — declared the 
Free Suffrage movement in Rhode Island an abolition plot — de- 
hbunced Gov. Dorr as an abolitionist and his adherents as traitors 
against the country. The following extracts may suffice, as speci- 
mens of its sentiments and language. 

"Let us be watchful! Let us beware! If the Government of 
Rhode Island [meaning the Charter party,] is to be overthrown by 
forces the revolution will not stop there. It will sweep, like a hurri- 
cane, TO THE South.'* 

"The doctrine that NUMBERS can CHANGE .a CONSttTU- 
TION, without going through the forms of law, would, at once, Con- 
Vert the numberless BLACKS OF THE SOUTH into voters, who 
could vote dowVi the SOUTHERN STATE GOVERNMENTS at 
their pleasure." 

And so the working-men of the North are explicitly told, by Presi- 
dent Tyler's Official, that "NUMBERS" (i, e. the MAJORITY,) 
must not be permitted to exercise their right, so fully recognised by 
American Constitutional law, to " change the government"— to " in* 
stitute a new government whenever their safety and happiness re- 
(juire"* — lest the slaves of the Sou^h should follow their example ! 
Verily, the question of American Liberty is no longer a question of 
latitude or of complexion. 



Judge Slj] y'i Commcraariet;; Vul. I. p. 198. 
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Again, said the Madisonif^i) : 

" If Dorr persist?! in the attempt t^; s'dwcrt the existing laws hy 
force of arms, then it can no longer be tioncealed from the public 
gaze that the whole proceeding is nothieg" raore or less than an aboli- 
Hon movement ! Dorr is an abolitionist of the most rabid description. 
Alien, from Ohio, the demagogue, Jacobin, destructive, we have rea- 
son to suppose, will be the champion of the northern abolitionists, 
from this time forth. Dorr declared to a mo& headed by Vanderpoei 
and Cambj^eleng, that men mere equaV — *that he was the uncom- 
promising advocate of human rights' — that *a majority of human be- 
ings in any State had a right to alter and abolish the Constitution, at 
any time/ and fifty other cant phrases of the fanatics." 

And so our Declarations of Independence, Bills of Rights, Consti- 
lutions. Expositions, Commentaries and all, are to be quoted by ys 
only on pain of being denounced as demagogues, Jacobins, fanatics* 
)>y the Official Government paper of the nation ! And the free white 
])eople of Rhode Island must not be permitted to assert and act out 
thosp declarations of their fathers, lest the «* peculiar institution" 
should suffer dama<ye. 

Here we have a specimen of fhe expedients resorted to, by Presi- 
dent Tyler's Official, to ^overawe the democracy of the country, and 
<^specia11y its delegation in Congress. To contend for wJiite liberty in 
Rhode Island, is to come undsr '^.he ban of proscription-— is to be sub- 
jected to the charge of ahoUiionism ! Verily, the democracy are re- 
ceiving important lessons from the seat of the National Government. 

Here, too, we have the key-note of the tone now .held l?y the pub. 
lie presses of the country, to so great extent,, in respect to -Gov. Dorr 
and his adherents. In an article published on the receipt of news 
from Providence, and of the course of Gov. Dorr^ the Madisonian 
says: — 

" To all suggestions that the difficulty could be settled amicably, 
Dorr turned a deaf ear. He declared that no offers of .compromise 
would be listened to that did not recognise " human rights'^ — the right 
of the majority — not only to govern, but to alter and gholish gmiern- 
ments at pleasure. This is the vital principle of the abolitionists. 
Dorr is a rank abolitionist, himself. Were this principle established, the 
abolitionists would have a triumph, indeed. They would only have to 
creep through the southern States and take down the names of all the 
blacks over twenty-one years of age, and all the miserable, reckless 
white fanatics— mm, who have itiothing at stake, and would, at a mo. 
ment's warning, engage in any lawless enterprise that promised booty 
■ — and then, at a concerted signal, throw up the black flag of insur- 
rection, and proclaim the laws extinct." 

Notice, here, in the first place, the evidence and cliaracier of Gov. 
Dorr's treason ! He would « listen to no comproniise that did not ac- 
knowledge HUMAN RIGHTS— the right of the majority not only to 
govern, but to altur Aind abolish governments at pleasure." .This 
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sieM must have come from the Charterists of Rhode Island^ and it 
agrees with their common tone of sentiment and their habitual deri- 
sion of " the sovereignty of the people." Here, then, the treason is 
described. And what is it ? Why, nothing more nor less than a de- 
termination to adhere strictly to the fundamental principles of Ameri- 
can Constitutional law, as laid down in all our Declarations, Bills of 
Rights, Constitutions and Constitutional expositions— a simple decla- 
ration of fealty to the doctrines of Washington, Jefferson, Hamilton, 
Madison, Wilson, Iredell, Rawle, Story, &c. &;c. &c., and expressed 
in alnfiost their identical language ! 

And so it has become treasonable to repeat, with approbation, the 
well known maxims and declarations of American Constitutional law. 
This is it, to rebel against " law and order" ! What and ivhose " law 
and order" i we may well demand ! Not the established " law and 
order" of the country, most certainly. The Rhode Island Charterists 
and the southern slavociafs must have set up a " law and order" of 
their own ! 

Notice, next,~this treasonable doctrine of Gov. Dorr and of the 
American Constitutions, and of all the venerated fathers and e"»"6nt 
Constitutional lawyers of the Republic, is the vital priiicipte of the 
abolitionists'' Treason, of course ! , a v 

Finally, "were this principle established— "aye ! if the fundamental 
principles of American Constitutional law were only ^^established'' {?!?) 
American Slavery would assu redly jTaZL , [Precious confession !] 

And, therefore, the Constitution of Rhode Island must be put down ! 
A sovereign State— -so far as the People are concerned- — must be blot- 
ted out of the Republic, So much for the testimony of President Ty- 
ler's Official. 

We will advert, next, to the speech of Mr. Senator SirKimons, of R. , 
Island, in the Senate of the United States. This gentleman is report- 
ed as having made a very eloquent and thrilling appeal to the people of 
the Southt on the subject. Yes ! the people of the South ! We have 
no copy of the speech before us, but this southern description of it in- 
sufficient. Its meaning can not be mistaken. '*You help, us put 
down our white slaves— our operatives— and we will help you keep 
down your black siaves," Mr. Simmons is, we believe, extensively 
engaged in the manufacture of cotton. We have it on good authori- 
ty, a letter from Washington, that, in this speech, Mr. Simmons 
" boldly defended the Charter, on all points'' 

What further proof do we need 1 If any were wanting, it is supplied 
by the late speech of Henry Clay, at Lexington, Kentucky. It was a 
speech against President Tyler, but be takes occasion to say that he 
approves his course, on the alFairs of Rhode Islands And why ?— 
Having described in his way, the movement in Rhod'' Island, he pro- 
ceeds : 

« And is it contended that the major part [note thai ! " the majok 
I'ART ! "] of this Babel congregation is invested with the right to build 
uj^, at its pleasure, ti new govornment ? That d.^. often, and when- 

■ I \ 
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ever, society can be dnimmed m\ and tlirown into sucli .1 shapeless 
iTfiass, the MAJOR PAUT OF iT may establish another and another 
new government, in endless succession ? * * 

How such ammClFLE would OVERkTE in a CERTAIN SEC 
TION of this tlnioTi, with a PECULIAR POPULATION, you will 
readily conceive.'' 

At-TEMPT TO REVOLUTIONIZE THE COUNTRY. 

The Constituiional right of the people, to change their gqvernmQnty 
at pleasure, the right claimed in the Declaration of Independence, and 
declared over and over again, in our Constitutions, and Bills of Rights, 
and by all our recognized expositors of Constitutional law, is here ex- 
pressly denied to a MAJQRITY of the people. And in another pai^ 
agraph, as already cited, Mr, Clay distinctly admits that "an appar^ 
ent majority^' voted for the Rhode Island Constitution; and . that it 
was as regularly formed and, adopted as the Conkitution of Michigan f 

And this right must be given up— must be crushed by the Federal 
Power, because, if « the principle'' were recognized, the slaves of the 
South co^ld not be kept under 1 Northern liberty must be crushed— 
Cqnstitutipnal rights optlawed— the fundamental "principle" of all 
onr Araeiican governments must go by the board, lest thp peculiar 
population'' of certain section of tMs Union" should becbniie, free I 

THE IMMOjLATION. -OF MSERTY Ai>fD„MW,;.". ' 

The promise of Pregidsrit Tyler was not forgotten. With the out- 
line of the facts, the reader may be presumed to be acc^uainted. Tlie 
first scene of the drama is thus epitomized by a late writer The 
march of Federal troops from New York to Newport (R. L) — from 
« Old Point Comfort" (Virginia) to New York, thus indicating the di- 
rection that would be given to the whole disposable force that is sworn 
to obey thei orders of the President of the United States ; the garrison- 
ing of arsenals, the momentary ardor of the people in support of their 
rights ; the apparent cisrtainty of bloodshed ; the triumph of armed 
force collected and sustained by the public purse, over the undisciplin- 
elJ people ; the dispersion of the suffrage forces i the exultation of the 
successful power."* 

It was on the 18th of May, that Gov. Dorr fled from Providence, 
A second scene was opened a few weeks after. Gov. Dorr rallied 
again at Chepachet, one of the interior villages. Thither the forces of 
the insurgents were directed. A second retreat of the Constitutionai- 
ssts ensued. Governor Dbrr fled, the second time, from the State and 
has not returned. His adherents dispersed. The victors had already 
declared the State under martiai^ law. This was continued. A 
military despotisnti bore sway, the Constikitiona! govern m.ent seemed 
overthrown, Jind nothing deserving the name of a civil government 
could be said to exist. 



* Review of Wavland's Discourse, b? a Member of the Koston Bar. 

1 ^ ■ 
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THE DOUBLE PKOBLEM. — A MINOKITY TKIUMPH ; AND ITS FEALTY TO 

" LAW AND OKDER." 

But how came it to pass, it may be asked, that the majority were 
overborne by the minority in these military struggles ? This ques- 
tion has been a puzzle to many. The Providence Journal exults un- 
sparingly, and labors unceasingly, to make the impression abroad, and 
on the strength of their military demonstrations, that the majority, 
were, in fact o^ams^ the Constitution and in favor of its successful 
assailants. It was not to the 6aZZo^.6oa; returns that the Journal ap^ 
pealed, but to the military array ! It boasted its 4,000 men in arms^ 
in contrast with the comparatively small muster of tlie Constitutional- 
ists, and was " satisfied that a majority of the people are not in favov 
of the People's Constitution" ! As much as to tell the people that the 
war campt and NOT the ballot-boos, was the proper place to settle the 
qnestlon of majoi'ities, and to test the legality and validity of Consti- 
tutions ! And yet, an appeal to this only legitimate arena of de- 
cision, on the part of the unsuccessful, they say is treason ! This 
same gross absurdity lies at the basis of the discourses of Drs. Tucker 
and Wayland. The fact of successful occupancy and possession of 
the physical power of the State, that, in their view, settles all quest- 
ions of legality and allegiance ! yet the effort to obtain that only le- 
gitimate title to authority, is treasonable ! Henry Clay, too, in his 
Lexington speech, exhibits the same political ethics. He demands 
who are the people (in Rhode Island) that are to tear up the whole 
fabric of human society ?"•— " Our revolutionary fathers did not tell us 
by woKDS, but they proclaimed it" (i, e. "the right of the People to 
abolish an existing government") " by gallant and noble dbs2DS."-— 
The plain English of which is — If the people of Rhode Island claim 
sovereignty, let them get it by force of arms, if they can '. Let them 
not quote American, Constitutional law— let them not rely on the 
righteousness of their cause — nor on the majoritj'^ of their numbers — • 
nor on the regularity of their proceedings. This is all mere words.^* 
When their; bloody exploits place the power in their hands, their gov- 
ernment will be legitimate enough, then ! 

A " prudent" lessen, truly, to the injured laboring masses, norths 
ern and southern ! The preachers of this doctrine can not condemn 
those who practice upon it—unless they fail of success — for that is 
evidently the divinit,y they worship! — What a lesson of popular vio- 
lence! , What a daring of the people to the bloody conflict ! The suf- 
frage w^e of December 1841 goes for nothing, say the Charterists of 
Rhode Island, because the Suffrage ar'>^,y of May and June 1842 did 
not keep tally with it ! Your votes against us — your arguments-— 
your "words" we count only a " farce," unless you will meet us with 
quantum sufficit of bayonets ! 

And these are the Conservatists of " law and order" are they t 
These are the men that dread revolutions and blood ! These are the 
men who would have the nation believe that they have all along been 
m favor of conceding to the people their rights, if they would only 
8 
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cease froni disorder and riot — if they would only do things in " a reg- 
ular and lawful manner f 

What are </fe?V notions of the legitimate foundation of civil govern- 
ment, and of the proper methods of establishing it, they Ivdve signifi- 
cantly tokl us ! The7j will recognize no umpire of disputed and rival 
sovereignties but the sword. So their acts tell us, so their discourses 
and speeches assure us. Their early application to President Tyler, 
for aid, and their fiendish exultations^ — press- wise and' pulpit-wise— -on 
their success, their marauding scouts and their thanksgivings, let us 
into their bosoms. We read them, and understand their notions of 
rightful authority, and of" law and order," With suck notions, their 
military preparations — their only dependance, would be formidable, 
of course. , 

ANAKCIIISTS ! WHO ? A PICTURE. 

Now it happened that the so-called anarchists, disorgariizers, rf^^- 
dels, incendiaries, and plunderers, composing the Suffrage party, (the 
leaders and the masses) held precisely opposite views of Constitutional 
" law and order"-^of « legitimate authority"— of the " lawful mode" of 
establishing civil government, and therefore it was, that they were 
less formidable in the field than at the foils. They had supposed 
thai tl}e Declaration of Independence—- that the National and State 
Constitutions, with their Bills of Rights, meoiwi something, and meant 
what they said. They had taken it for granted that if a majority of 
the adult male citizens of the State framed and adopted a Constitution 
and organized a government on precisely the model of the other . 
American Constitutions, by the same rhethods. and exactly a;cc6rding to 
the eitpress prescriptions of the Washingtons, the JefFersons, the Mad- 
isons, the Hamiltons, the Marshalls and the Storys of the republic, 
and if they administered this government on principles of mildness 
and forbearance, impartiality and equity — securing the ec[ual and in- 
alienable rights of all men— why then, they took it for granted, that a 
minority consisting, (as they charitably supposed) of la# abiding and 
honest and Christian men, would peacefully submit to the lawful gov- 
ernment, and support it. The tone of Gov. Dorr's message proves 
this. Their own familiarity with the foundation principles of free 
governmentj and their own reverent attachment to the " law and or- 
der" growing out of them were such that it never seems to have oc» 
curred to them that the professed conservators of " law and order" 
would themselves turn insurrectionists— that the preachers of unquaL 
ified submission to the «' powers that be" would shoulder the musket, 
causelessly, to overthrow them — that, in such a cause, the ambassa- 
dors of the Prince of Peace, would be among the first to raise the war- 
whoop, and turn their Universities into soldiers' barracks — that for no 
crime but organizing for the State " a Republican form of govern- 
ment," the President of the United States, in direet violation of his 
oath, would proscribe them, and pledge the Federal forces for their 
overthrow. In one wovd, they had no idea that there was enough of 
the spirit of anarchy, lawlessness, disorganization, insurrection, athe- 
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4sm, -murder, despotism, and hatred of righteous liberty, in the State, or 
in the nation, to muster any formidable mihtary opposition to such a 
government, thus established and administered. And therefore, their 
MiuyARir movements and calculations were not made in anticipation 
of such unexpected events. Even after the threatened interference of 
President Tyler, we are informed, they really believed that two hun- 
dred men would be amply sufficient to keep in subjection all the lavb'- 
less .men in Rhode Island, who would arm themselves against the Con« 
istitutional government. 

' THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE CASE. 

In this estimate, they greatly erred ; as the facts now prove. They 
'had not sufficiently considered that Idolatry — the idolatry of Property 
—(which i^ identical with atheism) embodies always, and of necessity, 
the elements of murder» and of insurrection against righteous law-r- 
that Reason as well as Scripture teaches this universal truth— that 
whoever elevates Property above Humanity —matter above spirit, as 
the Rhode Island Charterists have so tenaciously and continuously 
and signally done, will, of course, until the delusion is relinquished, 
sacrifice human life, if need be, on the altar of property.— -Thus it jnust 
be, because, in the nature of the case, it can not be otherwise. To 
suppose an intelligent and determined adherent of the land supremacy 
of Rhode Island, a supremacy of acres over immortal men, is to sup- 
pose a determined murderer, of course, whenever the convicting 
claims of man, and oj" acres, shall come in collision with each other. 
For one of those claims, the one or the other, must yield. And, to say 
that the acres must mo^ yield, is to say that man must. "The fool" 
hath said in his heart—no God !" What next ? « They are corrupt 
and have done abominable works." How is this made manifest? 
They " shame the counsel of the poor"— for " he that despiseth the 
poor reproacheth his Maker." Then comes the inevitable result — and 
what is it ! Nothing short of cannibalism ! They " have no kno;v1. 
edge"—-" they eat up the people as they eat bread"— they devour hu- 
man beings as coolly, with the same relish, and with as little compunc- 
tion, as they would swallow a dinner ! So God affirms of them,* and 
the testimony is found true. Such a people supply the very materials 
for an army of insurgents. But others are slow of heart to believe 
this, beforehand. And therefore the extent and depth of the spirit of 
murder and lawlessness in Rhode Island was not foreseen by the lawful 
government, nor by the majority of the people. 

Nor did they, in their military calculations, make due allowance 
for the effect, on the suffrage forces, resulting from the general ele- 
ments of )f7feM' character, as contrasted with their opponents. - They 
were not the men to raise an armv out of. or to do service in a civil 
war, when they were enrolled. Why? Because they had hum^tm 
hearts hft in them ! They had some degree Of regard for human 



* Psalm XIV. 



60 



THE RIGHTS AND THE WRONGS 



rights ! or co]urse, they would be tender of human life. These were 
not the men for soldiers. The younger brothers who were disfraii- 
rhised (by the law admitting only the oldest mn)-rrthese had not 
learned the creed of human inferiority to property. Humanity was 
something, in their eyes. For the most part, they would not take the 
Jives of their older brothers, to maintain their own rights. Four or 
five such brothers, in one family, would decline, taking arms at all, or 
take them to no purpose — while the one oldest brother would be 
prompt and firm at his post, ready to sacrifice all his younger bro- 
thers, rather than concede their equality with himself! Theory and 
fact, philosophy and history, agree here. Nothing is more certain, 
than that the war spirit in Rliode Island, commenced first with the 
Charterists, and almost universally pervaded their ranks, while it was 
tardily kindled, slowly infused, and faintly and partially .exhibited in 
the ranks of the Constitutionalists. The peace men were, almost ex- 
clusively, among the latter, with the exception (by complaisance) of 
a few rich Quakers, who, we will charitably conclude, were not very 
much infected with the war fever. 

CONFIRMATION. 

The Charterists themselves, furnish us, as already hinted, the data 
for these statements.- They admit that they were- outvoted on the 
landholders' Constitution, and their own figures show 1,553 more 
votes fcr Gov. Dorr than for S W. King, and 8,668 votes for the two 
traitors, (as they call them,) Dorr and Carpenter, by the side of 4,864 
for their King. [We will leave the 13,944 suffrage votes for the 
Constitution, in a population of 23,142, out of the estimate, noip, to 
give the Charterists the benefit of their own figures.] Here, then, we 
have their account of the parties, as arrayed against each other at the 
POLLS. Now for the military review. Here, the Providence Jour- 
nal, as before quoted, claims that the Charterists reckoned " 4,000 
good men and true, in arms," being nearly one-half of the 8,662 vo- 
ters, at the greatest rally ever known at the polls (in 1840), by the 
"freemen" or landocracy of the State! The forces mustered with 
Gov. Dorr were derided,, as a mere handfull. Never reported to be, 
at the most, over 1 to 2,000, and now believed to have been, in re- 
ality, only about 500. And therefore the Journal " is satisfied that a 
majority of the people are not in favor of the People's .Constitution" ! 
It boastfully asks—" Where is the majority ?" It glories in " certain 
heavy pieces of orduance, which deal out arguments not easy to re- 
sist !" and thinks « the traitor," Gov. Dorr, must now be « con- 
vinced !" 

So then the Charteristf?, finding themselves outnumbered at the 
polls, by their own showing, resort to the war-hatchet ! Annoyed 
with troublesome appeals to Constitutional law, from the pen of Ben- 
jamin Cowei! and others, their best " argument" is found in " certain 
heavy pieces of ordnance" ! li these fiiil to "convince" the " trai- 
tors" against minority supremacy, they have nothing more intellect- 
ual, or iaw- abiding, or orderly, to oiTer ! The controversy, ^ley 
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think, is to be settled in no way but by JcilUng their neighbors f Ami 
they understand that it is to be a deadly encounter of" friend against 
friend, l^rother against brother'— the "lines of alienation running 
through families and firms of business."* Among the men to be 
butchered, are "civil magistrates," "who [say they] have sat at our 
tables"— r" a considerable number of professing Christians," " who 
partake [with their opponents] of the elements of that body which 
was broken and that blood which was shed for our sins !"f 

Work, here, for fiends, surely ! Where, and among what class in 
jR,hode Island, were they to be mustered? The Charterists can tell 
US. Out of the 4,500 in arms, they furnished 4,000 themselves ! 
Nearly one-half'^ of their entire number of voters were on the spot* 
with their death- weapons in their hands ! But of the " bloodthirsty'^ 
suffrage men, watching for " plunder," only about 51)0 could be ral- 
lied-— about one Udenty- eighth part of their voters I 

THE BONE OF CONTENTION. 

Yet the suffrage men were contending for " the blessings of a Con- 
stitution, free sufiVage and an equalized representation." which "a 
great majority of the citizens of all parties" desired. [Vide A. C. 
Barstow.] Dr. Tucker adverts to " the anomaly of the existing 
[Charter] government, as the cause of the difficulty — to the " cor- 
rectness of the principle avowed" [by the suffrage men] as the " ob- 
ject'' to be obtained, to wit, the "eqiiality of representation, and the 
RIGHT of suffrage."— " Petitions," io this effisct, he attests, " have 
been often presented and acted upon," which implies that they had 
often been denied ! And Dr. Wayland says, "it is universally' coo. 
ceded that it would have been better if a change in the elective fran- 
chise had been made, many years since." 

Such were the objects of the suffrage men, with their comparfitively 
small rally in the war camp. Mighty in numbers— mighty in the 
rectitude, of their cause, by the concessions of their enemies. Mighty 
too, in their hold upon the Constitutional law of their country. Weak^ 
onl}', in the rally for civil commotion — for civil war— even in the, de- 
fense of the lawful civil government. And these are the bloodthirsty 
** anarchists !" the " plunderers !'' 

And as. for the Charterists — for what did lliey x^Wy 1 In opposition 
to the objects sought by the suffrage men ? Yea? or nay ?— -If so,, 
they rallied against the adhnitted right! If not, for what object eZzW 
they rally ? Was it for the mere love of killing their neighbors ?— 
Or was it because a Constitution establishing the right had been 
framed and adopted without their leave — th^ leave of the minority— 
which leave they had, for half a century refused ? Either horn of the 



* Rev. Dr. Tucker's Discourse. t Rev. Dr. Wayland'vS Discourse. 

X On reflection, it must have been much more than one half. For the 8,662 
voters of>1840 included the whole number, of all parties, voting. But many of 
^ihem are known to be Constitutionalists, and opposed \o the Charterists, in thdr 
present strugde. ' ^ 
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tlilemma presents essentially the same point I These are the conser¥« 
«tors of law and order!" These are the men jealously careful qf 
ihe "public tranquility, security and peace !" 

ONE PROBLEM SOLVED, * 

This, then, we assign, as the grand secret of comparative imbecili^ 
ty, on the part of the Constitutionalists, in the war camp. That was 
not their place. 27«ere,they were out of their element. The friends 
of human rights are not forward to take human life. Constitutional 
"flaw and 'Order'* do not eagerly rush to the arena of civil war. The 
injured, i^fter }q,ng forbearance, are not as ready to redress, with vio- 
Jence, their wrongs, as the wrong doers are to perpetuate and extend 
their injuries in blood. The worse than worthlessness of the mlitary 
arm, in such a struggle, is one of the lessons to be learned by the late 
events in Rhode Island. 

INFURIATED RIOTERS— ANOTHER PICTURE. 

TaKe the following illustration, from the testimony of a Charterist, 
who gives, in the N.Y. Journal of Commerce, and N. York Observer, 
an account of the first encounter, at Providence, the 18th of May. 
This is the more to our purpose, as on that occasion, the Charter 
forces were so smaii, and the circumstances were such, as to give the 
Constitutionalists the advantage over their enemies. Let us see how 
they availed themselves of their position. 

The writer reveals to us his own sentiments by describing the ranks 
of Gov. Dorr, as containing lazy fellows, infuriated hy passion and 
liquor^'^ &c., while the Charter forces, under Col. Blodget, were 

the respectability and worth of the city" Let us see then, how these 
infutiaied creatures behaved. Here, we shall get a glimpse, no doubt, 
of the worst part of « the Dorr party," in their worst doings. For 
Fresideht Wayland, Dr. Tucker, and others, give us to understand 
that only a part of the suffrage men were bad enough to carry mat- 
ters lo this extreme of violence. And they boast that one and anoth- 
er, iiay, that the large body of the Constitutionalists shrunk back, 
when they savv to what extent the unprincipled and reckless few were 
prepared to carry their violence. Now, then, to our writer. 

"A cannon [he says,] stood before the door, [of Mr. Anthony's 
house, vGov, Dorr's head-quarters] loaded to the muzzle with all sorts 
of missiles, and pointed directly down the road.'' — " A suffrage man 
came running to them [Blodget's Company] and exclaimed • Don't 
come this way, you will all be killed.' Col. Blodget took the kind ad- 
viceof his enemy, more careful of his men than of himself, and ap- 
iptoached the house from another direction. Having arrived at the 
house, a detachment was ordered in, and Gov. King, with the Sheriff 
went over to the house, which was full of men armed with all sorts of 
weapons for close fight. The suffrage men advised the detachment to 
go out, saying, ' if a gun is fired, you will all be killed.' The citizens 
could not but be conscious that there was too much ground for the de- 
€laration, for they were inferior in numbers and wcupons for so close 
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a conflict. Yet they replied, ' We have been ordered liere, and shall 
not leave oiu* post until ordered to do so by our commander/ This 
was a most critical hour. When Gov. King and the Sheritf address- 
ed the arnied^mass outside, declaring that they had come to arrest 
Dorr, and would arrest him if he was there to be found, the cry was, 
* Never !. never !' and muskets were aimed at the windows, but ho^p- 
pily no triggers^ were drawn." — "Through all. these incidents, there 
is strongly exemplified the No England regard for law and life. Men 
could be found plentifully to resolve for what they deemed their 
RIGHTS, a considerable number would take up arms and put themselves 
in battle array, and some would point their guns, but not a man v^ould 
fire. To a certain boundary they could be led, and that was^ th© 
boundary of law." [Journal of Commerce.] 

The truth is, they knew that "law" was on their side, fet they 
forebore. Gov. Doi r, yielding to tl^ > importunity of relatives, and <3e- 
sirous of preventing bloodshed, (we -assured that there would be no 
relenting, on the other side.) fled into the country from his putsuerSp 
and the armament was disbanded. 

Thrice, then in one day, (like Cayid, with Saul in his hand,) did 
they let their enemies escape, without so much as taking from them 
the skirt -of a; coat, though they had them in their powier. So th© 
writer in the .Tournal of Commerce, testifies. So we heard, on th© 
spot, the same day, from Charterists, themselves. And before nighty 
we heard them derided as fools and as cowards, for their lenity,'^ 
These are the men who are now incarcerated in the jail^ of Khode Is- 
land, and scattered, by flight, over New England. These are the men 
whom President Wayland shamelessly describes as " ignorant and 
abandoned men, urged to treason by (he hopes of glutting their re- 
venge, against those who had been their truest friends, and by the ex» 
pectation of plundering those who, it was supposed, had not strength, 
or courage to resist I" 

. How lamentable must be the condition of those minds — with what 
terrible visions of conscious wrong doing must they be haunted^ who 
can only read signs of " revenge" and indications of " pi/Under*' in 
such men ! What can be more manifest than that it was only for 
THEIR RIGHTS that they were contending, and that— when it came to 
the dreadful alternative, they would waive even these— for the time be- 
ing, rather than sacrifice the lives of their neighbors ! Br. Wjsyland 
and his clerical accomplices, had abundantly taught these men the du- 
ty of supporting a lawful civil government by the military force. That 
was all they ever attempted to do, and there appears no sufficient 
reason why their teachers shot Id complain of their putting their own 
precepts in practice, unless that reason be found in the fact that they 
had turned insurrectionists themselves. 



* " Tha cowardly leader fled," says the Rev. Dr. Tucker, Disc. p. 6.— And so, 
to fight for liberty is treason ! infidelity ! Iawle5.snes.s-^and to flee from murdes 
' and oppression is " co.wardice !" i 
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A MARVEL. 

One instance of lenity and magnanimity on the part of the Charter 
commander, King, as an offset to the preceding, it will be ex«pected 
that we should here record, in its place. So much celebrated has it 
been by them, that we may fairly consider it quite remarkable. It 
is this. After the suff*rage forces were all dispersed, except 24 men, 
and while their opponents were 600 strong, Mr. King, whose life 
they had repeatedly spared the same day, forebore to massacre the 24 
men to get possession f two guns that he knew would be peacefully 
delivered up, according to stipulation, whenever his forces should be 
withdrawn and disbanded ; and which was accordingly done. 

SUCCESSFUL INSURRECITION. 

The attempt of the Constitutional governor, Dorr, in May, to fake 
possession of the Arsenal and other State property at Providence^ 
which a due regard for " law and order,' would have peacefully deliv* 
€red up to him, was perversely and Wickedly tortured into an attempt 
to take p<jssession of the city, and pillage and divide the property of 
the citizens \ On his return to the State, toward the close of June, 
he summoned the Legislature to meet at Chepfichet, a village in tha 
interior, on the 4th of July, the day to which they had adjourned. No 
pretense of any danger to the citizens of Providence could be madcp 
now, and accordiiigly it was supposed by many, that th6 rally of a 
few, (in response to the call of Gov. Dorr, by Proclamation,) would 
suffice for the protection of the Legislature. It was not believed that 
4,000 men in the State would causelessly rally against the lawful gov- 
erpment, at a time when the panic about the pillage" of Providence 
had subsided, and every body knew there had never been a particle of 
foundation for it. Here again, the simplicity of popular honesty and 
innocence failed to anticipate the depth and the inveteracy of aristo- 
critic hatred against the Sovereignty of the People, and the determin- 
ation, at whatever sacrifice, to perpetuate the minority misrule. The 
event showed their mistake. The war spirit, among the CharteristSj, 
by all accounts, so far from having disappeared was roused to a per- 
fect phrenzy,t the prospect of a legislative session of the lawful 
government at Chepachet. So far had they been seduced, step by 
step, from the path of rectitude, that they now seemed given up, of 
Ood, to fill tip the measure of their iniquities, and show what was in 
their hearts. And the opportunity was offorded them. The disper- 
sion of the Constitutional authorities by the orgaruzed mob of 4.000p 
will stand forever on the page of history, in illustration of their infuri- 
ate lawlessness. 

'AN INCIDENT. 

It is related that Gov, Dorr reluctantly consented to a second flight, 
after an interview with his aged father, who had visited his fort, to as- 



* " A?^ seemed to look forward to a brush; [i. e. a baltk,] with pleasure P'- 
ur men were aching for the attack." [Provfilencc Journal, July 1.] 
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fiuro him that his enemies would overpower him-^that his life ifrould 
fali a certain sacrifice, in their hands, and that no benefit to hi^ causQ 
could accrue, — using all his powers of parental entreaty and authoM- 
ty-j to urge his flight. It is stated too, that, for this creditable exhibi- 
tion of nnianly feeling, on his part, the venenihle gentleman was harsh- 
ly reproached by the Charterists, many of vvhom loudly and openly de- 
clared that he ought to be hanged ! yes, hanged, for thus seeking to 
preserve the life of his dutiful and affectionate isbn I This was the 
spirit in which the minority triumph in Rhode Island was achieved* 
Is it to the discredit of the majority, that they did not equal it ? And 
have they, therefore, forfeited their rights ? Abandoned their Consti- 
tution 1 Or nullified or erased their December vote of 13,944 in its fa- 
vor? Or renounced their allegiance to Gov. Dorr? Or recognized 
the usurper who has driven him, like an Alfred, a Bruce, or a Waliacep 
into exile ? So stupidity may dream ! Thus Henry Glay may de- 
claim ! So, the presiding genius of the Charterist presses in Ehod© 
Island may scribble ! Thus, wicked simpletons 'may sernionisse ! > • Biit 
TRt^TM reigns— and God lives —and his throne stands^and his la# 
unrepealed-r-and « law and order" will one day,' prevail, and be under- 
stood, and honored. Sycophancy and sophistry will hide their headss, 
;theiii' ■ ■ 

OTISER causes of failure-— the FJSDE&iil, POWSIR. ■ 

We do Bot claim for the Constitutionalists that their military 'itsof- 
iciency . was tw/io^Z^. owing to their huiiiainity and love of peace. ^ ^Oth- 
er considerations had their share. To a great extent they werO over- 
awod with the attitude of the general , government. A support of the 
S^tate government would bring them into collision with the National. 
A civil war in Ehode Island, they had reason to think, would involve 
8:11 the free States, perhaps the whole coui^try. Here was Something 
to ponder. HowOver lightly and flippantly the aristocracy coulct speak 
of such an eventy however coolly they might contemplate it, and how- 
ever rashly one half the Charterists, in the State might jump into such 
a fearful conflict, without a moment's considerationj bayonet iii hand, 
the majority of the people, the Constitutionalists, were not the men- |;o 
hazard the, national tranquility without reflection^. Considerations of 
. |)rudence a^s well as of philanthropy had weight w . 

It turns ou tj now^ to be sure, that the promise of Executive aid was 
pibre in the prospect than in the performance. The meetings of 
.«f sympathisers'' in New ITork and elsewhere, with the dreaded symp- 
toms of a discussion in Congressj.may have induced a little sober re- 
flection at the Palace. A rupture with the northern democracy might 
be as formidable to Mr. Tyler, as the precedent of popular supremacy 
and eF/jai?cip?ition in Rhode Island. From some cause the national 
troops sent to Rhode Island, it is said, were not permitted, by the Presa 
ident to be used.* He was not convinced that they were needed. It is 

* Some recent developments, it is thought by seme, furnish ^ new f«olution of 
Pres. Tvler's abandonment of the Charierists. iVv^e say abaildm7n(mt, for the 
9 
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understood^ too,- that the €harterists are exceedingly dissatisfied with 
their Presidential patron. The Slav© Power proves a less potent and 
trustworthy ally than they had supposed, £^nd the President loses^ for 
his pains, the votes of th^ Conservatists in Rhode Island. One of the 
aids of Gov. King is reported (in the Bepuhlican Herald of Aug. 24th,) 
as having declared publicly that " he wojuld put a ball through John 
Tyler-S head," ifhe should vidt Rhode Island, as expected ; (a sort of 
languages by the bye, as common as " household words" among the 
boasted defenders of " law and order" in. Rhode Island.) And so, 
President Tyler's "MarJisonian" discovers that " the Suffrage party 
were niore sinned against than sin riing."*^ThiJs short liyed are com- 
Hnationsof men to work wickedness ! 

• But these specific results were not foreseen by the Constitutional- 
Ists, The lettei^ of President Tyler to Samuel W. King exerted a 
griighty inSqence^ for the time being. They recognised him as the 
lawful Governor of Rhode island, and the Charter Assembly as the 
State Legislature I This gave respectability and conseqiience, in the 
public eye, to a knoft of insurgent^ that, otherwise, would have beea 
regarded with general abhorrenceo The Governors of Massachusetts 
and New York (unlike those of Connecticut and New Hampshire^ 
and the Legislature of Maine,) took sides with President Tyler, aiid 
complied with the requisition of the i?suyper. King, to deliver up Gov. 
Dorr and others, to be tried by the insurrectionists, for treason ! JTohn 
C. Bperiber, the Secretaiy ^f War, honored the troops of the Charter* 
ists with a public .Review thus unfurling, as it were, the national flag 
in the camp of the insurgeii ts. , Thus bolstered, the monied and l^^^ded 
aristocracy-i unlike the less wealthy majority, found means to raise the 
sinews of war" — money— at least thiey could afford the risk of ad- 
taneing it, from their Own coffers, at a snug interest, ii>, the prospeclt 
<of making the jSteie pay the (expenses of their treasonable expedition. 



Provideiice Journal so considers it, an says that, henceforth, the Charfferiste 
will rely on therDselves, and not be "deceived by a false reliance on the gen^eral 
government."] We have already mentioned, in a note, the withdrawal of John 
"V^hip^'Le; Esq. from thle cpuncils of the Charterists. In his card of withdrawal, 
lie ihtim^tes tnat he was pressed ihto the Service by men who h^ve treacherously 
. abandoned him. The exa<it meaning of this complaint we do not pretend to iia- 
derstand. But rumor, perhaps we should say conjecture, furjiishea a solution, to 
this effect. Mr. Whipple, if is thought, consented to help the Charterists out of 
their difficulties, and gain the aid of Pres. Tyler, on condition that the " 4l- 
gerine law" should be suspended, arrests cease, and measures immediately be . 
taken by the Charterists,; to give the suffrage men a fair chance with their fel- 
low citizens in a netv Convention for framing a free suffrage Constitution, 
Pres. Tyl^r, it is supposed, pledged his aid on the same implied condition, and 
on the pledge of Mr. Whipple that it should be complied with. But iinding thai; 
the pledge was not likely to be redeemed, Mr. Tyler first, anc^ Mr. Whipple Af- 
terwards, gave them up to iheir folly and their destiny; Whether these are the 
facts, we can net say. 'Bxii prudent men, and having in view the object we 
have attributed to them, (viz. the prevention of a precedent in iElhode Island for 
southern imitation,) this was the best course they could take. But the madness 
■of t>ie Rhode Island Charterists seems likely to defeat them. The Rhode Island 
Coi^titiition wiU pjobably be sustained. 
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against it-^of taxing the disfranchized ?w«;on7t/ to foot the hill for Ch@ 
implements of their own butchery ! No « plunder" nor incendiarisna 
could be charged on the " respectaible" allies of President Tyler, for 
. that f For who but " fanatics" would suspect our slav^holding Presi« 
dent of patronizing piracy ? Who but they would deem it pillage to 
enslave asid butcher the people by the aid of their own money ? And 
could not the example of European Governments, with their Lord® 
Bishops, be pleaded as precedent ? 

DiviBEi) councils; 

No wonder that whilfe thesfe scenes were enacting, large masses of th^^ 
Constitutionalists should becbtne disheartened, bvorawed, or at lea^ 
led to the conclusion that still further forbearance, on their part, v/as 
better than a bloody conflict linder such dis^advaht^igcs. At an early 
period, before the rally at Proyidenee, the 18th of May, a number df 
the State Officers, under the Constitution, resignecl. Several ^Qthei'a 
fpllowed, spoh after. They stated, in a printed cardj over theft pw0^^ 
names, that they did not relinquish their principles nor their mrns. 
They still adhered to the Constitution, and affirmed its validi|;y. ifejr 
protested against the course of President iTyler. Yet, rather' th^K 
plunge the country into a civil war, they Would, for the present, and m 
hopes of the returning reign of reaaoii,, waive the ^?xe^^^ their 
rights and retire from office. 

The Govej'rior, the Secretary of State, and sbme others, thought 
proper to retain their stations,, at all hazards. An interdict of trea- 
son, to be sure, was hanging over them, as/over their fellows? for the 
simple act of holding office under ihe Constitution of the people, aiid 
by vote of an acknowledged majority, or at least pli^ralUy of themy 
Some of them had been artested and thrust ihto prison. The Secre- 
tary of ^tate, Willi&m H. Smith, had been seized, but was at large, on 
bail, awaiting his irial, if the insurgents retained power. A few only, 
at such a Crisis, were determined on a war of self-defense. Gov. I)6rr 
was reminded by them bf his oath to support the Constitution, att^ 
yielded to their counsels. But the Suffi-age newspaper-^the Expi-esp 
-^(unlike the presses of the Charterists,) was for peace. Thus the 
ranks of iiberty were divided, while despotism presented an unbrokein 
phalanx. ' ■ , " \ ' " ^ ' " '' ' ' ■ ^ ' ' ' 

, ; ■ D,ESl5RTI0WS--jrIMPRESSMENTS, • , , 

We would not affirm that the honorable motives wi& have a^gribeif 
to the more peaceful among the Constitutionalists^ should be conceded 
to all of their number. As in all similar cases, the' cause of the peo» 
pie, while it appeared to be a rising cause, attracted sycophants who, in 
the hour of peril, . deserted to the enemy, a nd became the most ferociotss 
among the persecutors of their old associates, it is instruGtive to no- 
tice the encomiums bestowed by the aristocratic writefs on all such. 
Tfeeare the men after their own hearts, and all their affected lov® 
of liberty is forgiven, on the very easy condition of activjc hostility 
against it. 
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. TliQi-e was still auQthi^r class, to &'ay n<)thing of the numWs wIjckj® 
(^la^ssliGatipn might be difficult. .Suffrage men were teibly impress 
^ed,.it is said, into the Charter r^ifiks. Military law was proclai'nfiedjf 
on thfe opening of the* €hepachefc expedition. Rather than be shofc 
dowijfiprinrtpriwn^di! or tried for ^jrirnti, by a jury, wot of their p^ersf, 
b#^bf ^the tod!ho!dersi^ilQt a few woul(^ probably eiiiter the Ghai'ter 
r$tnkf ; <?Fj at Jfea$t, lay down their Constitutional arms, and afterwards 
justify iheir course to their friends by the best argiinients at handv 

^ ' .DISADVANTAGES— S'JTRATAGiiJMS. ■ 

. -The e^rte^^ cptild cpniraand the .Well-drilled yoluntee^ com|)a- 
ni(^s^of^,ttie cities, who h£ic|A)beeii; offic^re^ themselves/ ..The cpUi^* 
try^^mililm, fiom ';jthg saripS ^^^^ chiefly under tlieir con- 

trol..^ j^h^arms,^ the. .arsen^ls/Were,. wrongfblly in their. hands, J^he 
Copstitui came together for ^(^if defense, came spontane- 

pusiyi prom)scuously^ unproiisioned and itop- 

Beylessl This proved them a rabble and made them oi^tla^ the 
aristQCracy rec(%nise n^ but the flaw pf fb!;(be an(i 

the order of patrician suprem{?,cy. The. operatives iii the ;factqi;|es--^ 
these coiiki not to any extent, quit then* work and losetthejr ^wages and 
their, places, to enter the armj/ of the CoristitutiPnalistSo Loss of 
^i^racter wltli their e'm^ be almost as ifprtnidable , to 

fern, with their fainilies, m the loss of life« But ! their employers 
coi^ld paradp thernselves on . the side of oppression without |o^s and 
withput; si bi^^^^^^^ ^ 'The leading clergy stood ready to desecrate thp 
temple's of Jfehov^^ their patriotic daring-— and if the^ 

dragged thei): unwiy^ into their trains no cry of " pillage 

at^d piui3deji'''rW0uid ann^ To plunder the poor of their rights 

was ppt acc^ What like e(juality could there be in suck 

a,, struggle of the many agai nst i-the fe w ? 

^^4,d^ to all this, the deceplive rumors, -ever an^l a^^^^ sqt afloat, by 
fhe feigning, at convenient seasons, that the aristocracy had relent- 
ed— that they were about to do justice— to recognize the people's 
right'Srrthat negotiations for that object had been set on foot— or 
ihat thiey. had been completed. It was a false rumor pf this kind that 
contributed to scatter the forces of Gov. Dorr at Frpvidence, th© 18th 
of May, and to send bsick many others to their homes, who were on 
the march to join them. Whenever the Pharaohs of Rhode Island, ei- 
ther in pretense, or conscience-smiiten, or pfixiic-stricken, announced 
fheir< design to do justice, the confiding peofile gave them credit for 
honesfyi fled tp their tents, and could scarcdy believe that the heartfil 
of their opponents were again hardened* 

The' reader probably understands, by this tirne, the secret of the 
minority triumph j by force of arms, in Rhode Island. And tliS^tory 
isj in many ways, instructive. It shows how the great mass of th^ 
human family, the world over, are managed and kept Cinder, ti 
shows how little pihysical force can do for I' berty, and how little de- 
pendence republicans should place on military defense^ Qgainsti ty- 
ranny. 
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. • , ■ • «'XAW AND 0KS)ER'' OF TietE -(OHAKTERIST&a 

It ** for law diid order" that the aristocracy coHteiidetli B» 
i\%f sUid. It was not agairtst liberty— "iM against free sufFrageU-^tliat 
they took up arnfts* Oh lio! It was only in support of ** istvir Ijtid 
order." . ' • ' 

^rue it was-i^the MweZ of and order coiitaiijed in our Njiticma! 
2>eicla ration of self-evident truths, in our Coristitutiosis, Bil?^ df 
Rights; and Cdtomentariea of Sfatesmenj Jurists as'id Theoldgiana, didt 
not seem much to their tkste. They had discerned notbiisg but 
symptoms of " pillagte^ in all attempts 16 sujjport ikese, 

Bttt let th^m not too hastily jivdged. Tastes diier. Thej^ 
niu6t have had sbnfife i)edu ideal of ^* law arid order" snr tteir 
d#ri minds. It may he presumed to differ sbsnewhat fron'i the ^ la^ 
^lad orddr" promulgated by " the f^g end of society"— -by "thei 6j5« 
^Gourmg df all things" A-iK A t-ouisfbKY ! For what coisld that b<&1^ut 
^* a farce"? W^t could its support be but trsason^^ 

The aristocracy haVC triumphed. Disorganization arid ansirchjf 
Ijave been piit down . So they tell us. ^* The BelivferAnce of Eh6d(6 
Island" has been celebrated with Thanksgivings. This anthems haVd 
be^il simg— the organs played— the " Discourses * preached and 
printed. Aye! Ao<f the garlands of raises, from the lily fingers of 
accomplished beauty, have beert showered from the windows of ele- 
gant and carpeted saloons, upon tho heads of the vjaliant victoris, as 
, they ■ iii'arched ■ along the.", paved ^street^. Ml is sio# it shotald biB'i 
«<:Iiaw- and . order" are' enthroned. 'They reign in ' Ehode' Islands 
And patulatioa among the aristocracy of the country, Borthemand 
tothern, political feti(^ ecclesiastical, are e^^^ 

W6 will look in, thcti, at the picture, and see how it app«iars» 
'What is the law, and what is the order, that displaces the obnoxidis^ 
CJonstitiition of Ithode Islatid ? 

Ill the first place, you have the " Algerine law"— cotBnionly m 
called-^the law already alluded to— the law forbidding the majoriij 
of the peoplej oh pains and penalties, to assemble, in obediencis to 
God's commands, to «' make judges and officers in alltheir gatesi to 
i^ule the people with just judgment"-— the law making it ^^a Mgh 
drimS ana misdemeanor^^ for any man to permit his hame to be used 
ES a candidate for office, and <* TREASON" to accept ati office whetH 
elected by the tnajprity of the people, under their own Constitution ! 

But this was not deemed sufficient without the proclamation of 
martial law, which Judge Blackstone defines to he, no law, hut th& 
suppression of all laws ! Martial law was accordingly proclaimed. 
And so the suppression of all laws is the " law and order" of tlie 
Charterists of Island ! This agrees perfectly with the tone.of the 
Providence Journal, and of Henry Clay's Speech, as quoted ai^^ady. 
"Martial law is rigidly enforced," says the Providence Journal* of 
July 1. That is, according to Blacksto!ie,i^e SMppre^siow of sM lais 
ii rigidly enforced ! 

And yet, ;53trang9.to tell \ .Ope of the very gravest charges urgecf 
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^without proof) against Gov. Dorr, by President Wayland, is that W 
intended **to take military; possession of the city — to sobject this 
whole people to martial law"-r-ancl the question, he says, was, whether 
we shall be governed by Constitutional la^y, or trampled under foot by 
alawlesfS aoldiery.^' 

The reader will aow judge whicli party it was that proposed the 
peacefa! r«ign of ConstUuiiomlhxy^'' and which it was that actually 

suppressed" all law, and trampled upii th^ 
fioldierv.^^ • , ' , ■ - ' . > 

Let facts speak— "Martial law is ri|i% enforced" at WarreH^. 
«Marilial law is strictly enft»rced" ai Woorispcket, [Providence 
Journa); July « We have arrested (at Woonjfocket) 
soneis.*'— " Aaron White has escaped into Massachusetts. ' His father 
was seized this morning."-—*' On our way we pressed int6 our serim^, 
every wagon and mrriage that we overiook and met, which was done in 
€onfmiUp with Om^ERS from HEAD QUARTERS," [" Order," 
with a wisness !] " The friends otqrderi] 11) greeted us, every where 
with joyful countenances and spread good things before us,"— We 
think it proper to make ai demonstration through the country, and 
may r.nt be back, in some days." [^Itetter in Providence ^Tournal; 
July liit] v.... V ,,/,^ ■ ^ . ' \" , / 

Eer'j we have a specimen of their doings, from their own pens Jisid 
presses', it seems to have been regarded no «f pillage and plunder" to 
seize the wagons and horses of unoffending travelers, whoever they 
might be, suffiage men or not, Rh.ode Isiandeib or strangers, (for this 
was near the borders of Massachusetts.) ."The friends of law md 
order^ greeted" the marauders " with joyful -eoun»tena?iees" for all this I 
They siezed wham they thought «^ proper" and without ^civil warrant, 
for all civil law was «< sup|)ressed" now. Aaron White was obliged 
to flee from the State. And who is Aaron White ?. One of the 
most profound lawyers in Rhode Islandcr-the man whose Gonstitutiona! 
argument presented to the State Anti.Slavery CoHvention of 1836 has 
been admired by the first lawyers in the country. . Aaron White, it is 
.to be presumed, could not have failed to see and exhibit the validity of 
the Jlhode Island Constitution. Nothing but an arrest under martial 
law could meet the arguments of such a man. And nothing but flight 
frpin the State could preserve his freedom. His aged father, it seemsj 
fell into the hands of military "law and order." " Fifteen have been 
committed , to pur jail" June 29th~-says the Journal's Warren -corre- 
spondent. - 
. A citizen of Providence, under date of July 1st, writes an account 
«f parsing events to the editor of a New Hampshire paper, the Con- 
cord Herald of Freedom, from which we make a fetv extracts. 

"Ever since the memorable 18th of May, the aristocrats of the 
State, and their servile minions, have been busy in preparation, to ef- 
fectually crush Gov. Dorr, and destroy the Government, of which h^ 
i«! the lawful and Constitutional head." 

On the 26th ult, there was no Sabbath in Rhode Island. All was 
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anarchy and conifusioiie Many of the shops and stores were open » 
ai)d one pioust active professor of religion was engaged in public 
trade ! Whe^ro are the rules and discipline of the church ? Set asid« 
hy 'Martial l-awf" -- 

<* A deacoiti of one of the Baptist churches said, in my heaping, when 
speaking of marching to Gov. Dorr's encampment, ♦* we must gc de- 
termined to make a cZeaw 5Z()eep 

»*,But farther— /reeiZom of speech has been stifled. A free afn4 pQb'. 
lie expression of opinion upon the great question of impartial libejftyp 
is a crime, to be punished by Court Martial judges. Take an in- 
stance. Our mutual fi'iend Abel Tanner, in the hearing of a purse- 
proud aristocrat, remarked that the Charter Grovernment was a palpa- 
ble despotism,-«*an usurpation— a tyranny.— * Stop,* says Mr. Aris- 
tocrat, « if you indulge in expressions like those, derogatory to Gov- 
ernment, I shall send for a file of soldiers and- have you arrested,' 
Many individuals Eire now confined, within yonder prison walls^ 
agaiinst whom no other accusation can be preferred than^ that at $o?»ff 
time they have advocd.ted the cause of the* oppressed. A minister of 
the <jrospei delivered/ d short time since, a discourse emfbodying his 
views upon the suffrage iijuestion. His words were bulletined^ and 
yesterday he was vmarched through our streets a pinioned captive.'* 
Btt't :Bs;. Wayland,'Dr. Cyrus'- ■Masojstv Br. ^ Mask- ' Tugkes, and 
pAKSOi^ ViNTO^T can advociite freely and blasphemously, tyranny and 
savage oppression — -against such there is no law. Around and met 
this captive ifnilnister, brother ministers and private Christians^^ stood 
-as guards.- ' ^ ■ ■■ ^ .'-'^'y:/ 

) "The €onstilutioml)Y\g\\in of our peacefible, unoffending a^isiewd have 
been repeatedly, w^XkA mtrageously violated. Their houses have been 
entered and searched-for arms, and of their goods they have been de*- 
spoiled.'^' - 

V " On Monday, the 27th ult., Ihe forces of the Charter party, about 
3,000 strong, were rharched, some in direction of Gov. Borr^a eiri^ 
csjmpm0nt, others to Pa wtucfet and to Woonsocket, others to their 
posts, and the remainder, constituting a majority of the city forces^ to 
th^lr hdmesi On the evening of the same day a Proclamatioa wasia* 
sued by Gov. Dorr, disbanding his troops, and requesting the atfthori* 
ties of the State to pertnit them to retire peaceably to their homes. 
Gov. Borr immediately withdrew^ of which movement the landboM* 
ers had abundant and conclusive proof. But they nevertheless^- con- 
tinued their march^ capturing all whp happened to faU in their way— - 
sending out scouts, until they approached Gov, Borr's camp. ThB 



♦ Whether this is the case of Rev. Mr. "Wakefieldv Methodist mihister and as- 
sistant Post Master in Cumberland; or whether it is, another, we can not aay,-^ 
The Republican. Herald, of Aug. 37, contains the particulars of Mr;. Wakefiel^l^s 
arrest by armed men— the rifling of his wife's bureau drawers, her band-boxe?, 
and lodging apartments— Mr. W.'s imprisonment at Providence, with iS otherJS,. 
in a cell 8 feet by 13, etc. ' etc ! Pit cause of " thanksgivings" by Eevi/ Bre, 
Tucker and Wayiarid— with sound of organs 1'^ ' ^ ; ^ 
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pcouling party being some distance in advance of the main body-^ 
knowing to their perfect satisfaction that Gov. Dorr had quit, valiant, 
ly stormed the fort, triumphantly entered it, captured sofne half dozen 
pieces of rusty ordnance, a baggage and provision wagon, a score or 
two of < murderous* pikes, a few muskets, some barrels of powder and 
provisions, and a free sutFrage banner. Call you not this a glorious 
■victory? Guards were immediately stationed, scouting parties seut 
out, houses 5earc/i^<?, a;nd every person, who even squinted towards the 
eujfFrage cause was arrested. At Woonsocket several persons^^ have 
b^en captured amd triumphantly mstrched into the city* At Pawttiek*. 
et blood has been shed— rMassachusetts blood too. A guard >vas on 
th© evening of the 27th ult, stationed at the bridge, the dividing* lipe 
bQtween the States, when a gang of boys attempted to pass, but being 
stopped, began to stone the sentinels. A croy^d of spectators waa 
sdon collected, some of whom participated in the; affray. The senli- 
m]§ instead of firing upon those causing the disturbance,; fired iiito 
l;he . crowd of unoffending spectators j owe and wounding 

jseveral others. Thus a wife has been widpwed'-^eight children oi> 
phanedv and an immortal soul precipitated into eternity. ;Bq far ,m- 
m& canhnm hut two lives have been; lb$t. But who shall estimtttiB th©^ 
CiDsuntless value of those to f : 
; About tti?o hundred prisoners havebeefti taken, and are dUl'jijg ihis^ 
sultry, weather «?onfined in cells not more ih^ik ien feetsqmrer-- 
WjiLVE individuals in !a cell. At the time announced for their epw 
trance intp the city, our streets and; public buildin^fs were fjHed witIf 
crowds of men and women. As they marched through the square piife. 
aoned and guai^ded by ihe hrme heroes of a. Uoodless «w/p«^^^^ battle 
-—shouts . were raised^kerchiefs waved— wrfeaths and bouquets of 
lowers were : showered upon the sol dieris. Smiles of demon triumph 
played upon the countenances of pious Christians, and mild, tender 
heartejd women.* We had supposed that if humanity had a dwelling 
place up<m eatth, it was in v/omaQ's heart. How misjtak'eil ! Her© 
51^ere fathers, husbands, sons atid brothers, ruthlessly torn from the 
arms and society of affectionate mothers, wives, sisters and phi)dren. 
But in the, hearts of the females of Providence they shared not a syna- 
|)^thising emotion. Not a tear had they shed for the poor and pp-^ 
pressed" ? When informed that some of these prisoners would probably 
j^e shotj. the taunting smile and cruel jest plainly told of a hardeaei 
Jieart anci a seared conscience." 

The following account is copied from the Bay State Democrat, of 
lAugust;24th. 

I* JusTiCE^ IP? ^KODE IsLAND. « No man shall de required to give 
md^npe against himself ^-^so asiys the common law, so says the De- 
claration of Rights, and so says the Constitution of the United States. 
Now for the practice in Rhode Island. During the last month, some 

* Weliave the same facts essentially, in the Charterist papers, set off with 
great airs of grablation and triumph ! Sad proofs of hupan depravity J 
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huvid'red^ of our fellQW citizens have been seized ^vitbout warrant, pipe- 
cept or process, or any charge of crime or olBr<?nse, bound and ca^t in^tQ 
foul and crowded dungeons, without any hop© pf reslea^e until they 
haye given an account of themgeives, or, in other words, until they 
have made ^me confessions that shall criminate' themselves or their 
fri^jnds, Bisguise it as they may, th^se exaruinatioris before the 
' Lords Conitbisiiiptters,' (a tiibiinal ifirst invented for the puUishment 
of the popr Covenanters, upder Charles IL^ libw for a ^inie intro^uceS 
into this eouji^try,) are neither nor less than confessions extorted 
by torture, aW as sUeh can iiever b6 entitled tP a moment'^ 
atipn, in any comri^dn law courts in this way, the iinhappy victims 
#e made to priminate nPt pnly th^rti^elves but others, not pi^eisent. 
We di^test the whole cotiifse of proceeding before the ^ high cbrrirhis- 
sioners,' a3 ip^ and inhunian^ W attach lid 

cpnfidence whatever to cpnfessiohs ihus extorted. ' We }cno\V pf oiie 
in^tanci^, at feast, wherein aii iudividual against wh6rn eyidpi^cV|^ 
endeavored to be fpund in this w^y^ ^hd, in pity td the sij^ 
prisoners, sent them his full jyfermismon to tell all the truths whicfii they 
Knew, and all the lies yhich tjiey $;bul4 invent about him, wMch bii|ht 
a&rd/tliem\any;j^li0t^"'' ; /'-y''^' ■ \. -^^ ■ ■J:/'^'''- 

The following paragraphs are fiQm & seifni7?ppntiily p^pi3r,, .e|)fi|l6^ 
« John the Bapfist,*V^Sted^ Jphp Tillinghsisl, Bi*pv- 

■ idence,,Wy-Bl;h.^; ' . -- ■ 

V«».SEbcKiNa.'-^When th'e prisoners: were'^'';brG%ht ' ihtb -Frovi m64 
last weeici we saw sight that vi^a& shocking to ourf^^^^^ 
up onir mind thpi^ than^ajny thing we had \i^4''QT^'s€enP ■ '■^ 
among the iprisoi;iers a number of prpfessed Onristiails^ttiany; Pf thbm 
- our familiar acquaihtances and friendis^a ' jiumber of Old Baptists, 
Freevi?'i|t Baptists and Methpdists, tied ibgbf hPr wi th rppeg and driy^n 
alpng the street by a band pf soldiiers, and vl^d saw ambng the soldiers 
iiiaBy of otjr Old Baptist fc*ethren ? We Jfelt horror-^trickeh ^heti 
we: saw Old Ba'pfcist brethren with guns and swords, driving Old Bap- 
tist b^rethren to; ^I'isbn, With their hands tied wi^^ ropes ;; and thej' 
werb brethi-etti ibP, whom we could hardly be made to believe had^ lkki 
en up arms on either side. On inaking inquiry into the case, we found 
thai these bMhren wei'e at meeting last Sabbath, ai^d soon after the 
meeting commenced, before the minister had closed his prayer, a nuiii- 
ber of armed men marphed up before the raeeting-hbuse, and 'some 
bhe cried out, * pre^s gang.' This was enough/ The meeting was . 
frightened into confu^iPn~-a number of the bi'ethi^en jumped out of the 
windov^s--^a pertioh made their esP some one way and somP andthl 
en Thei'e Was a general cry^ the wdmeh, and in a confused 

state, the mpetihg was broken up. The brethren ran to the woofe 
While they were dispersiiig, soii'ie one cried out, « Fire !^ which in- 
creased the alarm. Some fled to Massachusetts, some hid in th© 
Wdpqs, spnie in -bams, and some fled to Dorr's camp. i T^^ in their 

night the^r w^re scattered. Some were taken priso&i^' /o^^^^^^ 

10 .■■.-■'■■.....z^.- 
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Omi examination it was found that they h^d not taken up arms on ei- 
ther side^ and they were released the next ^ftei jibdh. * * 

" * / was sick and in prison, and y6 visited me not J 

"This was fee ]a;siguag^ of par Savior in tfe description of . Ihe 
^na! Judgment, and he made the act^ of kindness shoivn to Ms bretl]|« 
yen a test of character to tell whether they w^^ lie^yon 
or everlasting, punishment. , , ^.1.,;, /:.:..■[. ,,' ' „ 

^* Last Sabbath mprning We yisited thq, Sfate's^^ p^ , Our; object 
'Was to spe the;, prisoners and preach to them, if wje could gain . periiiis^ 
sion. Tiie thought never entered our niind that, w^^^^^^ 
privilege of visiting theni, till Sunday, piorq on gping to ,th,e 

pnson we found the gate gyarde^^ We r^ 

pern^isj^ion to entkrand see ifo prisoner!?, but % 
contrary to the^r regulations. Theinjw^ a^ecj If he though^ 
be objected to by the keeper to let us preach 
«aid sufeh'^^tbing.'WaS'^npt:anpwed. / ^ v:.:h ^vA'„'- 

« iufned away ai^. walked iip^oe;, ttjnlijiiig^ f jpaln w§ pfey 
our Savior f But inasmuch as we had shf^Wn a;, \y;|ljxng!^|ess^ to 
his will, there was no mdre required. We feel . to ^ 
upon the authorities, but state the fact to show that oiir garments are 
.ifi'ee fh)n?'^^gdi|t,il(:ihi^>thiii^'^ -^f 'v';:,'--^^-:;;-^ v-'-ryy.] :^::.. 

Things went on swiiiiniinglT 't Gharterists h6\^. Any 
tipstart youngster, who could shoulder a mujsket and vociferate ** law 
and ori?er/* "iould sally out, at pleasure, and^ a^cco^ting,, perhaps, qne 
of the most venerable and peaceful men in the town or the oily, coiild 
peremptorily order, birn td shoulder bis musk^ and join the" , ranks of 
the Ghar te{"ists. He might be opppseS to that .party . No isnat tei;,,^^ 
was probably the very reason why he wras accpsted. He might hp 
cpnscienciousjy opposed to all yiolence* ^jiat^ 
If he demurred, that was proof enough .of his, 1^^^ 
shoulder his musket, or, as a merciful alternajiiy:?i fee Mgi^ take hisi 
shovel and go and work on .the military en trepc^ 
ed doing either, he rnqst go to jail, or bejfpre the, city ;coun^^ 
ket, shovel, jail, oi" city council were the. only altefnat|v^ se- 
lection.^ , . ^\^'[\ ::'zi''V.>{l^]^'^<^ 

is no fancy sketch*— no solitary instance-^Mb iUnuisu^ occurs 

Now was the harvest timeof'f revenge," as wefl as Old 
grudges, from whatever origin, of years' standing, were raked up, and 
Sad their summary gratification, now.-r-*^ Order reigns in Warsaw," 
©aid the Russian Autocrat. Order reigns in Rhode Island,'f said the 
€harterists. It was like the order of the slave piantation* "£.ny 
Charter jst might say or do what he pleased to a Constitutionalist, and 
there ^as no redress— " no law but the suppression of all laws," 

' ..Ill ■ ■11 I ■ <■ I. II • ..11 r > „ ,. l n i II ■ I 'l i ' i ■ I.I... ' <„ ii r ., r ^..i.. 

The Republican Herald of Aug. 24th, speaks of it as among the "^admitted 
facts" that "wsmen have been denied an admittaiice to see their husbands and 
sons ia prIsOB.'* ' ' 
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Lone women were required to reveal th^ retreat of their husbands 
anfl bi'otK«rs. ! If they demurred or plead ignorance, they were insult. 
ed, :,threatened, , and sometimes^! it is said, wounded, with weapons. 

Fartiesj of ** lawless soldiel;)^"" at iGhepachet and elsewhere, select^ 
ed what houses they} pleased, foCtheir lodging, without leave and with- 
out flerWony-rrfhpl'ped themselves or ordered the inmates to wait on 
themr-devoiiired what they, }tke4^knocked about and destroyed the 
fMrniture'r-occupiedi the beds, and; left the families to stand up, or 
flbd; accommodations as: they could. ThuS). at least, testifies common 
report, and if such testimony may be relied on, other insults were 
spmetimes offered which we shall net how attempt to record. Those 
who have read human history and know whaf: is human nature, and 
human conduct,; whem there is; law but themfpfemoft of aUlaimi* 
those who marli thia profligate tone of the Providence Journal, will need 
no XOtvmally drawn or legally attested affidavits to certify them of thb 
particulars. If they can boastluUy write and print what we have cop* 
ied,; it needs no gifted seer .to tell us what were their unwritten doings* 
Jn times when decent, ^ sobers and professedly Christian men ca& 
,speak familiarly of shooting down a suffrage man, and say it vcuid 
foe right, we can infer how a band of hairvbraihed young solriier® 
^wpiild conduct, when removed from rsstraiht. . / ; 
: Many,i dp know. They -mmQ too public to be disputed, 

" These, by way of Specimen, , Individuals that had never taken arms, 
-wei;e ai'rested„dragged to prison, or some times before what was call- 
,;ed the city council, sometimes they would be. released, after exarain* 
ation, and scarcely could: they reach their homes, before they would 
be arrested again, and carried back—for they had no record of acquit- 
tal to show, and any other person that took the fancy-r-with or withou* 
a knowJedge of the former arrest, and without any warranty could ar« 
rest the same person, oyer and over again.. In some instances they 
were arrested a number of tinfies. 

I^et it be: carefully noted that it was after and amidst outrages and 
enormities like these-r-yes ! and in joyous commemoration, of them and 
to celebrate the bravery of these exploits, that the public Thasiksgivin|f 
of July 21st, by Proclamation of the Charter authorities, was held, and 
laudatory disconrses preached and published by Rev. Doctors Tucker 
sstpd Wayland, This, it seems^ is the " law and order" that they sup« 
posed is taught in Romans xiii. Ij and 1 Peter ii. 13. 

FREEMM' OF SPEECilj'AND ■ W TH^ 

One feature of the prevailing << law and order" was too prominent 
and notorious to be mistaken. As it was " the supip^ression of all 
laws;," so it was the suppression of jTrcet^om of speech^ and of th« 
press. Even as early as the ISth of May, when we passed through 
the Statey and spent a day in PrOvideniie, we saw enough to convinbv^ 
us lhati worthy and Christian citizens felt themselves safe, only by 
preserving silence. But this was before the complete triumph of 
«* law and order," now under review. To speak a, word against the 
Charter usurpation, was to be promptly charged with " treason I" * 
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The Exi»Ki3ss, the orgeii of the iObn'etitutionali^ its pxe- 

v&tig voice had been for peace, eveh to the last, wa's marked ai^ dn^ 
of the fi rst victims of ^ri^tocmtic triufnphi ; The watch-^oif d weist 
forth that it should stopWaud it did ^top. As to the tnode of the sup- 
pressibn^ there are two aceouttts, 0n6 accoiijst wa^^^^^^^^ as bj^ a 
Tespectable Itiwyer in Boston» who had just h^a^rd itf he ^a^idi from &m 
of the gentlemen coiinect^d with>th6 JSxpress. j&lfiee. Ifis statemei^ 
wasj that ^rm^'d men pres^^ at. the entrance to thfe 

[printing o&e, and deinanddd tha't tthe publication #hotiId cea%^^o^ 
they wSirldHhroW the ty piss int6 the ^stre^^^ version t|(&t 

the landholder^ the Chai-terist, /vi^hd mVhed the building, perem|)toMiy 
ordered the printiiig to cease, an^, with a similar threat; tinder fmrtidl 
law^,; wielded by ev^rjr Charfc^rist against every Con^titutionalisi 
'this j)roc6ss amounted, in essence, to the sariiie thingj^k^ before rented. 
This was e^irly in f oly. The paperf we believe, to »ol \^{>peare^ 

. -. ■■■ .'Thb'" Base ^Benjamin" GbwEm, E'sa.,- of ■ •Pro^idenco,' 'fciiishc^ 
another, striking illustration in point, Mri Gowdl is a lawyer bjr pS?d- 
'fessioni of highly respectable connec^ons*^^ 0^ 
late Hon, Jereniiah B. Bfowell, Sbiiatbr in Congress. Being of retire^ 
studious and literary habitsj and seidbm taking any active part ib p«^- 
Jitics;; he had had nothing to do with the suffrage mo 
/to the ffidoptibn of the CoastitufioK^ iii ^December l&4i. As aii intel- 
ligent and candid lodker oni hei cottid not but become boiivinced^^ the 
jfac^j that a majority of ^ t^^^ people had reguiariy formed and adopted 
^ State Constitution, As a Idw-abiding (jitissen, he felt in duty bound 
46 give ia his adhesion to iti Disposed to exercise, as usual, the 
ieleetive fralichise, he cast his Vote for State oliicers^ under the lawful 
. Goiiktitution; We infer that his Vote was given ;for )Gdv. 'P^^ 
there was no opposing candidate, and such a man as Mr. Gbwell 
could not but be sensible that a candidate equally quklified jind d 
serving supporty has seidom^ if ever, been offered to the Voterk of 
Rhode Island. The truly republican and Christian features of the 
Coristitiitioii appear, likewise, to liave made a favorable irnpression on 
^■his, mind. . '■'■'". ) 

Who (that has liiot faihoined the depths Of aristocratic iifjaligiiity) 
would have supposed that for no fault but this, the " wealth" of th© 
city would have been roused ageiinst Mr. eowell--that his « charac* 
ter*' Would have been assailed ~~his " motives aspersed'*^ — and that he 
would have found it necessary to write a pamphlet «f in selt-defense*— 
to yindicate his own ; reputation Yet such seem to have been the 
facts. And the task was ably performed. In » a Letter,'V addressed 
« to the Hon. Samuel W. King, late Governor of Rhode Island^" 
some time in May, Mr. Co well grappled with the great Constitutional 
question involved, with a masterly hand, and in ajruly dignified and 
\manly, tone.., ,•'.-.>••■■ . . " 

But did thi§ heal the breach, or appease aristocratic anger 1 Far 
otherwise. True, he had expressed his doubts of the ^^ eospe^ienp^ Qi 
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4!ie sufffage movements,'' but ho had succeslsfully vindicated their 
legality This was touching the sore in the tender spot. For the 
argument could not be answered. If it could have been, we should 
havO found some of the John Whipples, tho legal a^dvisers of the Char» 
teri9ts,'(or some of their chaplains, the Waylaisdsi the Tuckers and 
the ^intons,) coming to their rescue. 

But what was lacking in the argument niade up hj martial 
law ! Mr^ GowOll had proved the Constitution to be legally valid and 
binding* The resort of its opppneri suppression of all 

Iaws''rTth©uvrevenge f^^^^^ crime as tj?e vindicatipni pf Con- 

fijtitutiotial te^^^^ was ^p m?^ke an outlaw. The « law g^nd order" 
sp piousjy Celeb Thapksgtvings/fpund put h^ 

to dispose of Mi'. Covi^ell, He had never coiisented, so far as we 
knpWs to slan| ^s;^ a^^^^^^^^ pjftice, under the Cojqstitutioh— -he 

hai never accepifeil pffice under ifr-and so " the A'geriiie law" had 
no*; sufficient terrW him. 'He had nevc^ taken up arnqis, and 
fcoiild np^ pr any othet account, be arj-ested for treason, uhles^ 

0 taw was sup But when ^^fi consummatipn was reached, 

ilr. Cowell was made to understaiid his ppsition. The Lotter to igx. 
Oovernoif King was considered by some of his ppporierits to be trea- 
sohable, They said they ^oujd have him firre^ted, and so he ^ed 
ii'Om the Sfate to escajje from 

. , ^JlISCElfLANEQUS ITEMS, 

At Bristol, the house of a Charterist was entered, through mistake, 
by the " law and order" patrol, and in the, absence of the owner, wh(» 
>was supposed to have been a Constitutionalist, his lady was required 
to produce the keys of his bureau, which w^s done, and they rum- 
maged the conteuits at theii* leisure. On a discovery^ afterwards, of 
their mistake, in assaulting a "law and order map," they made. an 
^apology for their rudeness. u /, « 

€)id and highly respectable farmers, on the Island, could not market 
ftheir commodities in Newport, without encountering indignities and 
abuse, and danger of arrest. , They, therefore, changed their market 
town to New Bedford, Massachusetts. 

Two nieals a day, of coarse fare, were allowed the prisoners at Pro- 
vidence and Newport. At the latter place, the friends of the prison- 
ers were, in one instance, at least, denied, foy a time, the privilege of 
handingtheir friends an additional ^^ s^ 

Strangers, fi'om other States, were Often suspected, insulted and 
threafened— in some cases arrested, without cause. The case of Mr. 
Ilbskins, of N. Hampshire, imprisoned at Providence, has excited the 
public attention. —-We have just heard of another case, in which a 
citizen of Central New York, (as is stated,) was arrested at Newport, 
for ho crime but boarding With, a sutfrage man, which , brought him 
uiider suspicion. He was imprisoned— released — insulted again— and 
after many vexations, chiefly fi'pm this cause, (being a man of nerv- 
ous temperament,) escaped from his persecu|ors by suicjdev Our 
fprmant, a worthy and well known citizen of oar own neighborhood^ 
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a deacon of a Fresbyteii'iian church, just returned from a visit to E* 
Island^ was likewise threatened hirp*«elf, and was often cautioned 
against expressing his opinions, too freely. ; ; o ^ : 

A Baptist minister, nei^r Nevyportj having. ofTeipded .'<1aw and op> 
der," by ^preaching in favor peace» foiitid his house invaded >biy ^ix 
men with bayonets-- was arrested---marched to iheadrquartei's->-^re- 
leased-r-^arrested . by ; otl^rs again— marched lawacy-rr^and againi re- 
leased. Whether; asT^^ted a third tirtie, we arfe not cer^^^ V i v 

'y':. ' Y"'^'"'' - ' "LAW 'iliNI) ORDER^^CANONIZED. '"■ ' ; ^ 

T^ur^ now to the Thanksgiving Sermoii df the Ri^K^ 
livered July 21at, iv^. theiii&t of these sc6n<^s^ as?dln trtUmphiorit 
laudafcrj'; aiid grateful commenfiioration 6f tHib^ "^'.''^ a tf/nie wheiiltli^ 
marchiibg and cotintertnar^hing of his ort^^^^ soidicirs, on^^ t^ 

0abbath^ t\ieit lawless and riotous breaSlri^ tip^^ ^nij 
their ari'cst 6f the Worshipers on that ^ay* witliout even th^ .fQsrms of 
law, were regarded as matters of coarse f when cr^urches, (accorditt^ 
to sontife accounts,) a^^ ais the ilniversity,;^^^^ 
into ^d|Id|er^; barracks, observe: the language of the pl;feacber, 
nesf! hjs afF^^^ for th^ Babbathv (p^ 13^) ahd bis pterhpt tb dasjt 

odiun\ on th6 sdfijr^ge 'men, becMise jsomebody^ ln ho ^ w^ connejcled 
i;^itb then}, and in amdth^r State, had wife agai divine Mtlio- 

rity of the Sabbath ! And hear him . add, " iM Mess Godf tdMd^f 
that we are under WHOLESeME LAWS, that OUR ALTARS 
•toe'-'NOl^' BEEN-'POLLUTED";!/- ; '^-"^ ' ' ' ■; ■ 

We must not fail to contrast the ^* law ai?d order" reigning in R» 
Island, and celebratsd by Drs' Tucker and Waylaiid, 'with that guar- 
antied. to all American citizsens by the Gohstitution df the IJ« States^ 
the pararhoiint law of the land , securing; ^is it does, th6 ^Ught of 
the people to keep and have arms'^^^* right of the people to be 

secure in their persons^ houses, papers ahi eff(^cts, agai^^ 
wrireasoliable searches aad :s^i2ures;" Gortipai'e these Constitu- 
tional guarantiees with the lawless riot^ of the Ghtirieri^s of Rhode 
Island-^then-hear them proelaim a Thanksgiving, and see themes- 
semble, with their high priest^ President Waylarid, at tiieir -he^^^ 
Hear him read homilies on the danger of aijarehyv and the blessings 
;«f government. And bear him say— - ' 

" The proclamation which has invited us to set ap?irt this day for 
,the purposes of grateful aeknowledgment, was but the utterance of 
that .feeling which pervaded every spirit. I give thanks uritb God, that 
it is so, "'" It 'is becoming a people loving: 3 J] SWCM^ and nating 
WEONGl' Ttis meet that, after RISING AS ONE MAN, [ndte, 
her^, the endorsenient of the Doctor to the UNITY of the move- 
ment !] to vindicate the claims of liberty and LA W ! [in what Trtdn- 
i^cr, the preceding statements of facts show !] to. defend bur country 

* The " searches and seizures" were commonly mad6, under pretense,, of 
* searching for arms, ^hich, «vhen fdaiid, as t'ri a few cases, (fowling pieces, etc.) 
Ihey were taken away, of coarse. 
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from amrdhyf and oiir hearths from violation, we should first, and 
above all, rento the pmise of our deliverance unto- Ood." 

V Nolliiiig is niore, notorious thaii that, during the peridd under con» 
eiderationV no public niceting for political objects could be held, how- 
ever peacefully, by any citizens, e?ccept Charterists, in llhode Island. 

lii ord^r to enjoy that privilege, d " cZam-ftaZfe," or pic-nid party, of 
ladies ai^d gentleipen, was held down the river^ near the Oyster and 
clam be|s,' djj^/fe W-^sdachuseUs ^iS ! The same *< Kepubhcan Her- 
ald'Vjjtf ;A!tig.^ 10^) that Governor Kirig-s sii^ 

pensipb (under date (?f Aug. 8,) for 23 days, of th^ martial laiw, pro: 
cMitiiM'ifune 251 to publish, lil^ewise, the r6^6luti6ns 

adopted at this gathering of Rhode Islanders in Massachusetts^ very 
prtidently suppressing ' the iiarhfes^^ Which, i fc may be ihfei're^l, fh0 par- 
ties WnceViied ^ prudent to give. Yet to resbibtions 
would do honpr to any citizens pf a free iiatibh. ; 

From the Republican Herald, evidently cautious arid pr«dewt,^*3 ifc 
is,^. we glean many curious particiilars. One way in which ** Law 
and Order" contrived to find a pj.^etext for its despotism, find its bar- 
barity, was to keep up mock excitements about pretended attempts to 
firp the ci|y, too ridiculous to impose up sane minds. Nero, it is 
$^^ai(3, cdiija no consummate his bloody designs against the Christians^ 
Mife h^^^ belie Vfe that they had attempted fp bum 

.flCKOTHEs: :#r6posei> oPTiTSTiTUTiow Miia " REGtJtAit mode" OF 

■■/FORMmG-il?' [ ■ • <, 

Hundreds of ^^^^^d^^^ were uridpr arrest, or in prisoia— ^others on 
baili" A miibh lar^^^ number*, it is believed, were scattered in other 
Sta.6^s, and so them, including the lawful Governor, for some 
timte in a!stiateM conce^^ ' 
^ 3;iiich a stiate 6f thi appeal's, wa^ best time for " Law 

aiid Orfe''' to give th^ ^tate a new (/onstitution tP its pwri liMiig, in- 
stfead of the hated Coiistitution of the People, The vote of the Char- 
ter Assembly,, for the icall, was passed, if we mistake hbt, at the June 
'session. Care was taken, of course, that the apportiorirrient of dele- 
gation to the Convention should partake of the time honored inequal- 
ity, so essential to minority supremacy. With this advantage in their 
fstvor, aided by Algerine' ■ and martial law, with the leaders of thQ 



* After the suppression of the " Express,'' the " Republican Herald" begah to 
publish some of the passing, occurrences, but soon after announced that it had 
.been taught that." the truth was not. to be spoken at all times." It declined pub- 
iishihg the particulars of outrages commitled by the Gharterists, during the reigii 
of the ruling dynasty. A leading citizen declared that "the paper was filled 
with treason, —that the types ought to be thrown out of the windows^" atding: 
" he woul^ be one ta help do it ! 
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Constitutionalists in prison or in exile, and with ihe dread of arreBt 
hanging over the rernainder,* they could affo?'d to call ji ponveption 
of the People— and magnanimously win the applause of pseudo-BhO" 
litionists by permitting their colored domestics to vote witlj them !f 
Some significai^t queries in the Eepubiicah H^iald, of July 234 we 
subjoin;' - . ' ■' ' , • j\ , ' , . ,', ' 

<* i?ae^ not Governor md fioun^ M t^^^p'fi^^^ tzmi, 

liotd power a^ove aU lata / ^ 

*^ If t^ai be trti>ey do w^^ an SsiM^e 4^^^ . 

Is it intended hy Jim c^hsqlute Govern'meriPof, Mliod^ Island^ 0 cqu* 
iinue the:piar:tial lam mtil after the r^t^t ^l^Mion 
mien to vote w$h iM fear of viohtinglamMey j^^^ 

stand? .. . v;. - iiv ^ ' . i-: 

*yl}iim mm assemUe for pemeable purposes T . . 

^IM^i^e f^eople asseriM^ and ash their M^Urs hpmMP0hp.-urMi 
irary government is to tost f ^ ^ 

" Bar^ the Feople meet to memriaMzj^ Congress on the present state 
of things? 

" Pare tlie People meet to appoint committees for the t?larw?t^ |>«f i 
poses reqMrisd in the approaching election ? 
y-^\Wmithe mem^edf '''''' ^-^X'^^-^ 

The tone of response to thesre Queries, in subsegue^ ijumli^i^ of the 
Sieral(39 the hints of the B^^ the resdluiions of the .fe ljslani^^^ 

« clam-bake'* in Massachusetts, made tie farce" of th^ Gbiiyejbloa 
movement, under martial law, too* glarings even to ^he eyesr of the 
Chartferists themselves. But the suspension of martial kw for only 
23 days, barely including the tinse to choose delegates, with' the ter- 
ror of its return hanging oyer themrr-with the " Algerine Faw** still 
m<force, and ^yith the best citizens of the Stote in es^^^^ crirn^ 
of writing and yoting, a^nd while pew arrests were takiiig place^ ma^fe^ 
the suspension as farcical as the measm'es that li^ad pr^^ded lt^^^^^^*^^^ 
suiFrage men in Khode Island wisel^ have nothing to ;do 

with the 0onventipn, nor with the choice of defegafes to attend it^ 
Why should theyy und^r such disadvantages^ and ^ul^ring sucli ji' 
^ults t And while they knew they had , a republican Cpa?tit«H^ 
iawfully, peacefully ^nd equitably fjiamed and adopted by the pepp^ 



* Said a tench Col<?nel at the head of hi^ regiment-^" I would not, for the 
world, interfere with the freedom of elections. But I give you distinctly to un- 
derstand, that the soldier who willnot vote for General Bonaparte to be first Ooa- 
aul, shaU he shot , , , , 

■^t Yet the Charter Mayor of Providence, it is said, has since refused the.Use of 
the Old Town House, for a colored man to celebrate the glorious/r^? /?/ August, 
Colored men may support despotism, but not liberty r ; 

$ We see in the Republican Herald of Aug. 20th, a notice of aiiother Clam- 
bake" of the " friends of equal rights," Jo be held at " Medbury's Grove/' m 
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TRAITS OF TYRANTS. 

President WayUmd is ready to "blush" at the thought that leadingj 
men among the Charterists have been " denounced as tyrants and 
oppressors!" Bat by what works and characteristics shall tyrants 
and oppressors be known ? Let us listen again to Dr. Emmons. 

« Good rulerSf who sincerely desire to promote the public good, have 
nothing to fear from the voice of the people, and consequently, have 
no disposition to stifle it. But all bad rulers are AFRAID of the 
voice of the people, and wish to deprive them of freedom of speech, 
lest they should remonstrate against their ambitious and nefarious 
i>T3Si'3Ns. It has always been the policy of despotic rulers to sup- 
press the liberty of speech, on political subjects." — — " Those rulers, 
therefore, who endeavor to destroy the liberty of speech on politicai 
subjects, plainly discover a tyrannical spiril, and give the peoplb just 
ground to fear that they are actuallv seeking io strip them of all their 
rights, and subject them to ABSOLUTE SLAVERY, th- • may 
attempt to destroy the right of remonstrancie, or rest - ' of 
speech respecting the public measures of public nn^ ; ar- 

tifice or threats. They may artfully insiDi^ ..le pri- 

vately complain or publicly remonstrate, . ^j^: disaffection, 

disrespect and disobedience, towards those whom ihey ought to es»' 
teemj revere and obey. If this sophistry fail of answering their pur- 
pose, they may throw out terrible threats, and positively declare that 
all complaints and remonstrances are the high crimes of treason and 

rebellion"— "This language ought to be alarming to a people in a 

free government, and put them on their guard against those who 
would seduce or awe them into silence."* . 

Emmons'' Sermons, Vol. IL pp. 210^ 'SHI. 



Massachusetts, Aug. 30th, which contains the following " ultra" and " fanatical" 
regulation. "A'i? intoxicating drinks will he allowed on the grounds,^' The 
wine-drinking aristocracy will doubtless read fresh proofs of anarchy and infi- 
delity in the movement. 

* In quoting so frequently from Dr. Emmons, we would not be understood <\H 
endorsing all his- political opinions. Perhaps he was not, in all respects, self- 
consistent, in his honest and generally successfijl efforts, to guard against des- 
potic power and against anarchy. These he seems to have regarded as opposite 
extremes, rather than as different forms, and incidentally diverse developments of 
the sane thing: namely, a disregard of inalienable human rights, whether by thn 
many or by the few. With his view, which is the commonly prevalent on'e, iD 
was not strange that Dr, Emmons, in company with many of his limes, shonhi 
incline to the theory of " a mixed government," of which so ranch was then said 
by the admirers of the British Conststntion, which our fathers had been accus- 
tomed to look upon, as the palladium of their liberties — their safe-guard against 
despotic encroachment. The atheism and the anarchy, (or, to speak quite as pro- 
perly, the despotism,) of the French Revolutionists, whose leaven had begun to 
spread, more or less, in this country, and who never understood true Christian 
democracy, inclined such men as Dr. Emmons to throw the weight of their in- 
lluence on the other side of what they considered the i/zZ^wc^? between thetwoe-x- 
treraes ; to look with a i^oxl of reluctant suspicion on absolute popular sove- 
reignty ; to imagine that, somewhere in the political system, there must, be pla- 
ced a check upon its exercise; and consequenilv lo regard unmixed democracy 

11 ■ . 
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The next, timo President Wayland feels inclined to " blush," it ia 
to be hoped that it will be in yiew of the despotic and barbaroUiS and 
lawless acts to which he has lent his countenanqe and sanction. 

In contrast with the sentiments of Dr. Emmons, it may be well to 
present those of Rev. Dr. Tucker, in his Thank'sgiving Sermon, at 
Providence, July 21st, entitled « the Deliverance of Rhode Island." 
After naming three writers, neither of whom are residents in Rhode IS' 
land, and stating that one of them, " more recUess than the res(i \ had 

called the constituted authorities* of E. Island tyrants and usurp- 
ers," he adds 

« These are living men, and what must be the state of morals and 
public sentiment, when they unblushingly apd without prosdcution, 
erect their batteries against ail that is sacred,'* &c. <Sz;c. 

And again — " It is now acltnowl^edged that it was a capital mistake 
to sujfFer these men (meaning the Constitutionalists) to forestall the 
public mind." [Discourse, p. 14.] ' 

Yes 1 Strange to tell ! Those who call the Charterists of Rhode 
island " usurpers and tyrants," are living me?i"— they have neither 
been shot nor hanged! And they go without prosecution,'*^ too! 
Fresh proofs of declining morals," and vitiated "public sentiment," 
But then they "Zfce" out of Rhode Island— where « law and order," 
after the model of Drs. Wayland and Tucker," and with th6 Sanc- 
tion of Pi'es. Tyler, and his Secretary of War, ha-^e not yet been es- 
tablishedL 

" Law and Order" made « a capital mistake," doubtless, in not 
putting on the screws, soonerj, before "the public mind" had becoime 
so much infected with the heresy of the "Dorr p?rty," as to let the 
reprovers of Samuel W. King and William Blodgett go unprosectited 
and unhanged ! 

THi^" CONTltAST—^AGAIN. 

In sober earnest. Let the reader contrast the course of the "law 
and order" party, as they boastfully call themselves, with that; of the 
meii whom they would represent as disorganizing, ferocious and law- 
less. When did the Cdnstitutionalists. the really "constituted autho- 
rities of Rhode Island" betray any propensity — any desire to suppress 
freedom of speech— to put down by prosecution sLnd by threats, their 



as the natural ally of disorder.— It is manifest that quotations in favor of popular 
sovereignty, from the writings of such a mail, one of the mor^l and intellectual 
giants of his day, come to us with the double weight of authority and of con- 
cession. Such men, were they now on the .stage of action, would regard with 
double horror and disgust, the despotic anarchists, who Wield " the suppression of 
all law" in Rhode Island. Both the apparent extremes, against which such men 
as Dr. Erpmons labored, unite signally and visibly in the Charterists, proving 
the unity of despotism and anarchy, in fact, as well as in pMlosophij, 

* The Doctor made a trifling mistake here. It was not the "consiiiuted," 
bqt the w^iconstituted authorities that were thus described. It is the Doctor and 
his friends that tra'duce the conUituted^' authorities, and wage war against the 
ConstituiioniiseUl 
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political opponents-— insurgents agfiinst tlie lawful government though 
they were ? Road the Message of Gov, Dorr, and examine the acts of 
the Constitutional Legislr i;ure. Contrast them with the language of 
Dr. Tucker. And when, at length, in self-defense, and to gain pos- 
session of the public archives, lawlessly withheld froni them, a few of 
them took up arms — and when their enemies were in their hands, 
compare their lenity and forbearance with the ruthless rigor and bar» 
Mrism of their, opponents. 

It would indeed be strange, if, in times of public commotion, howev- 
er.produced, ther6 should not be some lawless men, on both sides, and 
wanton outrages committed, by way of retaliation and otherwise, by the 
party on whose side might be the right of the confroversy, (and the 
iriajority,) as well as by the original aggressoi^s. And this i'l among 
the many reasons why public disputes should not be tested by milita* 
iiy violence, which is indeed! outrage, of itself. But the Chatter p£t- 
persi themselves, bear sufficient testimony to the comparative mode- 
ration of their opponents. The eagerness with which the arrest of 
three or four Charterist spies was magnified into a terrible outrage, 
and the prominence given to the story that an active Constitutionalist 
had been guilty of an attempt at highway robbery, when the imputed 
offense, real or unreal, was committed after his desertion from the 
Constitutionalists,- and while he ^as in the employ of the Charterists 
themselves-r-mese. and similar exhibitions of effort to make something 
terrific out 6? almost nothing at all, when placed by the side of such 
details as have now been presented, are among the most eloquent at- 
testations of the geiierai sobriety, order and peacefulness of the Con- 
stitutipnalists. Had they committed many outrages, sadh a$ were 
common with the Charterisfs, there would have been no occasion to 
maniifacture or dress up the silly stories that have been put into cir- 
culation, 

But the direct tendency of despotism, on the part of the few, is to 
produce ferocity, on the part of the many. And if such resiilts had 
been, or should yet be, witnessed in Rhode Island, all men of reflec- 
tion and candor will understand where the principal responsibility 
properly rests. v 

, AEISTOCEATIC ARTIFICE. ■ 

The aristocracy, whose injustice occasions public commotions, are 
ever ready to seize upon and proclaim the fact of their existence, even 
when the outrages are' committed chiefly or wholly by themselves, and 
to urge their existence as a reason why a " stronger government" 
should be established. The editorial fomenters of the great riots 
against the abolitionists in 1834-5 in New York City and elsewhere, 
very gmvely discussed in their papers, afterwards, the evils of popu- 
lar commotions, and craftily threw out intimations that a popular gov- 
ernment would not, perhaps, be found sufliciently energetic to protect 
property in the cities from riotous outrage ! We were looking for 
similar developments in Rhode Island, and have not been disappoint- 
ed. We have it on good authority, that not a few of the Charteriai9 
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in Rhode faiand whose insurrectionary movements against the consti- 
tuted authorities have embroiled the State, are very free to confess 
,(poor souls !) that their confidence in democratic institutions is much 
shaken, (? ! ?) and that they are compelled to suspect that nothing 
sliort of a monarchical govtsrnment will be able, much longer, , to pre^ 
serve " law and order !" 

COKNECTION BETWEEN l^OLITICS AND RELIGION. 

Such is the history of the subversion of civil liberty in Ehode Is- 
land. Those who look , after the moral causes of politico! revolutions, 
•wno understand that liberty is based on public morals, and that the 
morals of a people are dependent on their religion— will naturally in- 
quire into the religious character of a people where sach phenomena 
Jiiave been witnessed. Especially will they desire to know, (uniess the 
facts of the history have sufficiently revealed it,) what is the prevail- 
ing religion of the wealthier classes—those who have so long wielded 
the power of the State, and who are now making such remarkable ef- 
forts to retiiin it. What sort of religious teachers do they patronize ? 
And what bas been their position and influence amid such demonstra'" 
tions as have been witnessed f 

If there be any one truth which more than any other, has been as» 
certained by experiment, and in respect to which, ail reflecting read- 
ers of this world's history are agreed— ^it is perhaps, this That the 
.political condition of a people can never rise higher than that indicat- 
ed by the character of their current religion— that the one is the never 
failing index of the other. When a» people enjoy rational freedom, it 
is becau se, in some good degree, their leading men have been brought 
under the influence of the ethics of a pure religion. And when on 
the other hand, their liberties are lost, it is because their religion, first, 
and their morals, nextj have become corrupted, and undermined. Thus 
it must be, if man is a moral and religious being, accountable to his 
Maker, and subject to the binding authority of the divine laws of liis 
existence. Thus it must be, unless the current sentiment that religion , 
and morality are the indispensable foundations of free institutions, is 
to be regarded as idle rhetoric. 

. In estimating the religious character of a community, or of any 
particular class of citizens, by their political acts, we. only follow the 
divine rule of testing the tree by its fruits. It matters not how active 
and busy a people may be in their solemn convocations, nor how de- 
vout and zealous they may appear in their worship, and in their zeal 
to make proselytes. All this may be well, in its place, if it spring from 
a right spirit, and conform to a correct standard, but, (if the Hebrew 
prophets, and if Christ and his Apostles are to be our guides in this 
matter,) we are bound to reject ail that rehgious zfeal and activity as 
worthless and abominable that consists within aristocratic and proud 
temper — that flourishes in connection with a contempt of (he poor, a 
disregard of human rights, and a sympathy with those who oppress 

• . men, and turn away the judgment of the dependent and helpless, 

* 
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INFLUENCE OF RELIGIOITS TEAOIiERS* 

It follows from what has been said, that an immense weight of re« 
sponsibility rests on reUgious teachers, in respect to th^ maintenance 
of public justice, the security of men's rights, £tnd the preservation of 
the public peace/ A tyrannical government is always connected with 
a corrupt and ungodly priesthood. Bad rulers may indeed reject the 
admonitions and silence the voices of faithful religious teachers, who 
reprove their oppressions. And so, a besotted and stifF»necked people 
may, in. like manner, reject the counsel of God against themselves. 
But both rulers and people in such oases, seldom, if ever, fail' to fortify 
themselves against their own consciences and against the sentiments 
-of surrounding communities, by heaping to themselves teachers after 
thei.y own hearts. And corrupt religious teachers, in ancient and mod- 
ern times, have alvv^ays been the chief instruments of deluding and 
blinding despotic rulers and their willing dupes, to theii'own temporal 
and spiritual destruction. " Like people, like priest" — lias grown in- 
to a proverb, and we might quote high clerical authority for the max- 
im that an unfaithful ministry, if supported and recognized^ will al- 
ways bring their flocks down to their own low level and false 
standard. s . 

It can not be supposed that the recent events in Rhode Island have 
-furnished the world with the ni-st, the only exception to this universal 
rule. Just so certain as men of wealth and power in that State, have 
succeeded in crushing human rights, just so certain is it that they 
have found support and countenance by professed teachers of religion. 
Without such aid they could not , have kept themselves and each otlier 
in countenance ; they could not have met the public gaze, unabashed, 
in the midst of their foul and grim work. A priesthood, of some sort, 
depend upon it— the Rhode Island aristocracy have had— must have 
had ! Whether openly infidel or professed Christian— matters not. 
All sects, atheistic or otherwise, have their accredited teachers. Their 
assumed name is not always the proper index of their true characters, 
— THIS is to be learned from the WORK in which they are engag- 
ed, and in the DOINGS of those who resort to them for their All). 
The picture of drisiocratic " LAW and ORDER" in Rhode Island is 
of course but the transcript — thejTac simile — so to speak— of a clergy, 
of some sort, that are to be found, some where, in or about the latitude 
and longitude of Rhode Island. To doubt tliis — is to doubt fundamen- 
tal first principles — is to discredit all history — sacred and profane— 
is to leap the precipice of downright skepticism in respect to all mor- 
al and political causes and effects. 

WHAT THE LEADING CLERGY OF SHODE ISLAND MIGHT HAVE DONE. 

The principal clergy of Rhode Is]and were in a favorable position 
to exert a healthful, a truly "conservative" influence in the civil and 
political aflfairs of that State. They were well supported. They had 
direct access to the leading men of the community. Of these, their 
congregationsj to a great axte/it, were composed. With thesei thoy 
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held xntei'coorse, daily. They were their patrons, their parisbiooersj, 
their fricEds, .They miBgled in the sanie social circles. They were 
looked up tOj as the wise and the holy meoj the teachers of reiigioE 
and good morals, iii the coaioiurjitjr where they resided. They had 
the general confidenco of both the rulers and the ruled. We httve 
their own testimouy, that their churches wore composed of the active 
men o^botk t'.e contending parties. One of their number? who may;, 
perhaps withoot inispropriet}', be desigimted as their most proniin^nt 
and leading mm^ was at the head of the flourishing University in that 
State. He says "I have resided here for about fifteen years, I have 
mpgied with citizens of every name and of every class, t have the 
honor to number among ray friends, the rich and the poor [Way- 
land's Discourse p. 24th.] His literary reputation was the boast of his 
State, not to say, of his country. Mis influence with his clerical breth- 
jeaof all sects, in the city, and State, v>'as almost without a parallel, 
Syiopathizing with him and his views were the principal clergy of the 
cities* They were well educated, intellectual, polished. , They stood 
at the head of the principal religious sects in the State, and enjoyed a 
high standing with their brethren, of other Statesi Whatever iliet^ 
taught in respect to the mutual duties and rights of the rulers and thq 
ruled, would be regarded with a deference bordering On yenerationo 
The statesman who could quote their authority and en}oy their appro- 
bation had little occasion— so far as present success was concerned-- 
to consult Constitutional authorities, or to cite common law. What 
Madison and Biackstone and Marshall and Mansfield might have writ- 
ten, was of less consequence to the .politicai. disputants of Rhode. Is^ 
land, than what was said by these men. 

They had Bibles in their hands. With the content? of that blessed 
Book, with the pages of universal history, with the Constitutions 
and usages of their country, with the fuYidamental principles of right- 
eousness, especially, it was their business to be familiar. Their knowl- 
edge and their advantages they were bound and were solemnly pledged 
to wield for the glory of God and the good of their neighbors-— their 
brethren — their country—- their race. - 

It was their .proper province to teach v/hat, at isuch a crisis, the 
people and the magistrates most needed to know. Their duty to do 
this, they have acknowledged, in the teachings (such as they are) that 
they have published to the woi'ld. 

The great truths the)'- were commissioned to teach, were the. best 
antidotes to such evils as v/ere witnessed. The supreme authority of 
God— the true (lignity of man — the priceless worth of the immortal 
soul— its infinite superiority to all sublunary things — to dollars, to 
palaces, to acres— its unending existence — its changeless responsibiii- 
ties — its corresponding prerogatives — its inalienable, God-given rights 
—the ensnaring nature of wealth— its tendency to beget a disregard of 
human rights— the damning sin of oppression, of arrogancy, of pride, of 
.every aristocratic habit and feeling — the oneness of the human fami- 
ly—the equality of all men— the dvty .and privilege of each one to 
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consider and treat bis brother as his equal^-the origin of civil gov- 
ernme.itj hi God's authorityj and man's \yants--~its proper business" 
«Mo execute judgment between a man and his neighbor"— the duty^ 
and consequent right of every man to " choose judges and officers, tc 
rule the people with just judgment"' — to assist in removing national sins 
—all these they would, of coursej teach, if they taught the first prin« 
ciples of the religion they profess. Had they taught and properly 
applied these fundamental truths of religion, giving to each of th^jr 
hearers a portion in due season, " the right of tip poor of the people'^ 
would have been accorded to them, long ago, (as President Wayland 
seems to admit ought to have been done,) and no jarring contentions 
would have rent the State of Rhode Island. . 

, This, at least, we have reason to believe, would have been the facto 
But suppose it had been otherwise. Suppose a difficulty had arisenp 
the leading clergy might have done something to heal the division ilk 
the community, and in their -own churches, if they had been thus dis* 
posedl They might have exhorted the landholders to do justice — and 
the suffrage men to urge their just claims, (with their own ready aidy) 
by moral means only, in humble reliance on God, and without a re=. 
sort to the sword. In one word. They might have been the preach- 
ers of iRiGHT^isousNBSs and of PEACE—and they might have acted in 
conformity with such preaching. Who believes that if they had done 
thus, there would have been a bayonet mounted, or a muskbt shoulder- 
ed, or a human being, killed or imprisoned, in Rhode Island? The 
thing is incredible. Posterity will never believe it, Reflecting and 
well informed Christian men, in and out of Rhode Island, do not be- 
lieve it, now. 

WHAT THE LEADING CLERGY OF RHOFE ISLAND PID D0« 

. Instead of taking the course just described, the principal clergy of 
llhode Ifiknd-— those standing at the top of society, (as the v/orld 
counts precedency)— the great majority of religious teachers in the 
State, took a course as diriectly opposite as can well be conceivedi 
Instead of rebuking the spirit of aristocratic pride, they manifestly 
imbibed and promoted it. Their conversation, their deportmentj and 
their preaching, plainly showed that they were the sycophants of the 
xrch, and the despisers of the poor. They did not advocate justice* 
They did not vindicate human rights. They did not plead for the op- 
pressed. They did not even exhort the oppressor to forbearance and 
peace. On tho other hand, they were among the most ready assert, 
ors of minority and landholding supremacy. They were early in 
their exhortations to the military support- -?2oi of the Constitutional 
Government of the State, but of the aristocratic insurrection against 
it. They were members and Vice Presidents of the Peace Society ! 
Tet they openly encouraged a tivilwar. And their own concessions 
betray their consciousness, that the side they espoused in this war, 
was not the side on which was*^ the " correct principle," and the 

^ RIGHT !" ■ ' V . - ' 
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Revi Cyrus Masrou, of New York City? foroisrly pastor of one of 
file largest cburches in Pro video C8j found it coRi'eoient to revicit the 
peonle of his forraer cha-ro'e. soon after the military demonstrations of 
the 18th of Mayj and to occupy the Sabbath witii a sermon against 
the sotFrage party, end in favor of the con&ervatists. of minority "law 
arid order." The coDscieBtioiis scruples of those who declined taking 
up arms in their support he considered indicative of their defi'ci-eocy 
in pijtriotip^^i and pubHc spirit. Vi^hether this gentleman's 'opportune 
presence amoog his clerical brethren in Rhode island, was the result 
of a?jy concert or understaoding between them, we are unable to- say. 
But their course, both before and after this time, was such as to- leave 
us in no doubt whether the aid and countenance of such an ally from 
a sister Cit}^ was' acceptable and welcome. 

On the return of the Newport artillery, Bfay 19lh, a procession v/as 
marched from Long l¥harf to Trinity church. A " Herald of the 
Times" Exlra, brings us the account. All the protestant clergy ia 
town were present, among the procession. Old Trinity never present- 
ed such an array of Serious, yet happy countenances." The artillery 
too,,v/ere pres3nt. « Their ranks of bristling bayonets" says the Her- 
ald, « were a most imposing sight." " Religion and honor met in beau- 
tiful combination,"—-" It was a spectacle illustrating both the piety 
and the patriotism of the inhabitants of Newport." "The services 
were commenced by a masterly voluntary on the organ, by Mr. Tay- 
lor, after which the choir chanted the ^ Gloria in Excelsis.' The < Te 
Deum* was then said by the Rev. Francis Yinton, Rector of the 
church, who then offered prayer and thanksgiving from the incom- 
parable Liturgy. He then read a=om the thirteenth chapter of Ro- 
mans, beginning with « Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers,' &;c. The Rev. Mr. Vinton then ascended the pulpit and de- 
livered the address," &c,, in which he said^ — " The Government of 
this. State has net forfeited its right to dur allegiance. Its authority 
is sanctioned by God's command. It was assaulted by an armed in- 
surrection," &c. . " Instead of the triumph of the DOGMAS of po- 
litical FANATICISM" [Mark that ! The « cZo^mas" of the Decla- 
ration of Independence !] we discern their DEFEAT and DOWN- 
FALL." " Order has overcome the furvof individual will, and reli- 
gion once more beams upon our homes and altars." <' Members of 
the ARTti/LEEY Company V^-^- — -« I stand here, in the two-fold ca- 
pacity of a minister of Jesus Christ, and a representative of your 
townsmen, to thank you for your good conduct in favor of liberty and 
law." 

So much for the Episcopacy of Newport. We hear of no " diS' 
senf^ from this, on the part of the church clergy" in other parts of 
the State. One is reminded of the Church-of-England services still 
celebrated once a year^ in memory of that " blessed martyr" and prof- 
Ii'ii;ate despot, Charles I., of whom President Stiles declared that hs 
was justly sentenced to the block. 

Can it be that the Baptists and Cvongregationalists in Rhode Islastl 
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support niioistei's' whose solemn blasphemies against God and- Liba?tj 
' equal those of the Rev. Mv, Vinton ?" So it woifld cnem' I 

President , Wayland, from the high places oace ti-oa by "Eogss-. \7ih 
Hamsj breathes the same spirit, and employs similar language I "Tlici 
abomination of desolation, staodiog v^^iore it ought Rot»" Ssad hie 
"■■Discourse,' delivered in the MesSiog' House of tko FirsC Baptist 
Church, Providence, May 22dj I84z2/[and published' by specid raqoest: 
of the Charitable Baptist Bociety,'^ as commiinicatQ'i by their Com- 
mittee, consisting of Hon. John Pitman, Rev/ A. Woodsp D. and 
Gamaiiel -L.. D wight, . Esq; Read likewise, bis ' second ^ Biscourse*^ 
delivered as above, on the day of the Fubiic Thanksgiving, celebrated 
by request of the Charter authorities, July 21stj 1842;. Motion the 
date of the last raentioned Discourse, in connection v/ith the fcrcis" 
ready recorded as having then transpired and bsing then in progteos. 
While those horrid outrages against liberty, asid lav/j and humsFiiky 
were^yet fresh, aiid still ip ■ progress, listen to s. religious diseouroo -hr. 
which- they are celebrated with thanksgivings!' Yes! Under the 
reign of ,martiallai75 which is " no law but the suppression of dl krv-''' 
»--=while • hundreds of ' citizens' and scores of Ohristians, for no crinio. 
were dragged to prison, or were scattered in "exile v:oia the' Bkde. 
-while no. man could ?/ith safety express his opioionis iniless they cor^^' 
responded with thoss of th'ejandhoiding niinoritj/ injiav/folljr m pou'-6r, 
while freedom of speech and of t'be press were prostrate, hear PresK- 
dent Wayland, in obedienc=3 to the- call of the successful insorgenfe,, 
giving thanks to God for their succesSc e::toliing " the intrepidity of 
ouv citizens, the skill of our commandGrfi. the patriotism of oi":; 
pie"— con.^-^limenting them as «a people loving j! :ac&, and 
wrong'^ — " rising as one man to vindicate the claims of Hbert:' : i. 
law,- to- dfefend.our country from anarchy, and ci!FheG.rthc froin : 
tion I" Hear him celebrate " our present tranqicUujf' — -rLmci:.'^ . 
or molestation"-— and add « I believe all tim he:..:, ^joci:- Cone anowcr 
io prayer !" 

It is said that the preacher had shown his faitb by his' works- -^r 
literally shouldered his musket— dismissed his students, and ^yiv,,- . ... 
his university for soldiers' barracks ! 

Did he really believe that justice and equit}^ required this? Hear 
him. " This difficulty, you ure all av/are, arose on the question of 
sufii-age."-^;^-^" With the wisdom of this provision I have ?20%'m^ to 
do /" In another place, he concedes that it would have been better 
to have extended the suffrage long ago, and that this would have sav^ 
ed MS a period of interne anxiiety and alarm /" He admits that " the 
representation had become pklpably unequaV^ ThdX is, (if words 
mean any thing,) inequitable !~^INlQ,tFITOlTS ! But "with the 
wisdom^' of it lie has "nothikng to do" — only\, to shoulder arms in sup^ 
port of it ; and then proclaim to his hearers, from the pulpit, the duty 
of supporting the despotic usurpation, " at the peril of their souls.^"* 
And then to the well anticipated objection that this was « aew dae« 
• ■ ■ 12 . . : ' 
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tjrine and restrictive of libeirty" he had nothing to answer but a te^G" 
tition of his sacerdotal anathem^iis 1^ ^ 

In accordance with these teachings, the churches, we understand, 
.^ave exconununicated meinlbers for no crime but voting and acting 
under the People's Constiiutionj without faking up arm ! Thus, 
while ep^n, instjrrectionary violence against the la^wful, republican 

fovemmenitj mounts the pulpit ; peaceful, lawful, bv jlot-hox adh^ to 
/OiDstitutionai liberty, excommunication. 
; All this, aii|d mp^e, if possible, comes likewise from the Congrega- 
iiioiSar pulpit, Witjiesa fev. Dri Mark 1?acker's piscourse, on the, 
same Vist of Julir Thanlisgiving, " published by requestj" and entitfetf 
«Th^:i)^iwaijiee'of;E^^ ^.-.^ -'■■v.^,;- 

jDeliverance Svom what? From the j:eign of, martial law— "the 
suppression of all law ?" Deliverance fiom la wless arrests ? From 
y^xatious and^^^^ 1 fe m the felonious breaking ope?n 

0f Jiou^^s T From the lawless Seizure of horses and wagojis! 1 From 
imprisonments and exile t Certaiuly not, if the ge^^^ 
any 6hare in the ^deliverance !■ ■ It vvas for the triuniph of all .ItMsj 
thatjthe !^Thaiiksgiving^' vi^as held. Th^ 

land" must have been the " deli verauce" of 4he amtocratic insur- 
gents of 
equal j Constitutional law ! From the relinquishment of their unjustj 
arbitrary^ irre^^^^ powerj This( was all the 

«• deliy«i%ce that had heen achieyed^; For ^j^resident #ayland la 
buif >vitiiess .that the relinquishment of " palpably unequal" power, 
would have secured the public tranquilityr--would have " mu^d (them) 

. The. Waylands^^^^^^^ Tuckers of Rhode island concede tbo much 
to consiiSt with a. Vindication of theirf own course; By their: owii 
showing^ the rights of been long withheld. Those 

rights they still continued to claim. And when and where had these 
gentlemen ever espoused their cause and pleaded for the right? How 
comes it to pass that we find them sym^athii^ing with the oppressor^ 
instead of the oppressed 1 Yes ! and even joining with the pppreissor 
in deeds of armed violence against them ? Instead of encouraging 
the slaughi^er of the wronged* why did they not insist on fii'st giving 
theip tHsm mc^HTs, and THEN see whether any military rabvemsjistsr 
against them would be needed? By their own concessions, they 
hav^e been zlealbus in favor of an armed warfare of the against 
Ihe n^i^^r^of the injurers Q.^imi the injured I This fact lies on thc^ 
face of their Own writings, and can never be erased. ? 

Froth Br* Tucker's Discdurss, it is easy to gather all the essential 
facts necesj^ary to the vindication of the Constitutionalists* the con- 
demnation of their oppdsers, anil the refutation of his own foolish 
slandersli fiis admissions cover nearly the whole ground; . It was 

the anomaly of the existing (Charter) government" [pp. 8, 9.] that 
tJCcasioned the disturbance. He admits " the correcmess of the prin- 



ciple avowed as the object to be o!)ta5itted, to wit, ihQ eqmlUp of tepxe* 
sohtatioiii and the KiGHT of suffra^ [p. O,]— Ho says t<io, 41 
that " eyer^^ layman QUGHT to make himself acquainted with Qim 
cmcGviisiy and avail himself of all the privileges of a FEEEiffAK*'<^; 
So that (unless a man ^uat neetls be a landholder or a landhbldfdr'is 
oldest son, in order to be a " LAt MAN it follow that the disfVaii. 
chised of E. island only performed a DUTY, when the^ 
free suffrage Constitution, and that the ChMer ^Lssembiy rel^^ 
against the Grod' who appoints human duties, when they proscribed iU 
The aggrieved, Dr, Tucker says, were the " friends," *»toth©r8,'* 
*< family" and business" and church cOnriecitidns 6f their antagq. 
ai^ts.v [p. 16.] And they " were riot carried on, step by step, by m& 
force of :<i3ircumstancesi" No ! Their measures were f* the result of 
deliberation and lqti| continued effort/'^ [p. 10.J - Petitions for a.f@« 
m#al of ^< the anomaly'' of t)ie Charter government, and ia favor of 
" correct ;;pnnciple"r--^«equa^^ bight of mfm 

fr^^e'- and^« a new Constilut had been often premiMr md {oi 
course 1) had been « often*' refused, [p. 8.] After al! this— ^«^tiie|r 
^weat forward m^prgani^fed a g&i)efnmmV [p. 10;.] The fabt of Ik© 
«f deliberate prgahiption of a GoyEKN;iBi*rT' • is here distinctly adsnlt. 
tedy^^nd si?> proofs are off^^^ i|i. was not a just and equited^le os^ew 
y^t, the: ;%eyeT^^ ^rentierrian celebrates with " thanksgivings!? the 
forcibly ai?<J insurrectionary w 

jEENMENT," and the substitution of niaijti^l law, " the suppression of 
aE law,'' in its stead ! He exclaims,, we to follow the inipuls. 

es of grateful hearts,, we should now arise from our seats, and itrik&' 
the loud a>nthem of praise, •r^eaj jet aH the people ipraise Mm.* 
|*^Here,'^aays th^ pafnphM isermon before us, *f the organ struck up* 
an' ^sntbem^f pta|se, and the congregation arose simultaneously fron^ 
their seats Is, it not maryeloua that such insurrectionary thanksw 
givings ahouM have been c^ the apostolic admonition, « Let 

every soul bfe^ubject to the higher powers,'^ «Ssc. ? : i ; 

Other ministersj in abiindance, followed in the wake of Messrs. 
Vinton, Tucker^ and Wayland, But we forbear^ ; . . 

■' r Qf ■this faet, :.;0r. Tucker seenis- ia^hEi^e:^^been' lionscious; " ' '^^p'eakta^ 
of the suffrage raen^ he' says—" As ./erobbamf in hi^ rebellionj aijpoitit. 
ed priests of the lo^j^est pf the people, mwisto^W have been found 
of a character to uplioid su6h proceedingg.'' ^ ^ 

THei^e may ji^ sometiiiitig prophetic in the ken of Br. Tuck- 

^i f^ « fcteiilpke" of Rh(^e Island' Cbnstituti(^^^ 

ists Medbury CjFrOv^, Massachusetts; sis published in the Btatis 
Bemocraf 6f A 6fh. contains the ibllowing incident. i;'^:; V 

*« Aft^i' the: usual preliMnafiies^ the immen.^e assernbjage liaii 
collected, stood in silen^^^^ ^^ijth Uncovered heads, vvhile the Thriiri^ 
6fCra.ce;\4s'adSresseid'^by 'ReV.; Mr. Kenybn,, of the. #esf; Baptist 
chiirch in:Prdvicient;e. •'■ ' The' pmyer^ of Mr.,Keiiy055 'w^s-^<^<|f;|lh^ 
most truly eloquent, sph-iiua! and patriotic, to which we ever hkd tho 
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pleasure of listening, and fouric^ Ue way ^o every heart. Hov fifpoUe of 
tb«9 i>residing care and protection of an overruling Providence in all 
the changes of life, whether peacbfol or stormy, of our free inatitu- 
tions, the violence which had been done to then), the nece3gity of hav« 
ing a, forgiving temper under all outrages on the rights and liberties 
of the people, and that the blessings whtch hfiid been secured to n^ Q\lf 
by th(e great dharter of universal rights, would^ooner or later be en- 
joyed iy every son and danghter b^^ 

"IThe Peclar^ition of Ainerican Independence was then read; 

J" THE TEST ^AXJfiSTION" ^ . 

v^nd so, the causa of Conidtitutional Liberty has its n^inisters of re- 
iigvoo, too, as^weli as the cause of ai'istdoratic usurpation and martial 
law. But then, they are « from the lowest of the people^" So Br. 
Tucker assures us. They are " the fag end of society"— «< the filth 
and offscpui'iiBg of all things." PerchancO the " common people" wijl 
*« hear them gladly,"T-;though they are persecutedi and thrust into 
prison.' ' 

The -lines ;between despotism, and freedom, are thus, at length defi- 
nitely drawn. And drawn too hy - the priestly conservators of usurps 
ed, |&<iv^j[i|ss, abused minority power. Th^ gauntlet is by thern throw?i 
^own, the anathema is them pronounced. Ministers and peopl^, 
who will not submit, must henceforth dissent, <» at the peril of their 
and be cast out of the church ! 

Thi® too, in order that civil liberty, among the whites^ at the North, 
may be jtrampled in violence ancl insurrection and anarchy, under 
foot. The day of honied and afiectionate yearnings afifcOr " the unity 
of the spirit" and " the peace of the; chui"ches'' has gone byo Thoso 
lullabies have accomplished their objectr— have had their day i Th^ 
sword >of ecclesiastical extsision is, at ' lisiigth, drawn against all who 
will not surrender their freedom. The Eubicon is passed. The war 
against human rights is to be waged^ without compromise, and withou t 



Let it come ! With our whole hearts, let us welcome the contest 
Too long has the stOrm been gathering in silence, or only muttering 
itsjaint and seemi ngly distant thunders unheeded, Let the loud peal 
rpuse qs, at last, to our duty, and fix us at our posts. 

"WHO IS ON THE EOHD's SIDE?" 

Two sorts of religion exist in this country , They are found divid- 
ing in sunder, the principal religious denpmiBations. Th one is the 
religion of despotism. The other is the religion of liberty. " Where 
the spirit of the Lor|j is— there is liberty"-~and where the spirit of th^ 
devil is, there is despotism. " V^hat communion i^ath light with dark- 
ness? What concord hath Clirist with BeiiaU What part hath he 
that believeth with an infidel ?" The separation must take place« 
Thie process has commenced. All the powers of earth and h©tl can 
?iot prevent it The power of the Great Head of the Church is pledg- 
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for its completion. And he has declared thjit when^t is accom- 
t plished; hig people shall " return and discern betwecfw the righteous and 
the wicked— bet wee?.i him that serveth God and him that s^rveth hirni 
nbt,"i [Mal^ichi iii. 18.] Whereas « now we call the proud, happy ? 
yeajthey that work wickedness are set up ; yea. they that tempt (that 
insult) God^ are even delivered,^l lih' v. lS*;] and celebrate their *^de- 
^yerance" :with impioiis " thanksgivings." 

OUa WOKK, AND OUR PROSPECTS. 

Not until this purifying Reparation shall be made, will the churches 
be prepared to be instrumental, in the conversion of the world: "Tho 
thrones" oif despotism must « be cast down'' before " the Ancient of 

i)ay8.sits''*Jn:his.glory^- ' 
Are we enthusiasts«-^fan£^ticsr^disorganizers--^because we thus 

speak?; Le| us quote then^ once more,; from a wi iter who will not be 
charged with wijdness, fanatidism, pr disorder. ^ la & sermon on <^ rev-' 
olution and reformation" prea December, 1819--rtwentyrtwo 
yiears before the adoption of the Constitution of Rhode Island, ,Db. 
i^MHONs insisted on tiie same truths we noiv" utter. His text was in 
Bzekiel xxi. 27. *»I will pyerturn, overturn, overturn it: until h© 
come, whose right it is, and I will give it himw" The illustrious per- 
sonage Jilluded to, in the text, says the preacher, " waSf undQuhtedlyf 
ilie Prince or peace, t(?/jp5;e way God m^&nt to vrepare hy great change 
es and mvolutiom among the natims of the eaiih," Xhe leading senti^ 
ment of the discQiirse is thus stated Gob wilIi BRirf G about the 
GLORIOUS REIGN OF Christ, BY overtxjrning all things that stahw 
IN THE WAY OF iTc'' The inquiry is next raised w* What things do 
stand in the way of the glorious reign of Christ 1" In: reply to this 
question, the very first particular introduced, by the preacher, is the foi- 
, lowing: — - ^ , 

Evejry spegies of TYRANNY stands in the way pf the glori|>us 
reign of Christ. His reign will be a reign of Righteousness and 
Peace, to which every species of tyranny stands diametrically oppos- 
ed. Both civil and ecclesiastical tyrants always heL^ been and still 
are hostile to the reign of Christ. As soon as Christ set up^ his kijig- 
do»n, all the kingdoms of the world, being tyrannical, were unitedly 
opposed to his kingdom, and employed all their power and influence 
to prevent its enlargement and establishment. And all pagan and 
Mohammedan governments are still tyrannical, and still hostile to th© 
kingdom of Christ, and many Christian nations are more or less ty- 
rannical, and consequently more or less hostile to the pure and 
peaceable government of Christ. Civil tyranny, in every nation, and 
in every form, stands in the way of the glorious reign of Christj and 
so does ecclesiastical tyranny. This early prevailed in the Christian 
church, and has been carried to a greater height than any civil tyr- 
anny ever has been. The Christian clergy soon began to usurp un«^ 
christian authority, and gradually carried it to higher and higher 
claims, till the pope presumed to be the universal and supreme hecid of 
the chiu'ph, and to exercise a right to govern and put down the 
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greatest kings ill ChrMtendom* Though such exoi-feif ant e<5cMasti- 
(Cial tyrahay h£is been Coiigi^ferably checked aJid iT/MS'aiiieid in later 
tijnes, yet it stHl prndoHiinates ih all popish countriess ahd has istot 
sM;ikiiii\iNPiiT7HNOJ2' it)i-KVEKir';p'AjcT of -the Christ^ian' woi'Jd. ■ itiia' juist 
so faV as it ejtistsy it is hostile to the spread of the gdspel^ aiid the ap* 
proach;ing' i*©ig;iii;Of ^Christi'' :;- EvE&y spiucijss op 'tykaijny, m^;^_YJBKy ■ 
PARI' the woutD, is one Ihing that standsi in th0 way of th<j reigft 
of the Prince of Peace," 

©oes the read6i' desire^^^ t^^ kno# what Would be regarded by Dr. 
Emmons a^ 't^y raiinicjal ? - Or dO0s he ask for thd evidence that ijisi 
would consider the reigning Charter anthoritie^ iti Ehode isferid inid 
their clerical abettors to be <^ civil andecclesiaMical tyrants 1" fead 
over again the quotations alread^^^^ of thoi^j^- 

rulers who seelc ; to suppress the voice of the ,people.\ > 'Arid' if ead likei 
wise his dfecla^Mtion concerning the « friends of tyi^riny," that this^ 
wish for a, loyernfiaent which gra^ hereditary 
honors and^ diatinctioi3s"-^[like thosei of the « landholders" aitd theit 
f< 0%st soi^s^'^ for'*3xamp that they w%i to iise abp^^^^ 

low ttien by nnjust K hii,ve it in^ their po^ver to ttampie upbii 

/tfaavgreat^ massrof the p^op^ impunity.'^ [TOs Ili p> 106.] if 
this pictui'e^do^ 

;does:Or':ba;n4i belong :\ "-r-- ■ 

The ! fdends of libej?t^ aild pure religion may seev then, what ia 
their proper work, and #hat are their prospects.. The overthrow' 
of civil and ecclesiastical despotism iis undoubtedly the graiitd charac^ 
teristic eterprise of tthe present and ne;^t coming ages. ' :And-0e e^'^ 
tm^'prke will su0^^^ Listen yet again to th6 language of ^lijmon^i 
towards the close of the same Sermon. 

; " Cphvistia^^ have great encburagemieht to easeri ihemsetiieSi Mgo- 
f&usty StS iMselpym preparing the '' way for the glorioils reign of 
'ehtot. '^; m :^spledgMI^ jmnfulness TO ;EjBMOyE' AM OB- 
BTA0E]ES OUT OF THE WAY, and he is faithful arid powerful, who 

Jias'prbmiisM^' -|p."3i0;] ' ■ ; ' ' ' ' ' ; [ . 

Wpu^ the ittve^^^^^ unrelenting conservators of despotism 

learn their destiny ? They may read it in the second Psalm. They 
may read it, if they choose, in the/or/wer writings of their pre^ew^ apo^* 
iogj^st and leadeiv President 

i Thanks b6 to 0od, men have at length begun to utiderstand tlie 
right^^ and feel for the wrongs of feach other* Let the trumpet of 
alarm be sounded, and its notes are now hdard by every natiohi 
whether of Europe or America. Let a voice, borne on the' fedhMt 
i)reeze, tell that the rights of inan are in danger, and it floats ovi^i' 
valley and mountain, across t^bntinent and ocean, until it has vibrated 
in the ear of the remotest dweller in . Christendorui Let the arm of 
oppression be raised to crush the feeblest nation on earthi and them 
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be heardj every where, if not the shout of defiance, the deep-tOned 
murmur of implacable displeasure," [How "impertinent and med- 
dlesome- are these « foreign sympathisers" !] " It is the cry of ag- 
grieved, insulted, milch-abused iSSan ! It is human natu)i»e, waking in 
her jiiight, from the slumber of tigQ^ysMking herself from^t^^ of 
AKiPiauATED irfSTiTtTiojifs, girding herself for the combat, ajid goingj 
forth, conquering and to cohq^^^^^^ y 

And again^ Wo unto the wo unto the dymsty^^M wo unto 
iYiQ j^olicy, 6ti whom shall fall ii^e scath:o^ their UtghUng iiidignalion^^^ 

J..^;--:^;/ THE TWO, ALTERATIVES. . - /■ ; 

There are, then, but two ways; in which the despotisms that stand in 
the way of Christ's coming reign, may be ovei turned. Both these 
ways i?ire dekqribed in t&e Bible, and in thfe sermon of Br* Emnpions. 

Qne way i^, " by public calamities and desolating judgments"'^" by 
the SMJpnZ, by pestilence and by famine, the common weapons of di- 
vine indignation'^t---by the civil commotions and bloodshed that dc?s- 
potisr^ naturally produces and provokes. Hence the descriptions of 
Isaiah. " Who is this that 9ometh from Edom, with dyed garments 
from JBozrah that speak in n^ftieowswejs*, mighty to save . 

Wherefoi;:e art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him 
that treadeth the wine-fat? I have trodden the wine.press ajoAe ; 
and of the people there was none with me ; for I will tread them iu 
mine anger, and trample them in my fury, and their blood shall b(3 
sprinkled upon my garments, and stain all my raiment." — That i% 
when " ifte people*' are not workers together with God, in bearing: 
testimony against oppression j and he is left "alone" to work out, hu- 
man deliverance by his just judgments, he will use the swbrd of con- 
tending armies a-nd rival parties to overturn despotic: governments, 
and establish freedom, and thus prepare the way for the reign of 
Christ. This, however, is not the way in whieh good men should la^ 
bor for the promotion of the grand object. Their duty lies in a dif- 
ferent direction. 

The " more excellent way" is " to enlighten the minds of the igno- 
rant, the barbarous, the tyrannical, and the erroneous, in respect to 
their civil and religious tyranny, and their absurd and vicious customs 
and manners,"-^to employ " the gospel as the principal external in- 
strument to overthrow and remove all obstacles in the way of Christ's 
final and most glorious reign upon earth"— relying upon the Holy 
Spirit " as the efficient cause of making all the other means effectu- 
al.":]: This method is more pov/erful than military armaments, which? 
are more efficiently wielded by the enemies than by the friends of ^ee- 
dom. Especially is this true in an age like the present, when men 
are beginning to inquire after the Jeiights and the wrongs of existing 
Controversies, rather than after the fact of forcible triumph, and of 
' ■ ' ■ • ' ' , ' - - ■„. ■ 

* Discourse I. on the Duties of an American Citizen. April, 1825.. ...... 

f Vide Emmons- I Emmons^, Tol, ii. pp. 304—5, 

I 
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pbtysical strengths These are the methods that av^;" nftighty through 
God, to the pulling down of strong holdsi casting dbw^ii itxiaginations, 
and ev6ry high thing [every thing aristocratical and despotic]- that 
exalteth itself against the obfedience of Christf 

And these peaceful weapons may he wielded, now, as in pMrnitive 
time^, i)y those who ate accounted the " filth and otFscouring of all 
things"— the " fag eiid of society "-i-" the misei-able multifeude^'r^" the 
rabble.'* Nor is it to be lak^n for granted that the gross ignoicaMce 
and error, the heartless barbarism and tyranny that now reign and 
riot in the high places of Rhode Island^ in her palaces and the learned 
.halls upon East Provif^ence hili-— thick, dense, dark, and impenetrable 

they may seem toi be^ are beyond the reach of thtese hestvenly-^ea- 
pons< Suffocated and degraded as humanity niust heeds' be,' under 
such ; a heavy ' pressure of woi'ldiiness arid wealth, of pedantry aind 
pride, let us never forget; that i t is humanit5^stiIl— :^tha|; the vital spark 
of immi5>rtality is yet there ; that the hriBath of omnipotent and dpv 
reign Merfey may yet kindle it Fartlrer from the kingdom of heavea 
it may indeed be, than publicans and hariotS'^-a mor0 discouraging 
field of missionary labor it may present^ than Bumah, or Hindostan, 
©r the Sandwich Islands, But i^r is nevertheless within the prd^ince 
of phristian exertion and Christian prayer^for "the field is the 
■Wrid^"\-'''-. •■■y^-. ■ ■■■■ ■ '-''y.^' '"J./^ ■ ; 

But let not Christian faith and enterprise be misdirected and Med, 
Let no friend of God and of humanity think of opposing the weight 
of a feathes^, or of a straw against this mighty stream of baptized 
atheism^ while he himself, continues to float down its current~to re* 
cognize its Christianity— to shake hands with it, at the communion 
table-^to sit under its teachings—^to countenance; its sanctimonious 
preterises. The admitted maxim that an ungodly ministry/ adhered 
to, inevitably drags down the flock to its own levels^ is full of signifi- 
cancy at this point. Adhesion can not be a dutyi-^can not be admis- 
sible, when it involves apostasy^and let no man imagine his own 
spiritual attainments a guaranty of exception, in his own ca^e/ ■ There 
is presumption, bordering on spiritual pride, in the attempted experi- 
ment.- , ■ , , . 

As there is only one way for Christians to preserve their integrity,; 
so there are only two ways for God to work out the world's redemp* 
tion: — to remove the despotisms that stand in the way of Christ^s 
reign."; „ ' ; ' • - ■ 

The one way is by that peaceful, Christian HEFORMATtoN, which 
involves^ of necessity, the withdrawal of Christian reformers from des*- 
potic ministers and churches, and. enlistment ^n the establishment 
and support of true and free Christian churches and ministers, in their 
stead, to be used as the heaven-appointed instruments of the world's 
reformationg and deliverance.* 

.'III ... w ,— — — .I. — I. — -■ ■^-..-l^— I.M ^ ■ ■I — W*^ — ..-..,^ — .^!..,,, .I.I.I. I „ ^ 

* Objection.-— But we are too few in numbers — too feeble in resources." 

Answer. "My grace is sufficient for £hee."— Not by rni^ht, norbysitrength, 
but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." " Where two or three arie gathered to- 
gether, in my name, there am I, in the midst of them." 
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*!fhe btiier way is % blod% EiEVOL^^^ " ierriol© tlujga 

^ iibi Yight6(^^^^^ ^hali swWp the eai th as VHl^ ftq? b^jsoi^^ 

titi<ucti([ih, and oVetfturii, ftii'ci^^^^^ deigpotisms that ^ta«d in the "vvcsy 



Th6 qiiestibn tO! l)e settled iii Uhod'e tsl£Hicl'---i'n' ngia)ad"-itin 

"l^^ia^ifi;' A;fi;i"c^ fee whole WqW^ tl^e ■n€!Wv^5K- 

Btilf^ tepdti^iii^,^^ shall be tertniiiaWi but 



^With 'thel real' 'Jrieiacis otta^ ^great •'^3£te^,l^ 

Icorinedteft wtth^ that liow 'e^islT^churchesj whiph;.ajte-vitt 

isupppjft)>f ' ^itespbti^ni^ ^aiiid 'op|)^^ion',;an^^^ sta:^icy, ^l3btK^ 'itt".th0i>di<stoh 
■'jdiidUn;1;he;,$t^ , J,'. , . ; .;''jv .I'vv' '-t,,' ^ 

^l^p • of j^majM^ig; qopiieQl^^^ .^^ll ' ;^i#?^i#^jf ^ 

agalnli ^ it; jhiere', .,af ^^.ijp: n^ii^?als);: Js.' .to:,^eciiii^^'n0i; bni^r-iti;; (ky<>p ; of 
^Ippstacy, 

" -On r isti an reader X 'BB0t : me(V(m^ ^^^cid^ %r hiojselfe ^^^^at-dew 
cisibh is yours t tte caiise of iiBerfy is tlie cause of -Wht^m 

Who is ibr peaceful^ Che^stia^^ R-EFottATioNf And* \^h'o 

the DRBADFUii ALTERNATIVE ? 

' ■ CONCLUSION. 

All who prize poUtical and civil freedom, (whether professors of re. 
Hgion or otherwise,) should understand distinctly that liberty can not 
be preserved without the active and all pervading presence of a liber, 
ty-inspirtid-r-a liberty-inspiring religion.-^A community without any 
religion a.t all—if such a thing were possible-— would be a soul-lesg 
community. And liberty, thp soul of humanity, could not live without 
its atmosphere. Still less could it live in the atmosphere of a false a 
despotic religion. The religion of a people whether it be spurious *or 
genuine, always controls them, and detertnines their poiitical as we|I 
as their eternal destiny. To suppose a free people clinging to the 
skirts of an ambitious, despotic, or servile priesthood, and listening 
with confidence to religious teachers, who apologize for tyranny, is to 
suppose an impossibility— a self-contradiction. The question of pre- 
serving our civil, political, and religious freedom, resolves itself in- 
to the question — What sort of religious teachers shall he sought after ^ 
and listened to, and followed, and ^patronised ? In what schools^ and 
under what influences shall our teachers of 9'eligion, themselves, he ed^ 
mated and trained ? 

All this, the story of Rhode Island makes manifest. It shows us 
too, that religious teachers, whose controlling influence no communi. 
ly ever escapes, are never neutral, (though in quiet times they may 
: seem to be,) on the great question of human rights. Whenever the 

13 
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teat conxes, they will show where they are, and range themselve® on 
one side df oft the othe^, WhereTihey belong. Tlie pretended neutraisi 
Wiii alv^a^is h6 fb^^^ on the side of oppiii^essioh. And just where; you 
find thehii, in te^ect to the Hibertie^ bf one race or eonipIesPion 
of nien, j«st th^re will yoa fiac( them in riesp^ct to tlie liberties 
of aitty other i^afse, 6r eoinplekipi? of men, whenei^er the pioper oppor- 
tttnity for te^tinp; th^^ presented^ Therd is no qipr^^^ syinpa- 
thy or Z(8al in the bi^asitis of our ministers of religion (in city or cbun- 
ti^^ in Rhode Mand^^c^^ put pf it,) iii behalf of the liberties of the mass- 
es of the common people of their own hue, and <^pnnec^^ 
oWii chtJrchesi at the M()?tfi, than therp^ behalf pf the masses,' 
of a diiFerejiit hup,; at the South'. C!omm6n sense iiaight have taugjjt 
lis that plain le^on; years sfgp. But <^pd, Who hW de^e^^^ 
atid ^hijbit the pharac^^ oi* all men^ hii^^^^^ and hojy 

prpvide^d^ tested Ihe^clsarac^^ of th^leading cfergy jm Ithidf^e Island, 
and their brethren in thp surrounding States, and shown where 
stand. *Phe test nei^t atto the jm^of^iM people titem^ 

those who prpf^*^ to iidltiei dt ledsty tHeir opTi ng!iisrmid (h^ 
mh fr^f^doMi, pi th^ knpw enciiign, and mll ttej^ ej^hibit faithfS^ 
iiess-:' ■■and;--self-de^ ■enough'''To- •■sEPARAqpE, ■s'HEiJis'Ei.i^Es-" Ai*;' ■'Aiiik' 

UNEmSy FROM 'ALL, RELIGIOTJS. TEACHERS ARE HEAETIIiY 3BI!^« 

mST^W 'j^'- a?HB^' CAUSE ■ OF/'uNlVEltSAL 'kt/kAl^.-FREj^ftOM ? " ^ 

|jresertation of their libbrdes Wiil be possible— but not ptherivi§e, diii. 
less by coNVTOSioNs that shall make the ear^ of him that hisai^tji if, 
to- tingle. . • ■■' " 
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Its t^e prececling ])^ge^i w0 have alMd^d now jindi jtheii to the 
Bis<i(mi'ses of Pre^ldestjf ^^Miijd, Jbiut have noticed their co»teifit;s pn^ 
ly wfee the ai^gument investigatioii iii which Jve were eopg^dr 
needed his testimonjr, or whea it seeh^ rebut his alleg^w 

tijcihs in respect to the matters thea under cqn^Jderation. Some fur* 
thfer Eotice of so distinguished a jsvriter will, jperliaps, he exp^pM, he^ , 
fore the subject is dismissed, Oiir reader^ will ^ish to know mor^ df ^ 
the positions he assumes, and of the,5^rguments he u^es, on topics .df 
so much importiance to the interests of htiwlaifr frieeddm. Our Umita 
wili iestrict us to a:ife^ we shall endeavor tc^ select 

some pf this most 'piomm^ , 

^ . «<,PH¥SACiE?iNG, Politics,!'* - 

j^ermms m pdUks from Presideiit Payland ! Sermons, tooi 1® * 
which he takes^iides in a pending politicai contest which diyidss th© 
Christian community where the preacher resides,— a contest in which, 
(at he tells us) « men who call themselves the disciples of the Lord J^- 
sus, and who partake of the elements of that body which was broken 
and of that blood which was shed for our sins" are arrayed ^n the 
side opposite to that which the preacher espouses. At the time of 
preaching and publishing his first serinon, it does not appear that these 
brethren against whom his arrows were leveled;, were regarded oth- 
erwise than in « regular standing"----or that aisy « steps of gospel dis- 
ipUne" had been taken in respect io them ; yet he publicly chargea 
th^m With " one of tlie gravest crimes thkt can ^ c^i^mitted against 
society"— the crime of treason. And ha ring exhausted his argument, 
he proceed^ to aild his knathemas: By itie authority and in the nam© 
of Ghrist, he assures them that unless they give up «^eir views of civ- 
iliiber^y/aad of political duty, and practically adopt bis own, th^y 
shall bedisowned by the Judge of all, at the last day.* Nor does ho 

* Having laid down by his exposition of Romans xiii. 1, etc. the doctrine of 
pSssive and implicit submissioa to existing governments, the preacher addsy-- 
"The laws which I have repeated to you are those which Christ has enacted. 
If you are his disciples, you must obey them, or he will declare, • I never l?new 
you.' You must choose, therefore^ in this matter, whom you will serve." Str- 
mon, p. 30. 
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■^iop:!ier^» 'Lest his preacbiog sboolcl ssem to 'lack the support of ego 
ample, lie miogles actively iis the political contest agaiast his brethreo/, 
And how aad where does the "legate of Ihe skies" do this? At th© 
polls? and.with his vote ? Not exactly : but in the military .mBkSj 
with his musket ! Lest his sermons should not su^ce to convince his 
Christian brelhreii; of theiir |)ditn^ try what virtu© 

there is 'ill powder-; aud- ball-!- - Ar imprsksionsAn some way, he is de^ 
termined to make. Of the earnestness aiid zeal of the preacher ther© 
,ean be no question. 

What- has bec.ome...c>f, "fthez-'dirty watei's of politics,"-"iipW:?' '•^0fthe 
.duty of ;6hristi^ns aiid ministers to stand aloof from fchemj lest their 
,piety should be soiled—their spiritaality/impaired--~the churches dis- 
tracted—their peace disturbed— the Holy Spirit gi'ieved— souls neg- 
lected^and. revi3^als,pf ^ j^^^ has become of 

:tlie maxini thata pr^a 
^aiid him crud^ 

sins of men iS; fi theme avi^^ the piilpit ^ shpuM be.desecrat« , 

.ed;f /. "Where a.re.;jiow9 thpse, f^.iiniitiitiQps^ ; 
.;Witli; ^y-jicii Pr^esifleni ' Way laiivf '''^.slb, wont '.'t0,..^mQtth^^^ .of ■:■ 

Chnsfian%';w^^ oiaj-thseij^atteM^ 
Mmfl:' '.'^ ^ ,' \ r.',.. ... \ 

'Inhis,%cpnidBi^^^^^ . 
reSectidn^ the. p ^oea noi appear to h^ye changed, his views ©JT 

the duty c)f political preaching, WHat shall we, m 
ilad President Wayland and ^he leading clergy, of the sate^ views, 
been leading their. Hocks ii> *iie \^rorig traick, all' the while they were 
urging, upon theni the Ghrif tiaii duty of abstaining, from politics^ and 
•fencing themselves vomd\.:With-:^^-MmUatwn£' that should £ astrict 
them from redressing^ at - the ballot-box^ the v/rongs of the pooi^'l ©s^- 
vdoes. political action become a^Christian duty only when, the usurpa« 
tipBs of the rich need support/? When, the rights of the pebple must 
. needs i be ;pu t dowii;?; ■ ■ ■ --^ 

^PATKIpIAN B?[JI-Pl!rS,.AWB CHU2CHES— A FICTVEUp BY PSESSDBOT 
■' ' ' ■ '; ■ , WAYLAND.. ' '■ / 

' la his secpnd,';discot2rspi, the. preapher ' vindicatess „at-some- lengths, th^ , 
duty of preaching politics, and there is a strain of confession, pasl 
.delinquencies,' mirigled' with the argupjent** ' In. the- .course, o^.. his'.^Si^, 
.jmarMsj wejiaveth^ 

" I am therefore obliged to confess that: the pulpit mosfc. be responsir, 
- Mej in partj'at .leastj.for hsuch of the •error Jhat'.has. initiated tb^.p^bli© 
miiido-»-The design/of the. ^ pjiMic mimstratioos!-., of relig,ion is to per-. 
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Did the preacher mean to confess as a fault, what he boasted of, as a meritj 
ia the beginning of his first Sermon on the politics of R. Island He then sai(3~^- 
^' All v/ho have ever known me w^ill bear' ime witness, that I have nev^r mingled 
ia the strife of politics. " Never, that I know of, have I uttered a syllable, either 
from the pulpit or the press, 8.1 %vhich men of any political party have taken etr 
eeption."'— Thign he must have done little to reprove political iaiqiikyj oi\ c^s 
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■ ssade . men^ to discbarge their, duties to ■ G.od-.and .each oth'SF^ , Hie 0¥° 
j4©i|ce/pf r.eligi,o)as'- character,, is .-fomid, not. merely in smtittimts^ of 
dsyotipi?j /biit . also in a life of piety,- charityij Jiistiqey iBiioceneQ aadl 
truth. ; If; we may believe the Mew. Testament, aside, ffom this praeti-. 
cal,(|e^eIo.pi|ieKtj .pvofessions,^ of :religion . are vaiii., asid hyp^cnticaL, 
,How..i'ara. ,constraioed io\ ,-copfess that both in mv preashiag and im, 
©ur^ other religipus teaching, the inculcati^oa of those tempers of heart 
^aiid of ihafe correspondiDg practice, which the gospel requii-esy. has heeii 
greitll- neglecte^^^ We have insisted on the necessity of certahi ppir«. 
itual exercises, while the necessity of a holy and virtuous life, aa^h.e 
vfruit of those exercisesj la^iid the proof of their existefjce, has beeis sisf^ 
ifexed to fade from our recpUectioR,"-r-~,« And hence it has sometime?- 
..<jome to be believed that morai; and yeligious charactqiv haviug; 
BO lirinciples in .conimoB^ may be divorced from each other. One maia 
asserts that religion has jiothing to do with the r^^ of his pas- 

sionsj- — another that it has nothing to do with his businesSj—^atid aa« 
otbei' that it has nothirig to do with his politics. Thua while" the mapf; 
professes 0. religioB wh^ch oblige^, him to, serve God in every thing, b©: 
declares that whenever pbedience; would interfere with his cherished' 
vicess be will npt serye God, at all.r— Aodl grieve to say that th^ 
pulpit has failed to meet such sentiments at the threshhold, with Its 
sterp and iincompromising rebukei. : From fear of the reproaches of 
me!\ falsely , professing godUnes^^^ it has been silent when it ought 
have spoken out plainly i—A man may be, mean, or even dyionest iss 
his deaiingSy or hp aiay be reckless about his word, or he may indulge 
in unhallowed passions,; or he m^y pursue a thousand cpurses at' vari- 
ance with the Christian ch^racterj andr yet, if he have occasional ssa- 
son$ of devotion, and hold firmly to the doctrines which are prpfesssd 
. by his church, he may attend the sanptuary sabbath after sabbath, find 
: too frequently h^ar nothing which.shan arouse him (rom. his spiriiual 
^delump. Men are told how they tnnstfeel, but not how they must 
isq^, and the resuitj ia many cases, is that a raan^s belief has but an un- 
certain and transient effect upon his practice."-— ~« Now the evils re- 
sulting from this partial declaration of the doctrines of revelatioHj ar© 
manifold. The standard of morat chardcterr among professors of 
MgioUi may thus even sinkhelow the level of the comraunity. around ihemt.^ 
Theii_ cease to he the tight of the world'-^H'dy motQ ; their actions ara 
pleaded as an apology for the wickedness, of otheii meni MmQe the ; 
light ihal is in tliern hecomes darkness. And again,, the moral pSect of . 
the religion of Christ is the great evidehce, to mankind, of its divine ao^> 
thority. If no such effect is produced, men with much apparent rea«. 
soRj deny its claims to such an authority." 

WHOSE IS THE PICTURE 

Eemarkablev statements these ! Astounding- developments L Is it- 
possible that, they come from the pen of President Wayland T, It m- 
even-so,! :' And they, justify, all that even President Green, has 8aid,iiu,. 
Ms;. obnosious sermon, miit\i&i. .^.^Iniqmtif and a Meeting'^, ! Wk&A 
have the faaaticai; advocates of human yigh'ts eve? said of . lh© eondi^^ 



tidaof ihs churches aBcl mioistryby_ wliorB'tlig ckims fliiidameaf si ' ' 
•iiKoralitj.'aad of %heV wrooged 'poor aro overlooked^ . that goes ' bej^oed' 
■these concessioBs. of Pres. Waylaiidl'-'Tlie facts'he recordsp aiid sho; 
seiitimeiits he 'atpressdsy are identical with ' the' "-^^iidiaritabie deaim" 
ciations'^ of .the abolitionists [ lia only on'6 spot .op'the caovass, co^ild;' 
the colors of the picture have been brightened by the boldest pencil 
among them. Fi-esideiit Waylaad inight said, atid said trulyj 
that many- of ihe pulpits he desciibes as hayiiig lkil<ed io rebiike the he- 
resies he exposes^ have been forward ia ; the mdnufactute and propaga^ 
tioii ot them. Who, amb'tag the men in the churchesy falsely pro«. 
fessing godliness," and through « fear'' of whom the prophets, (as 
President Yv'ayland assures lis,) have become as dumb dogs--- Whoj 
amoHg theni, we demands ever drearned of as many sophisticp.1 methods 
of 'divomng their feligion from their activities and relatioK^j ^^nd 
thi'amBg s'ff pi\^^Umiting^^ the ^^ responsiUliiies^^ connected ;With thems 
as are' to befound in the '* 'LikiTAi'ioi?fs" of . President Way.iand WhQ ' 
does not know that this is the standing text- book oF the false pro- 
fessors'^' whom^ the\Fresident so: correctly desc^^ ' 

The preacher must have witnessed 5o;??etc;7iere, the picture he has 
.di'awn. Where could it hjiv^ been, if not in the churches whose min- 
isters bid them stand aloof frbm the dirty politics" of " relieving the 
oppressed, and executing judgment between d man and his neighbor 
What cities, more sigiiaTly thian of Ehode Islaijd, have been un- 
der the influence of such preaching ? And what churches, more com- 
pletely than those where the Thanksgiving Sermons of Drs. Tucker 
and Wayland. were delivered, and where they weje acceptable to t% 
leading members ? Mis own lise of the conie^sionary terma\« tee*' 
and « 02ir," in his account of the defective preaching censurisj 
bears testimony not to biS mistmderstood, on this point. But dii 
it keveri .pfeeur to 'the preacher that the defective teaching he de- 
scribes must have been most effective on those who most con fide4 ia 
it^? And were not these' his own partisans ? And did he not see that 
the picture he has drawn, fihd^ its most distinct and glowing ori^ina! 
in the very scenes that and iAe^^^the preacher and his hearersj 
were, then enacting 1 in their violent and lawless outrages upon hu- 
man rights, and their impious Thanksgivings" for their rnigodlf to V 
u^mph oyer €onstitutioha| «* law and order V\ The nation and poster- 
ity wili' see this, if the preacher iand his hearers did not. And the bad 
.©^ects<)f the now prevalent mode of, preaching wifl be read in the poll-. 
•iicaLhistorjr of Rhode Island. ' ~- 

' mpoETArf!? ..coisrcBSsioNs. ' , • . 

The concessions of the Sermon, are neverthelese cheering. They 
-show that the light pf truth can not forever be shut out from the 
American cliurches. It has to be admitted that religion has some- 
thing to do mihpoUiics, after all— that " civil difficulties" have to ba 
discussed in sermons^that defective religious teachings lead to wicjk- 
ed pbliticai practices--that the Bible asid its teaching^ have to bs 
sought after, before political disputes cse be properly adjusted— aayp 
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■Biore.than >1iis,4l!Ety in such easess the -righteous a^/ards of the Sua! 
•■judgraeiit' are not infrequently suspended upon the rectitude of men's 
decisions I; ., Solemn, asj'd startlmg -truths, these ; truths thai shall; yei' 
make' heartless statesmen quake,, and- cover the' faces'of their clerical' 
'.parasites with ■ coofusionj, ' Truth^' too,' that shall introduee more scrip™ 
tura! tests iiito our churches than bow prevail, when evidetice of re- 
ligious character" is sought after, and it is to be decided whether mea's 
^^professions of religion are liy'rtocritieal and tain*^^ In ail thisy as 
well as in preaching politics, the friends of righteous governmeBt^aKd 
equal liberty can not fail to remember that they have the saactioB 
and authority of President Wayland. 

■ '<*OtrT.OB' '•Tkli«fB\OWlC->tOITTH W&W%, JljDGjB' THEE,'^- , _ 

To the law and to the testimony, then, and let not Fresident Way- 
land and his partisans shrink from the screli'ny. The MIGII'!!' and 
WkON0 of the case, are, of cohrse, the pivots of the argumeetatioBj, 
in this Rhode island controversy, if the judgment day, (as the |irea€h- 
er assured his heai-ers,) is to defermine, by Its iwful verdict, the dei- 
tiny of human soufs, in apcdrdance with the I'eetitudb of their ;decis« 
ions. All this nitt^t b§ trucj unless the adjurationjof the Sermon be a 
m6r0 " flourish of rhetoric"^aa .uii worth artifice~a pious fraud—- 
a breath of bombast^a Sace^^^ 

We had a right to expect,, then, that: in approaching the discussionj 
President Way land would enter minutely and correctly into th^fact^ 
of the case, and bring theih to the test of those changeless pHwcxj^^^ of 
eternal hectituds by which all human actions are to be tried . But 
did' he do this ? Or did he show plainly thut he dared not encWnter 
su'di;a test, after all ?'■',. ' y' ' '■' 

T/i«s MfficuJiyidiS you are all aware, (says the }:)reacher) arose wp- 
oSi the question 6f sufege»" Haying described the existing restric- 
tions in thp exercise of this right,. and being sensible, as he afterwards 
informs us, tMt this restriction " gave rise t6 odious and un&ind' com- 
parisons," aad that « the represeutation had bef/ome palpably tine- 
qual,^'~-he nevertheless adds, in.respect to ;the siiffrage laws—-" with 
the wisdom df this provision, I haYe nbthiiig to di. A very able ar» 
guraent might easily bt made -t^ut on either side, of the question.'^ 

If "the fear of the Lord is the beginning of >j^si^o??i" — It jmtice 
and wisdom, where huraaii rights are concerned, be one itnd the samoj 
then President Wayland (so \iQ it\\&' UB) ]wJ nothing to elo with the 
RpHT;..or thie^ WRONG of the question on which « the diilicuky 
arose !" On iJ^ls point (the very turning point of the whole contro« 
versy) he would be thought to be still in doubt ! :k very able grg(3« 
ment, he think% might be made, on either side of the question. WhB 
daims of ACRES ■on;the;one-ha.nd, .a,nd of HUMAN MATO-EB^ on 
the other, are_ so .nearly balanced,, in hj-s raind, that, withal!- his phib^ 
so^hieai acumen, snd ethical skilf^ and- theological .lorey aiid Biblies! 
erudition,, the , learned jnstructor of ■:a divided community^ has - foond 
himself utterly/isnable to uiti at any satisfactory coaciiisioii, hM 
io the EI<S-HT, of the cassg " opoa which this di'lScBlty, ^tm%'^ hB pre- 
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tends to know mihing it'ioiit it ! He " has iit>thiiig to dq^* with it ? 
He spares himself the trouble of the inquiry-^the iiiconveiilewce of 
takirig a manly position, oii the side of the trW md thQ right ^ ^ h© 
has foand out, neverthelesi^, by -some process; on whicsh side the cleri- 
catl ^DTATHEMA MARAWAi'irX IS to be placedi atnd mth all due 
aisd stsiteiy sdemnity doe» he pronounce it ! ; 

,i "From.such apqstleg/ ph ! ye ir^^^ 
' Preserve the t^htirch J ajtid lay n^^^^ 
' Oil skulls that can not teach, and wiU not learn." 

iTo have ha^ an opinion on the moral merits of th<5 question upon' 
■which hQ had so zeMously taken sides, pulpit-wise, and musbet-^^sop 
niight haye beesn^omdwhat: m to Fresidfent ^ayland, Just 

at th^t ^ime. if heffiad d^dided the deliciafc que^ favor of itho 

light of free suffi'age, ho w/could he excuse the conce^sibn, to hi^ mil*, 
ijificetti: patrons^ who h^d SO long and so gtVenuously maintained the 
<>^posite position I |4nd tiio^^ p^^^^^^ habit, as he tells , us, (p. 6^ 

had alw^vys beei:i not to " i>tter Vsyllabl^^ 0ithe?j' from the pulpit or the 
pre^s, af whiek 

tion !^']; should he vindicate himseifand thjem, in the present 

struggle t And how would l?e niake the chargse of treason and 
aiiarchy against the peopl0» for Only asserting and maintaining their 
hmven'Conf<ei're& rights f . /' V , . . 'i •, .. ' : ' „-.^ ; 

;On the other hand, iif he openly and uniarabiguot^^^ 
of' suf^'ager how should he and his iii^nds ^^^^^ cur^ 
rent pretense that every bbdy is in favor of free siit|rage in J^hod© 
Island t And how would it agree with his statement, [p,: 6^| that his 
own opinion has alWays beisn ia favor of the extOnsipn of the suf- 
frage? ' ' r'.; ,'v:V ■ ^ 

Does any pno m^rVel how £i neufrali or hesitant positions; on siich a 
point can be maintained iet him compare the Elements of Jilojs;* 
al Science''^ with the " Ijimiiatldns of Huoian KesponsihiUly,^^^ Mb 
balance master need be at a Toss, who can wifeld implements like thwigO, 
He has only to throw one of the books into each sc^ate,^aiid he^ m^ 
« smile delighted with the et0rnal pois6.'^ 

.^ EVASION^** POINl' no: l*OI}NT.'*^, \ ' 

But President "^avliand would havo it that a;. neW is^tie i& nbW 
formed. That the qttestion is ?2or whether the peddle sire entxtlM tt? 

svfffage, but whether a majority of thenr have a nght tc^ i0^^ 
tM governTit^nt withoutt leave of the Charter Assembly. ' Biit how do^s 
that alter his position ? Who ckn help seeing that the distiactiofef'ia 
" a diierence ? That the decision of th^ laiiter question innst 

npon the decision of the fornii^l'f That^ if the people 
a right to the guffi*age> then they have a. right to a gOveMmei^t 
shall maintain that righ t ? That thfe right of suSi-age im;i»iiet a^d 
includes the right to remodel the government at pleasm*^ 
right of tho individualis the right of the mass Of indlvidM IfhWii 
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as the Jifs£ qnestiohf (that of the right of i^ufFrage) is decide(3, f3o thqi 
sepond questibn—if it be anather—-(the question of the l ight of organ- 
izing a govm'riment^ 

The le?irried teacher who « has notlmg to d(o" with the first question^ 
ought, in , decen to seal his lips, on the second, or he ought not to 
eKpect his ijepis^ latter question, should be accovinted trust- 

worthy, tilt he has sati«^fied himself in respect to the former. 

To evade tei^, it^^^^^ to assunie (hat the matter of suf- 

ifrage IS altogether a question of expediency, and not of right. And 
1^ will follow that the mafter of popular sovereignty is a question of 
expedieheyi and wot of right. Theii comes the conclusion that the 
question >vheth6r th^ majority of the people of Ehode Island should 
a^ei't and exercise so^^^ power, was a question of expediehcyj 
and not of right ! And how, on this principle, will President Way- 
land, or 4hy body else, guilt of moVal wrong upon them^ 
%v doing as they hiye <ione ? And where is the moral warrant for 
chaining 6n them crime, ^ra^^^ high treason ? , :^ 

But the truth is-^Presideht Wajrland does decide, strongly, against 
the n^^^ of free suffi:age, flfs a right, iafter all, whatever expressions 6f 
doiibt he m^y sometinies make, and notwithstanding he somfetiraes ad- 
mitis |;hat it would have been better for the oligarchy to have granted 
it, giasiouslyj long ago, and so saved themselves all the anxiety and 
trouble of the contest. , 

The right of suffrage- is denied^ Wayland when h© 

«f blushes" to think that those who have pertinaciously refused it, for 
half a century V and who, until within a very short time/* regarded 
-the wVble radvetnent in its favor " a farce" and «< took no notice" of 
it, have, for that cause, beeii represented as " despotis." He does so, 
when he affirms that uiidisr the Charter " government, every man has 
been most perfectly protected," and enjoyed the most perfect liber- 
ty/'«w-^p. Oiyajjd wheh h^ instance has ever beeh adduced, 

so fa^ as i; have been iiifoi'med, of any oppression or Irijustiee which 
bias occurred undb' it." [the Charter. 1 (p. 12.) 

If the people had a; n^^r to the sufbage, then, in being deprived of 
it, they 'w6re deprived of their rights, and instead of being "pi^otect- 
ed" in them, te^e oppressed, and despoiled of them. The act Was 

iiijusticei" arid Ithis a'ctors: were « despots"— otherwise^ words have 
•iio meaning.:';:'.-: ':-^-[ 

■ ^Tkli; PREAdB^ LIBERTY, AND THE I»Ebpr.E's. KtbiaT^S,. 

It may be wpr^^ while to linger a little, just at this pointj and as- 
/certain, if we jcanj how m liberty, if any, such religiot^s teachers 
as Presi^ei^t thipk the people may claim as theix Jnhprf^nt 

^r^^^-rhow much,, they, themselves, as, preachers of ngktemskess^ 
will exhort the men in, power to recognize and protect. 

Itcan not be the right of stfjfrage. it can not be the right of trial 
by a jury of equals, or peers. It can hot be the independent right to 
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sue, m a court of justice, without leave and assistance of some mem'o- 
her of a superior and privileged caste, wheia lie is wrphged!.; If caii 
liot be the right to repreaentation, in, the iegi|Iature by Whom he is 
governed, and by whom he is taxed and required to jfierform services 
for the State. It can not be the right of peaceful and orderly sojourn 
and residence in any town in tlie State "where ii Iiket(i him' be^^^^^ 
without leave of the landholders residing in tlikt town, with th^ir 
est sons. It can not be in the right t<i vote for the ra6n by^ w^^ 
;vfiirs are declared, in #hich th^y shkU be called ijpbn to shoulder their 
mtfskets.. It caii not be the right to choose judges arid officers, in aU 
th0ir gates, to rule the people Ayith just judgmeiitVf For the majority 
of the pe6pfe <)f Rhode Island ai'e, and have bieen deprived of all tfe^ 
rig^h^s, and President Wayland " blushes" to thinis that those who with- 
hold them, hav0 be^ii accounted desj)^^ , : 

But why dwell on items like |hese ? We have before us Resident 
"^ayl^nd's grateful :ackn,ci!wledgments to thos^ of pur felld^^^^^ 
who periled their lives in support of liberty ^a^^^ laii^''--~(p, iOV) that 
is, the ^* liberty and law" that consists in th6 forcibte exti 
of theserights !-^" Rhode Island" he thinks " will long have occasion 
to remember them with gratitude." (p. 11.) Arid we have before usy 
; his secon<i sermbni of Thanksgiving, for the suppression of " Gonsti- 
tutioiial law" " by a lawless soldiery"— the establishment of " no law 
but a suppression; of all l&w V^ Bmde Imam^^ 
vocabulary must meaii spmething besides the majority of the people^ 

" The representation had become palpably 2««egiMar' says the teachers, 
•—but then, " ev6ry man has been most perf^ctly ^protected;"— " No 
Instance of any oppression or injustice has occurred !" Those in 
, power, who will not correct these inequaiffcies; aye not despots I What 
sort of dictionaries' and ethical writings are in u^e at Brown ¥niver- 
sity, we are at loss to conjecture. : When Webster would define tine' 
quaii he has to say, it is^^ partial, not furnishing equivalents to 

the different parties*" He connects the word with " inequitable, ini- 
quitous !" And when God, in the Bible, would deny the injustice and 
despotism of government, he declares that bis ways arfe not une" 
qml. The Charter Goyernment of Rhode Island^ it seems^ must he 
defended from the^ charge of despotism, by a different process. 

The zeal of our author, however, in his defense, is untiring — Ms 
ingenuity uriequaled; Witness the following : (p, i^.) 

*« It is however, proper to remark, that under it [tiws Charter] this 
State has enjoyed unexampled prosperity." [And doubtless the people 
were made for the <S?a^e— the landocracy /] "The people of Rhode 
Island," he continues, " whether voters or not, felt an honest pride ire 
possessing the oldest form of social organizsition existiisg in any parC 
of this riew World, from Labrador to Cape Horn. No instance has 
ever been adduced, so far as I have beein informed, of any oppression, 
or injustice which has occurred under it, A form of social orgainiza- 
tion which has maintained this character for one hundred and eighty 
years, in the midst of a people proverbially jealous of their ?ightsj 
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could not, surely, contain any element essentially unfavorable to Ubv. 
erty.** In a niote to this paragraph, President Wayland intvoduces 
the testimony of Mr. Bancroft, who says, in his history of the Uni- 
ted States—;^" The Charter government, constituting, as it then seerneds 
a true democracy^ and establishing a political system^ which few, fee.« 
sides the Rhode Islanders themselves, believed to be practicable, is stili 
in existence," <&z;c.i, &c. " The government which was hardly thought 
to cmtuin checks enough on the /power of the people to eiidure among 
shepherds and farmersj protects a dense population, and a widely ex- 
tended commerce. No where in the world, ham life, liberty, and prif" 
perty heen safer than in B. Isl^n^^ Bancroft, VoL ii. p. 64." 

Who can resist eloquence iike this ? Or who will doubt, henceforo 
ward, the ample liberty and protection of the Rhode Islanders under 
their Charter i': 4*i<^> liotwithstanding their jRfty^years' struggle, \vh© 
'will question that the entire mass, « whether voters or not"-— the 
reckless Dorr party" and all, <« felt a natural pride," (as doubtless do 
the laborers in this South « whether voters or nnt^) in the antiquity of 
their fetters ? The preacher must commiserate their chagrin on re- 
Siectiijg, as perheips they thay, on the superior antiquity of the " forms 
of social organization which have been maintained" in Hindostan, in 
Burmah, on the Giiinea Coast, ahd in China 1 And had not the 
South Americaris thrown off the Spanish yoke, the people there, might 
have ou^boasted President ^^W What a touch- 

ing appeaipuroi^torw if requisite, to the sCrfs 

and peasantry (*« Whether voters or not !") of Prussia, of Austria, arid 
of Poland ! How opportune that the naughty Constitutionalists of 
Rhode island should have .had the benefit of his pious hints on their 
blindness in not preferring the «w%m% of a government to its recti' 
iude^n^ freedom ? Can they doubt (the Gharterists^ plainly, do nc^) 
thajt the greatest defect of the Charter go vernmerit is its want of chicles 
enough uponthe power of the people ?" Will they not believe thst they 
have a " pure democracy*' when " Mr. Bancroft, the historiaa of tho 
United Statesj very explicitly** tells them sot Or rather, when he 
tells them (what President Wayland seems to consider the same 
thing) that their fathers, 180 years ago, had, "as it£hen seemed, a 
pure democracy ^" And will not every l>ody believe* on the testimo- 
ny of; Mr 6 Ban^Jroft, or President Wayland, or .s^me body else, that 
the government of ,S. Carplina is, or once ''seemed" (no matter 
which) " a pure democracy," and therefore the entire population, 
" w:hether voters or not" are perfectly " safe, in life, liberty, and pro- 
perty," and ar§ contented with their condition, and "proud" of their 
ancient goyerntnent ? , 

It is easy to see how much, and what sort of liberty the people of 
tho United States will have, when the public sentiment sliall hav® 
been moulded by the teachings of such ministers of religion as Presi- 
dent Wayland. 

* The italicisings are taken from Pres, Wayland's pamphlet, and they show 
that he endorses the statements. 
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^ijace tbe argument drawn from the antiquity thei C!|^fe g^ 
«rp^ne|it, with its ^''patpaUy mi^q^aV^ provisions^ hias fjeeiJ 
hiought forward, it sfioiiid noi fail to yemvej, from iiitdiig^iJit, 
nqt fiom ajprovqrbially jealous) c.ommumty, t)ie ^erj^o^^; KfilW^ 
it mSt^. ' Shall meii in power he thus taught ^hat a s^c(^0^ pfji^r 
petuatlon of their wrow^^s ^ha))^ in t^ become their gU^ijiianty 
i^<b%x mnction ? While Go4 has sc^id thai he wilt «i yi^ijfc tlie in^q,ui« . 
ties of the fathers upon th^ children, unto the third and foiirth gpiier- 
ation of them that hate him/' (^i^d show their hatred : h| pRRKessing 
his poor,)---thsit he wiU make the jafe^^^ gQnevatk>ps responsihle^^f^^^ 
ftuhlic wrongs of their predecessors which they had witise^s^e^ 
imitate and repeat'— ifas He hrpught upon the; gen^ratiipn m 
time ail the I'ig^^^ the days of rAbjeUr^^^ the 

ministers of reiigipn, whose business it is to ^eacA thi^ fearful triithj 
f sparse it I Shall |:hey , plead the venerable antiquify of co^fpsseply 
« unequal'* arrangemerits, as a palliatipn of their wicltejdne^s ? ^^:all 
they foster a wicled « pyide" in theni t 0hali they >virtually tell a^^ 
injured people, that , because their *^proverhiallj Jealous'' ances^^^ 
have submitted for an hundred and eighty ye^'p,, .they :haye^ ti^e^r^tpre;, 
ibi^it^d their rights? :h s 

. Who dpes npt see that sHch teachings natijratly ^mbpMen Ppjjre^^p 
ors, whii^e* at the same time they insult and madden the oppressed I 
The Chartenst who listened tp this serm^ cpuld not hu^ infer tha^ 
the people might, j^yith impunity^ be despoiled of their rights, becaua© 
iheir fathers had been, hefere them, and that the preacher was rep.dy^ 
on that ground, to denounce the , assertion of their rights, as rebellioa 
against God And the suffrage men could not fail to perceive, tha,t hy 
ibis rule, their jpre^ew^ acquiescence would be made an argument and 
a Wr against their own, or their children's s^empnstrances in fv^iire^ l 
And thus,, both parties were incited to ' the deadly encounter. This 
prie paKj,graph is sulSicient to account for the second military dencion. 
stration ^ Rhode Island. One such sermon were enough to embroil 
any State Vbere such palpably unequal" regulations obtain, ap ar® 
there .'witnessed, ^ : 

•' ■ ■ ' ■ ^ iNviwPvB-iiiJ ar6Ttments,---.i>espPtism ,i>isPBOVE:i)o ■ ■ 

But our learned\uthor will not consider himself confuted, merely 
1)ebduse iUs made evident that his do6t^^^^ are inconsistent with hu- 
mkkltibeTtyi Kot atall ! So he seem^ to tell ns,^ p^^^^ 
and with an air of no little self-complacency and triumph. See his 
tot Sermon, pages 39j 40. J 
" I may be told this is new doctrine, and restrictive of liberty, t 
reply, it is no newer than the times of the Apostles, and it is just as 
restrictive as the Holy Spirit himself has made it." [Then cpraes the 
anathema, as before quoted, and which we need not repeat.] 

That his doctrine is comparatively mw in this cmniry^ md at van- 
■MncQ with the doctrine of Pur revolutionary fathers, he doss not denyo 
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f i^rhapsj he thought his argume^t^ so weighty that all good ChnstiaiA 
people would have to yield their assent^ apd reUyi^^ 
iB pr^er remain Ciuistiaps ! Let us ex^ihiiie a few of the^e ar- 
gqtjQienits.;' ■ " .' ' ' ' ■ 

Iji disproving the despotisnnis pf the R. Island Chayterists^ tlie fp|« 
19^111^ passage 9ccurs ; aind frpm tlie wid^ circulation it has obtained 
as ,ai|i extract, in the piipers^ both political and religious? we cpiicludp 
it is counted amon^ the most eloquent and forcible appeals pf the Ser* 
moju Speaking of the city of Proyidehce, the Jireacher s^axrs i ' 

^* 1 -never knew a, community in which the deserving poor were so 
immediately relieve^ or where a desire for the good of the whole was 
more universally diffused, liCt any one come among us, and look 
around upon the monuments of our patriotism and social feeling; By 
whom was that Atheneum founded, and so endowed that,for a trifling ex- 
pense, its literary treasi^.res are' at the command of every citizen among 
us T Who are the warmest frieB|ds of our common schools, and wh6 , 
have been the nipst zealous to carry intellectual and moral cultivation 
to every bosom and every fire-side ? Who are the men, that in times 
of public distress, and.of pecuniary pressure, have been most ready^ by 
their advice, their endorsements and their loans, to relieve the em- 
barrassedj and to assist the failing ? I blush to say, it is the very 
men who have been dertounced as tyrants and oppressors. And this 
has been done, must I gay it ? Or at least it has been counteanced and 
.^betted, by men who (jall themselves the disciples of the Lord Jesus, 
^ who partake of that body which was broken, and that blood which was 
shed for our sins, and who profess to be cultivating in their hearts the 
temper of an holy heaven. [First Sermon, p, 25.J ■ 

We shall have no occasion to discredit the fidelity of the jpicture 
{here (Irawn, We jwz^ft* shade it a little, to be sure, if we chose, bjr 
iplacing it by the side of that o^/ieApicture, (of the pulpits and churches 
.in Fro vidence,) drawn by the same pencil, which we have already 
transferred to pur columns. If any discrepancy should be reiparked, 
on comparing them with each other, the author shpuld perhaps have 
the benefit of his own hint, that " the standard pf moral character" in 
a " surrounding cPmmunity" may npti in all cases, sink so Iqw as ip 
those churches where the members may be " mean ur even dishbiiest 
in their dealings^-^may " pursuie ai^pMsawc? courses va- 
riance wtt^^^ Christian character*'-Trpay priactically declare that 
^< wheuever obedience would interfere with [their] bherishe^ yio^s, 
[they] Will pot serve God, at all"— and yet, « sabbath after sabbath, 
too frequently hear, of ^n^^ which shall arbuse them from their 
spiritual delusion." 

Admittihg, however, that all the Charferists in Providence are all thait 
Dr. Wayliand describes them to be, in this ^ng-^^er picture of his$ and 
that none of the Constitutionalists can come in for a share in the cr®" 
dit df these liberal and patriotic doings, what does it prove? How 
does it meet the claims of the disfranchised ? How does it provp thai 
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they are not wickedly despoiled of their inalienable rights I And * 
that those who deny them their e^cercise, are not tyrants ? 

"The representation had become palpably, unequal," says Presi- 
dent Wayland. Is it equalized by the ^stablishraent of the f VovidencG 
Atheneum ?, The giving alma to the poor 1 The endorsement of 
tradesmen's notes ? Has Iqhn T^^eX started i^p ^s fresh from his 
gr£l;ve as though Luther had never iiv^dj to preach over agpn, in the 
aame of Holy Mother Church, |he old doctrine of comnjutai^ions and 
indulgences ? A 6rime, herSf to be expiated by a virtue, ffiere ! And 
And by a virtue, too, which is summarily coniprehended in this fi^^^^^^ 
secondr-^last-^great command of priestly artifice—^** money-r^MOHfiEY 
•^MONEY ?^ The giving of money is doubtless a Christian duty. 
But can it purchase the forgiveness of sins ? Or can it prove that 
they have never been committed ? 

And so the disfranchised majority of the people of Khode Islaiji? 
, have not been, and ai^ not robbed of theU* rights, because the citizens 
ot £*romdenee have been furnished (no I but " for a trifling expense'f 
they ^cf^ he !) with the literary treasuries of an Atlieneumvl ' 

Tho operatives of Wooiisocket and Pawtucketj of Natick and of 
Ark wright, and (he younger sons of the landholders, : all over the 
State, were not permitted to vote^ But there was « no injiistice'*--- 
Bo « oppression"-~no tj^ranny^-^in tkat f For why ? The good 
people of Providence have established a public library, and the rich 
have contributed more than those who were Moi rich ! There's a, les- 
rfson of " Moral Science," from a learhed College Presidentivworth ie^ 
^«jembering'.!-.' ■ . ^ - ' ^ 

The shoe-makers and hod-can^iei^, and cartmen and plowmen, ail 
oyer the State, claimed the right tp be represented in the government 
tfiat taxed them, and drummed them into the ranks of the military^ 
And (" mw5? I say it ?*^) they insisted upOn this as their 
withstanding the JProvidence capitalists had endoraied the notes of 
their (Customers, and de^pendents, and hangers-on, aiid eulogists, at the 
;B£irik ! Proof positive that they were ^' ignorant and abandoned men, 
purged bh to treason !" 

Some of these men went so far as to say that those who wii^i^el^dl 
from them their God-given rights, were " tyrants a^id oppressors"-— 
in oth^r \Vords^ that those who did. wrong were wrong-doej's-— at least, 
ihey " countenanced and abetted" the men who said this ^-—patroniz- 
ed their papers, and listened to their speeches, and yet " called tliem. 
selves the disciples of Christ— preparing for a holy heaven" ! Tru- 
3y ! The churches must be purified from such membe^3 r 

And evi&s the patrons of common schools have been " denounced as 
grants and oppressors" ! - At this rate, the Autocrat of Prussia, 
whose common schools, (though carefully managed in such a manner 
as to shut out the obnoxious dogmas of equal rights,) are the stand- 
ing admiration of om Uteratt^-^ttie king of Prussia, .we sa3r, will 

* Patrician patronage, and consequent supervision of common schools, by the 
|)yej is not always the certain evidence of a solicitude for popular liberty. The 
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perhaps be charged with despotism, by and by, merely because he dof s 
iiot perliiit freedom of speech Jjind of the press on? moral and poiitical 
subjects ! Ariel those who make the charge will even claim to be 
Christians! tlorrible to think of ! And then, an edition of Piesi. 
dent Wayland's SernioD, will need to b^ published in the language of 
Berlin«perhaps of Warsaw and St. Petersburg f edition might 
be useful in England^ too, if it could convince the fleeced and plun- 
dered operatives, (" proteded'^-^to absolute starvation I) that gra« 
ciousty distributed ALMS is ample compensation for the wicked vio- 
latipii of their RI&HTS f Consolatory doctririe^, these, for the 
<5* proverbially jealous'* people of Hhode Island !* 

; « Thie present 0rand Duke of Tuscany, Leopold IL, is beloved by 
his subjects. He does Ktot atloiti tliem powtioaIi Sights ; but he tries 
to prepare for them literarIt AMUSEMENTSr" So writes the travel- 
iDg correspondent of the New York Observer. The Grand Duke is 
k shrewd politician, and doubtless has his accomplished literary de- 
pendants, to counsel and applaud h^^ . 

Be tHis as if may, no citizen of JProvid^ncOi it is to be charitably 
|)resuined, after having been enlightened by Presldeiat Wayland's 
Sermoni will ever be so wicked as to claim the inalienable rights of a 
MAN, and to lisp the suspicion that fhos^e who withhold them are fe- 
jjo^ so long as he has occasion to jpe^q^ a loan^' fvom a. Char- 
teristjf to send a child to school, to p^ep iiito the Providence^lftee- 
ra, or to be training hinaself « for a holy heaven''^ in one of those 
c^iMfcte, in which the standard of moral character, among professors 
of religion may sink below the level of the community arod^ 
without hearing any thing froni the pulpit, " which shall arouse [them] 
from [their] spiritual delusion." [Second Sermon, page 23c] 

Such are President Way land's proofs that the Charter authorities of 
H. Island are not tyrants. From th^ nature of the argument and the 
tone of his second Sermon, (July 21st») we infer that the proof is sup- 
posed to cover the whole ground, and to demonstrate that there was no 
despotism in « the Suppression of all law," by a " lawless soldiery'^ in 
Hhode Islafidv For all was done by "order," and with the aid and 
sanction of the men whose liberality, we are told, proves they are not 



king of Prussia understands his game. The common school is as necessary to 
him as the state church is to the crown of Eogland. And the people of Massa- 
chusetts have occasion to remember the successful attempt to introduce the fun- 
damental dogmas of despotic governments into their common schools, in the 
shape of a ^* Political Class Book." 

* A people proverbially jealous of oppression/" are " proverbially" made so^ 
by liaving been "proverbially " oppresses. Witness the poor people of Ireland. 

t We should like to be told how it can be made to appear that the loan of mo" 
neij^ at a fair interest^ any more than the bale of goods, at a fair profit, proves that 
a mian is hot a political despot % If the borrower is to be' servant to the lender, 
as completely as Pres. Wayland's argument supposes he ought to be, the friend® 
of freedom have a fresh illustration of the beauties of tne boasted " credit sys- 
tem." Heaven bless and guide the hard-handed and independent working men 
of Rhode Islandj arid preserve them from having endorsed notes at Banki 
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tyrarita ! Ktid it was ** after rising as one matt^* in the idnterpri^^^ 
that they came together for ** thanksgivings/' aiid to talli of «* th^ in- 
trepidity and slall of bur commanders, 

iiaray^ to bersiirei (as tliel" thjau|hi:)j« Jirpp^ri'^) aji^rOw 

priated to their service, all the yeHicles and t^aqtis th^^^ met or pyeiF« 
to6li;-~.they seiz<3d yvhom they wObld, withoa l'§gat jVarrto ; iii thb 
same maniier hotises were entereclj hy day and ' by nighty 
frigh^ri^d or driven in t^ the fields or ibi^sts,jpro^ 
ineiBtiiig houses entered on the sabbath, worship broken uiV, |ir^^^ 
and their flocks seized^ bound, driv^ii atong ' the roaj^^^ at the point of 
the bayottdt, insUited, and itnprisonfed, for rio ^i^pt^ f But tneb,;the 
instigators, su^ppo^^ actors in al'i this, « afteif fmiig 

as owe 7W«x?j" to the enterpriser^ still abettirig and sUpp<5^j^in 
^* martial" authof ities under | whdse Order$ all thia Was dpiie, mU^^^^ 
bfe ch2ir|ed with despotisnil Fori see t ? j^^ 
dence Atheneum ! Beside it is si sc%ol hOiisi^ \ j^t a littliS distance 
are nribh endorsing their nci^bOir's; i^ . ' Afid"; feer^^^ 

the back grdund are laiiics and g^ntl^meii distributing iliipis tfe 
pbpr ! WhereVei"^ sirnilar pictutei^ bvpr, 

<* #ith slight yariations^^^ (as the aim ^fere, yoii liatay prov© 

th(it the pepp^^ enjoy ail their righ^ and are hp fepbti^ ? 

There is no despotisih in Englandf~iniohe ih fiurpjiM5--^?abr itt^ 

American slavbState^^ ; ;■„, \\ ■ ' . -s'': .;' 

. We \vill cpiisitje argunientg by which the leaslieiS jir^^bh- 

er prbves the C'onsti^^^^^ tb be rebels and lanarchists. 

We paks by, of course, all Ms grave arguments against ** the idea 
of equalization of property^ as absurd as it is wicked,'* {ThariksglV« 
ing Sermon^ p. 17.) and also what he says, on the same page, against 
a portion of the 'people's appealing frbm Constitutional law and judi- 
cial decisions, to military force (as by ilie bye, the Charterists have 
in effect done*)r— together with all the preacher has tb say, in both 
SermonSj ofa nfiajority claiming " the right to do all it haS po'iyer to 
do," (first sermon p« It.) thus merging " all Constitutional right in 
fhe will of the strongest." , : . V ; 

Wheh he shaU have attempted to ^Jtoiu that, either in theok^y or iii 
ipractice, the CohstitutibhaHsts haVe prbjiosed or done any thing bf 
the kiiid, it will be in time to examine his proofs. Till th'^n, the uiil- 
supported imputation will scarcely be worth our attention. 

The reader of the preceding page^, has the evideiice, alfead'V, that 
there is no fpundatioa for these charges. It was the Laiiiilholdlersy 

* We see it stated by Ex-Grov. Morton, of MassachusetivS who sa^^^ 
St from " public statements by both sides," that the suffrage men were desiroifs of 
suspending movements till a decision of the validity, of their Qonstitutibn cowid 
be had, by the highest judicial authority in the country. Why then, was it not 
done i Did the Charterists refuse 1r-^The highest Constitutional authorities, we 
kaowj are against them. 
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aft d not tHe Suffrage men, that aCtetxip^ fasten arangementsi upon 
the State; by ^hich-^wo^ to be sure— but the minoi'itjir 

-^--shbuid claim " the' ri^ht to do all it had pbWdr to; do"— « merg^ing 
all QpDsfjtutional right in the will of the strongest" aiid fixing isb 
avMlabld bpunds' to tfe^ power. This is what they always hav 
dbn^-^what ; they ate determined to maintain, by force of degpotic 
law^ and even by the si!|)pressi6n of all law." But the Suffrage men, 
and they only, proposed and adopted a; Gonstitution, in which thb pow- 
ers of tfeg weire limited and defined. So thai the eS- 
oi^ueht declamation of President W on this topic, and bis quo» 
tati^ii -frbm Bivpianning^ are against and in favor of his 
cppdiients, uriles^ he;c^^^ that a minority, in distinction from a ma- 
joHtyj may safely be intrusted mth uiilimiled irresponsibie power, 
while no Constitutional limifEitipns can make it safe to trust the ma« 
jdtit^. Wh3r seek to ■ conc^^^ issue f Why no^ come out 
boidly in favor of the ddctnne-— tliaLt power of thfe niajority musfe \ 
be lirhiteclj ( which no one has qtiestioiied^) but thait the mk^^ oiight 
nbt te'goVern, at all^that the pd6^^^^ sovei'eigtt— biit 
that the po^el' ougTifc to f 

prkhiicMi Why hot let if be the doctrine: ^efeKlfl^d^; i its friends have 
cohSdehc^ in its soundness ? Whjf liiiiie iii tH^ dark ? Why labor 
ta feifcliange costume^ order to raise against him 

' If iil 'becdtties^^^^a of those Who refusfed to incorporate th© 

customary Bill of inherentj inalienable, heayen-feonferred Tininan rights 
into their Constitution,* to raise the hue and cry of unlimited power, 
"thiBjJDwer of the strongest" i^ainst those #ho did the reverse, and /or 
hdmtg done it; are driven ' lik;e thi^ partridge upon tlie mountains 
" the pbwer of the strongest^ 

v. . THE ;C0NSTITUTiONA^^ CONFUTEUo . 

There are three principal arguments ^^b^ which President Wayland 
wouldjiconvict the Constitutionalists pf insurrection— of anarchy^of 
rebelUon.---They^ are tl^^^ 1. The binding power of oaths of alle- 
jjianep.— -2, The in violabili ty of the social com pact. r-~3. The apostol- : 
ic injunction of submission to « the powers that be."—Concerning these, 
three arguments, and their application, we would make three general 
reniarksi : ; , ■ , / . - 

,:First»> They are precisely the same ar^^uraents that have been org- 
ed for centuries against the friends of civil a,nd religious freedom-— th© 
same: wi,th which Milton, and Gi-om well, and Bunyan, and all the pu- 



^ lift the Bay State Democrat of Sept 9th, we see it stated ihg.t at the Charter-^ 
•ist;C/pftyentipnj;a motion , was formally made and carried, to. strike uiit the exr 
press. Mnguage'of the Declaration of Independence^affirming inalienable rights, 
and- that it was declared by. a distinguished member of that body, whom he. 
najhes, that those words were only rhetorical fiouriskes, intended to urge on, bur 
fathers to a War .with the mother country." Whether this statmi?rjt be true or 
not, , we know that the words and the sentiments are hoi found in the landholders^ 
Constitution. 

15 
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ntans of England, had to contend— the same that were wrged by th@ 
tories, English and American, agMnst the fathers of our ^mer^^^ 
olution— the same that were met and rebutted by the New 3^nglanc( 
clergy of that period, ; 

Second^ .^hey are argunients whichf if admi&(A infMir full force f 
as iield by the preacher himself, might b© applied and wielded against 
the Charterists of Rhode Island, with much more- force' and pertinent 
cy than against the ConstitutipnaM^^^ . . \ , 

The disfonchised majority of the people of Rhode Island, who wer© 
jnever admitted to the polls, and who are not eligibU) to office, have 
never taken any oath of allegiahfce to any civil gpvernmentr-^certain- 
iy not to the dharter government of Rhode Island. What oath of aU 
legiance did they break, by forming a State Constitistion ? ^y organ* 
mng and sapporting.a State gora 

But the Gharter iofficers of State hud taken the ©atb-6f allegiance to 
the Constitution of the United States. This bound them to « maintain 
justice'*-~to preserve the <f public tranquiUty^'-r^^ secure the ^* bles* ; 
sings of liberty"— to respect the guaranty" « to. every State in the 
Union" of « a republican form of goVeramenl;"--Tto si^bmit t<> that spv. 
ereignty of the people which the Constitution, fpijii^ded upon,yaad (ia 
effect and intent) comprising the Declarj^tiea of Independence, was 
intended to seibure and maintain. This oath they violated? When th^y 
took up arms against the legally adopted Constitution of 
and its officers. As much so, as any other State officers would do, who 
should refuse to submit to the newly elected officers and rebel against 
them, instead of resigning t^em their seats. 

The stronger President W'ayland makes « ike social Gonipact"— the 
snore he insists on the danger and the criminality of frequent^ needless, 
irregular, forcible and iav/liess change— the more he insists on the apos*^ 
toiic injunction (as he interprets it) of « submission to the powers 
that be"— so much the more emphaticaity does hfe^ iii effect, condemn 
the course of the Gharterists of Rlidde Inland. 
^^The powers that he^'-^iti fact — in this' country— is «<the sover- 
eign people." This we have proved. It is too notorious for dispute. 
And it is the government, i>s/<z(Ji, whatever be its character, thatPres- 
ident WayiandV doctrine requires him to recognize and maintain. 
And the government, m/<?<;«^ of Rhode Island^ was the Constitutional 
government under Gov. Dorr. Be it so, that the Charterists thought 
the change that had been made, was needles^ and unwise. ' It had, 
nevertheless, been made—md made too, in accordance with the usages 
and precedents of the country. Or however made, it had &6'e?8 made-— 
and the doctrine of the sermon is, that the governments that have been 
made (no matter how, or for what object, or by whom,) are to be re- 
cognized — must not be forcibly overturned. It is change that the ar- 
guments under review, deprecate. Why, then, make this change 1 
Aii^ hy force^ too ? If the change made by the Constitutionalists was 
unwise, because it was a change, why make another ? If the new 
CDoastitution contained blemishes, it contained provisions for amend- 
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hient. Why xiot wait and make them, « in a lawful manner" iwiStead 
of overthiowing an existing government by force ? — In every view w6 
call take, the doctrines of the sermon, whether false or true, condemn 
the course of those on whose behalf it was prea<:hed. 

There is no way to evade this conclusion but by sayinj]^ that th© 
Constitutional gqvernment was not the existing government in fact, be- 
cause it had not the fpjkysical power. But to make this plea would bo 
4p<f appeal from- Constitutional Saw to military force"— which the ser-. 
jnon justly condennns ! It would be «« to merge all CJonstitvitional right 
in the vi^ill of the strpjagest^' to claim for a government " the right to 
do ?^ll it has power to ^o.'*-rBy this rule *\the powers that 6e'' must be 
BO copstriied that if Gpv. Dorr had gained the military niastery for one 
week/Jthd (Jrov. ifing for the next week, and so, back and forth, for 
years, shifting weeklyjv the allegianc«D of President W ay land would ha vo 
to be transferred once a week, from the one to the other j A rule suf- 
ficiently absurd, one would think, ajtid certainly not to be ci>mmended 
for its stability;and exemption from change. 

TJi^d. Our third remark is this. Whatever of wisdpm or of fol- 
ly there may be in these three argun|eir o of President W ayland, heev. 
idently relinquishes ail three of them, himself, as any one may see by 
reading the fpUowiiig paragraph, pn the 28th page of his first ser- 
mon. ■ " 

«« But it may be asked, is ,a revolution never to be justided ? I an- 
pwer, the piJoper object of all government is to secure to every individ» 
nal tile full enjoyment of lite, liberty^ and the pursuit of happiness, oy 
the power to do it, in every respeqt, as be will, if he interfere with the 
rights of no other human being. For ^this pxirpqse g(yvernment is in-, 
stituted; ?ind never,4?72 jt utterly fail to accomplish these purposes, 
can it he rigUftdly overturned. No other ^ ule can be safely adopt- 
ed, <&c." 

Let it be noticed; here, that the preacher professes to give a case in 
which, and a rule % which, a government ma^/ be lawfully overturn- 
ed :— and that too, by the people — ^and on their own judgment (of 
course) whether or no the government has forfeited its claims to their 
support. President Wayland's rule of judging may be adoptc^d by 
them, or some other rule, which they may think a better one. But of 
the rule and of the cases coming under it President Wayland al- 
lows them to jiidge and to act, and this covers the whole dispute in 
Rhode Island. If the people have this right, then oaths of aUegjance 
—obligations to obey civil government — and the admonitions of Paul, 
are all to be construed accordingly. And when President Wayland 
shall have shown the agreement of his own rule for overturning worth- 
less and wicked governments, with the oaths, obligations, and admoni- 
tions so confidently quoted by him, he will have opened a path suffi- 
ciently wide for the Constitutionalists of Rhode Island to travel in. 

On the other hand, if he persists in the doctrine that no governsnient, 
for any cause, may be ove^ '^imed, (and that wag the doctrine he urged 
against his opponents,) t': 3 overthrow of Gov. Dorr's governmenti 
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whatever may bjs said of its legal validity, or of its moral chasactf^r, of 
the aims of it^ admiuietrators, comes uiider the game l^an. ffi^^ 
Ameri<?aii revolution, too, is condemned by the same e.weepiiig jrul^, 
and all changes in civil government, by the people, or any portion ftf 
themi are pronounced cri^ninal. 

^LETTER Olt SPIBIT ? ■ ■ ■ ' 

< It is the Spirit that quickeneth—the Setter killeth.' Whether 
would expound Paul's writings, or learn the . significancy of otalhs bf 
allegiance, we niust do one bf two things. We must either chain 6tii*r 
selves down to the dead letter— the phrapas—words— 8ylIables-~-leti. 
ters, that strike the eye or the ear, and fohow wit to 
the spiritual meaoing—tiie thing signified by the syinbol,~oi* olse we 
must regard mainly the substance itself— the ngiture and rieasons of 
the acts promiised or commanded to be perform^d^ President iWayi 
land is at liberty, in this case, to take which method he ;^leas^^^^ and 
the issue we will cheerfully abide. 

Does he go for the spimt of the oath of allegiance ? i'lie tati^^^^ 
®nd Christian-like promise to obey a just governrnent,.^ec«tf|C and 
ioMh it is just ? The admonition of Paid^ as coiistw by thei gt^eai 
masters of the common law, and iexpounded by pur revolutionary 
thers ? by the puritans 11 by Milton ? by " our ancient and fanjoui 
lawyer Bracton," whom Milton quotes 1* If so let him, prove thiat the 
Charter government, with its '^palpably unequal ^epresentatic'a^^ is.a 
j^sigovernment, and that the Constitution of December 1841 
J|tiSt, and his argument will be sustained, but not otherwise. 
1 Bc^'^ ibe i^hoose, instead of this, to stick to the dead "better that klH- 
eih?'* LeH^ him see h>iw much life, even to his own cause, he catt ^et 
«5^it of it.: Mark ! is to abide by the stnct^ef]5er^the wordi^ ?^ 
'4te syllables of .Paul|^ admonitions, and of the oath of allegijiri^e^ 
How must they read^.^O answer his purpose ? We^ have a right -td 'in- 
?iist, sow, Upoii the st?|ct letter, (for that is the principle of his argu- 
»ient,) aiid ig;ive him 4^ « pound of fleshy-' according to the.<*l)ohd''^ 

, , ^ ■■ ■ - 'J^-'.-.... " . ■ " ' ' I . -■■ - ..- , '. ■,",,„r,!ii r- 

♦ This " aacient and • fattious'* expounder of Scripture andof la,Wj is thiis;quo^ 
tsd by Mif ton in Ms rf^jiiy ' • X! 

A kjiiii; is a king, soi long as he rules well ; he becomes a tyrant When =lje.bp» 
presses the people committed to his cha](ge,"r — <," The king ought to use ;thfe 
power of law and right, as God's minister and yicegerent ; the power of .wrong 
IS the devil's, and hot God's: when the king ^urns aside to^do injusticeyhe is ti^ 
mtnisier of the devil Since, therefore, the law is chiefly right reason, if Vl ^'re 
l>ouad to obey a king and a minister of God, by the very same reason and the;ye- 
ry same law, we Ought to resist a tyrant, and a minister of the^ devil J"' 

The saiifie coiatroverst is still urged, in England, A writer in the >£pndo|j 
Non-Confprmist, Rev. B. Parsons of Siroud, furnishes a translation of a portion 
of Romans^siii. 1, etc., commencing thus--" Let every soul: be subject to^' siii- 
preme authorities, for there is no au thority except from God, and those. Whiijh are 
authorities have been determined^ by God." etc.— The writer ; remarks th;cwjde 
difference between brute power and rightful /zuthor^iif. He shows that tKe OEjgi- 
nal word, in question is ^ommOnly translated " authority" ^Isevrhetei avid he 
hints that the translators kijag James were misled by the servile maxims 
iheir times. 
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but without drawing a drop of « Christian blood," We insist^ then; 
that if the texts of Paul, and if the oaths of allogiantee do not 
specify Samuel W. King's Proclamation, and Jatnes Fenner's cowii* 
8el> and GoL Blodget's broadsword, and President Wayland's Sers* 
monr— if these are not designated, oither in the Epistle, nou in ; the 
oath of allegiance, as the grand arbiters of law and order'* in Ehod^ 
Island, theui by this rule of exposition, his citation of the oath, and of 
Eoinans xiii. I, is not to his purpose, and can avail hi m , nothing. Abi 
eurd^s ivQuld be such an exposition, it is only Carrying out the prin* 
ciple of following the letter instead of the spirit of legal dosumenta^ 
and ancient writings. , , ^ 

, . THE SOCIAL COMPACT,-' " ■ 

But what shall be said of thfe mysterious obi igation» arising fro^ 
the social compact; whose inviokbiUty is made to be more sacred 
than the cl^im^^ of justice, of human nature, and the k w of God ? I 

yhe notion o social cQmpact,^^ formerly held, is aia a^^urdij^ 
tyi and to reason from it is to build on a pit of ashes, The fiction 
wasihis, Man wais said to have been bOrn in a state of nature, and 
iioi in a state of society. And it was only by remaiiiiri^ in that ori- 
ginaj, savage state, that he^c^^^ retain all his natural rights; It waf 
a;i Ms option whether he would do so or not. But having 4jQ>nc5lti?i^^^^ 
toi estabUsh ciyil society, the social compact'' was' apdordtn^^^ 
formed, and in Ontering it, a man gave up a part of his natural nghtS 
for the prote<;iion of the rest. Jlenceforth, he was not > whdle; man^ 
but only k part of a: man. , His ciViiizatiori was at the ne^ieissary ^itr 
pen^e oC his manhpod. When, or where, of how, or by whose; auth^r^ 
ity this ii^iammo^ town meeting of the humdn race 'wai cbu veiled] 
who presided over it, or acted as thb secretari^^> ^body^^^^i^^^^ 
But the schooLmen said it had been held, and that was enough, jind 
they ^idi too, that the compact having been made, could nbt b^ 
unmaad-^that it was binding on those Wbo had never he W p^^ 
The tlieory lacked tftree t^mgs, igind was founded upon 'twi,\' li]aiMed 
truth, moral principle, and common sense. And it was founded on a 
forgetfulnesa of Gon, and an ignorance of man. It wa^ a fetion cW 
yenient fpr tyrants, because it.shrouded civil^tiverriment in mystery— » 
tsiught the political Necessity pf infringing natural rights-— precluded 
the right of the people to ihtreduce changes^kept Gi)d and eOuky 
out of sight, and trampled man a.nd liberty under foot. 'Mr. Jefferso^ 
find others have successfully exposed and exploded this fella^^ 
What a pity that religious teachers, speaking in the name of CJliris* 
tianity, should attempt, at this late day, its resuscitiation ! 

. .,. ■ THE TRUE. THEORY,.'-, 

Power belongeth unto God. Authority is from him alone. It is 
BO begotten conventionalism of his creatures. Compacts may honorj 
but can not create it. Civil government^ unless it be sheer usurpa- 
tion, from first to last, and in all its form^ and phases, is tie result of 
the Divine will— a part of the Divine administratibo* It is committed 
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to mmst A3 mm : not to a particular family, or caete. it is inhereiil 
in mais ; it vests not in {property, but in human beings, in ail menj 
Man is not born oni of it, any more than he is bora out of his nature* 
H0 is a social being, and is never born ow^ of society, with the sad op^ 
tioto of coming into it, or not, as he pleases. His obligations to civil 
government are founded, tk?^ on an unreal compact, but o». his real 
rtature, rights and duties, as a social being, under the jgovernmentof 
God. It is the v/hole business of civil gbverhment to protect all of 
©very man's natural rights, and take iione of them away fronl him ; 
foexecute justice between a man and his neighbor. Instead of bein^ 
the jurisdiction of the individual, or of the few, over the mas^, it ©ssesd 
iiaWy consists in the supervision qf the /ic^oZe body over individuals : of 
the -phQ^e oyer ihe ^arts of which it is composed. This feature ^ is a J«> 
together essential to a just civirg^yernment, and can not fe; sp^^ 
ed fijom fit, Hesnce, the sin of the llebrews, in seeking to tjjl'^^^ 
their responsibilities upon a njOiiarch. God qo^iisideiied it reKel^^^^^ 
against hipQ. Hence, toq, all the men in a naUon ^i:e held responsible 
for national sins. The dea^ii-blow at midnight, in every family 
thrp\ighout thejand of ^gypt, settled that question, Ipng ago; Pha^ 
raoh might have exacted fealty to his imaginary «f aQcial^^^c^^ 
liis .artificia^l »yrang;ernents. His priests might preach j^^be sacred ten- 
ure of oaths €>f allegiance to him. But God would hold the Sgy ptiani? 
an;ienal)le to ^he higte lows of their social i^ature, arid to H^^sisiJF'. 

The masseis may govern wrong— but they must goverju. God will 
punish them for abdication, as truly asjor wrong gpyernment. fie' 
has appointed theiid ^o substitute, at th^ day of judgment >arAd" they 
may accept of none here. Representative rulers they may have—^ 
viceroys-r-but they must superintend their^admintstration. The kingr 
ship, under :!5rod, is theirs. : 

" 3^^il jn^ the people may sometimes 

r<^asQni iricprreCtly^ It is sufficient that they reason."rT-* There is 4 
spirit in MAKi^^^M of the Almighty hath gi ven him un^ 

derstanding.' 

Tho people govern oppressively..; edlother ^oyemors always do 
-~they 3iusT---fbr a minority government is itself usurpation, and co*i- 
^^ sequently oppression . Jt«egitimate authority may fail to govern with 
equity ; but usurped authori is iniquitous, of itself,^ and good caE 

not ;grO W' put of ' 

What do thosis mean, then, who tfilk of the " divine right of the 
wisest and best" to govern the masses ? The " wisest and best," wiW 
be wiser and better than to undertal?e any such thing ! Ttiey will 
know that the ehtire mass, of which themselves are only a part, is 
wiser than any portion of itself ; as the Whole is greater than a part. 
The « best -' will have goodness enough to know that they have no right 
to take upon themselves, alone, the work and the responsibility which 
God has divided between them and their equal brethren. ' 

*» But have not Wisdom and Goodness an inalienable right to gov^ 
ern — -What if it be so ?| Who shall decide who they are that^ iiS 
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the comparison with their brethren, may be cbatacterized as « Wis. 
dotn and Goodness ^ The people should select their wisest and best 
men, for offict^i but th^ government is nevertheless, their own, and they 
may not abdicate iia. favor of thp wisest and besf' of their species, 
^ifot one of them niay be safely entrusted- with such power. The 
*t wisest and best" would not ion^ continue such, if thus elevated* 

If jt be to man^^io Mhh m^n^to the MASSES, that God has com- 
mitted the high (jharge of ciyil government,- then they may not abdi^ 
<[]§)ate, to aSRi angel. Gabriel himself would be an usurper, and his 
«< wisdom and goodness," if he should displace the people of Rhode Is- 
land; and u|idertafcerunbi!|3dwn of God, to wield #Aeer civil; goverament, 
fpr thenii My neighbor may be much wiser and better than I. B«t 
that superior " wisdom and goodness'* , does not authorize Mm to ep» 
ter my family^ and govern it in my stead. 

., And it is not true' that any select number are as capable of wielding 
absolutely and uncontrolled, the governnjfent of a country, as^ the entire 
people, hy a proper supervision of their representatives, are^ id govern 
tkemelves* A Senate of John Miltons and Thomas Carlyles could 
Bpt go v^Fn England a^j well a^ the people of England, meluding their 
Miltons arid Garlyles (pi-operly organized) couW gpyern England. 
The Calhoiins and Glays the South can liot govern the laborers- of the 
South, deg-raded as they are, as well as' they can govern themselves* 
And (President Way land must pardon us) we doubt whether there is 
wisdom aad goodness enough even in the Charterists of Rhode Islandf 
priesthood and all, to govern Rhode Island as equitably and as wisely 
as the entif6: people could govern themselves. 

The dreaded doctrine of popular sovereignty is only one branch of 
the more cpri^iprehensive fact of man's equality with man. Of all the 
hard lessons that man has to learnj, his own equality with his own 
mother's children, seems surely among the hardest. When he teams 
that, the millennium of Christianity is ushered in. Though reasoned, 
or laughed, or perhaps, bayonetted out of the fancied superiority of 
birth, of primogeniture, and even of wealth, he will nexl fancy himself 
among the " best and the wisest." He will build his lofty preten- 
tions on learning, on talents, on genius, or even ppon humility (!) and 
erect a gdverning aristocracy upon them. You may read to him 
yoqr long lists of literary shoe-makers, and eminent brick-layersy and 
learned blacksmiths, your chronicles of " genius" headed by Shaks- 
peare and Bunyan— you may enumerate your Franklins and Fatirick 
Henrys, arid so on, chapter after chapter, to no purpose. He reads ia 
in them only exceptions to his rule. It never comes imto his head 
thai these are specimens of his race— Oh! no! these are the rare 
" getmse$^[ a,nd he hopes, perhaps, to be sainted, himselfy on the cal- 
endar, and stared at, with a D. D. or an LL. D, attached to his riamo^ 
if he be not too shrewd or too proud to be tickled with such feathers. 
"The wisest and the best" must govern! So he dreams. And so 
dream the Charterists of Rhode Island. It is not the $134, ivorth of 
brick, mortar, or bog meadow, now ! Oh ! no ! That dream was oroj£« 
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eis, the Sllst of December, 1841. It is "the wisest and best*' hence- 
forth that Eire to govern. The moral worth and respectability of the 
cjUy,"lsay3 the coi^tespondent of the Ne^^ l^ork Journal of Commerce 
the, most yirtubus citizens of Providence" says President Wayland 
[page 24;] represented, [very worthily, of coun'se,] by James Fenner and 
William Blodget, apd Samnel W. King---^toei are they.^ — and not the 
landhoidersj merely, that are hencefortli to pi|t th©'" fag end of so- 
oiety" in ori^e?** (including the West Baptist Chur«sh in ProvideiicQ 
with their Pastor) and keep the fpuadries from ; sinelting out popular 
■iegislation.' ^ ■ ^ ■ r ■ 

. Pity %vere it that ^ven such a true man as Thbtijas Carlyl§ could not 
comprehend the humanity of human nature, after a^^^^^^ Pity thait one 
Who <doi|i^i himself be taught by cprn-law rhymes, cpuM net> discover 
the capacity of the rhymers fbr self-government I i That iii the majes- 
tic vbiee of a Wronged nation^^ mighty thunderings of Cbuht* 
less .ininiortala, demanding distinctly, in tbe midst; of usurpatioii aiid 
confusion^ tho true and the Hghtr-\iQ should only have heard the «*b^!i- 
loWings^the inarticulate cries as of a diimb creature in ra^e and in 
pain'' calling out " to the ear of wisdom''— Guide me, Gov^erlii me ! 
Lk,m^m0^4 and miaerablev and can not ^uide myscjlf^" [Carlyle's Chari " 
tismitpag^ Pity that he should spend hi#ri6b!e^ ;pOwets in ^mi 
' nibning; the widest and best" from^ their gaming tables, and pal^ceisi 
Bind stews, and bishoprics, and banking houses^ and fox hunts^ and 
birthiliight balls, and military reviews, to " guide" and govern" the 
worthier and more reflecting portion of their brethren !r-iJoijEm; 
Sturge and the Editor of the « Now-CoNFORStisl'i'' are oti the 
track.' Give them the suffrage, and the people of England-^of tho 
wbrld^— will articulate wisdom and justice, for the " wisest and best" t«s 
emxilate; ! Not th^ « No government and Laissez-faire^^ tfcjstt the phil^ 
osophib" philanthropist deplores, but the " non Laissez-Jdir^^' of th® 
".i?^ew Era-' he would have hammeired out.— Eteaven speed it,at Man^- 
chesterv awd; at Mew Orleans, at Japan, and in Rhode Island ! Witij^ 
the TunibliiJg of the 

' fbSTSCRIPT. Latest PiiOM Rhode Islanl.— The partial law, first sus- 
p^tod, for 23 'days, Was afterwards suspended indefinitely-r-or during the JBTm^- 
% good pleasure. But, at the last dates, the arrests and impirisonments under 
*^ 4.lg€srine law" were going on, briskly. The second Freedom " Glam^bake'* oa 
Massaphiisetts soil, drew out about 15,000 men, women, and children, (jhiefly R, 
Islaniiers, Many a meeting : ok place between the exiled husbands aad parents, 
and their wives and' children,— The " farce" of choosing delegates to the Char- 
ter -Gonventioii, was enacted the same day— the Constitutionaiists *aking n6 part, 
^ome toW^ns mustered 13 votes— some 30, and Gloucester; voted to send no dele-' 
gation^at aH. . Returns not ascertained, but rumor puts the aggregate of Azotes at- 
a1bdiit2,O0O/ in the whole State, When the vote of ^ Constituiionalists, in 
A'pHl^^y dtoindled dawn" to over 6,400, it was claimed that the Constitutioif ivas 
thereby anniilledl Within a short time, many prominent st^itesmen in other 
^tat^s,: have espoused the cause of the Constitutionalists. The Charterist Con- 
vention fi;^^ forming a Constitution was to sit, this present week. Whether, with 
the turhihgtide, they had foresight enough to do anything that a free people 
can daacUoni we are yet uninformed. [Sept. 15.] 



